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SALE DATE AND LOCATION
Wednesday, October 3,2018, at 6:30 p.m.

The Lotte New York Palace Hotel
The Drawing Room,Villard Mansion
455 Madison Avenue (between 50th and 5Ist Streets)

Please call 212-753-6421 to reserve seats in the saleroom
Cocktails and light fare will be served in the Library from 5:30 to 6:15 p.m
Lots will be available for viewing at our offices by appointment only

All lots sold subject to an 18% buyer’s premium and
applicable sales tax or customs duty

Please carefully read the Conditions of Sale before bidding
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Special Information for Bidders in the Gross Sale

Bidding
The following means are available for placing bids:
1) New Bidders: All bidders must register. New bidders must provide
references at least FIVE business days in advance of the sale in order
to bid in this sale.
2) Live Internet Bidding: Instructions for participating as a Live In-
ternet Bidder are provided on the page opposite.
3) Phone Bidding: Bidders can be connected to the sale by phone and
bid through a member of staff. Requests for phone bidding are subject
to approval—please contact our office at least 72 hours before the
sale. A signed Bidder Registration is required for phone bidding.
4) Absentee Bids. All bids received in advance of the sale, either by
mail, fax, phone, e-mail or internet, are Absentee Bids, which instruct
the auctioneer to bid up to a specific amount on one or more lots in
the sale. Absentee Bids sent by phone, fax or email should arrive no
later than 4:30 p.m. on October 3, 2018. Bids entered through Live
Internet Bidding will be visible to the auctioneer during the sale. Writ-
ten bids should be entered legibly on the Bid Form. Email and internet
bids should be carefully typed and double-checked. All new bidders
must provide references. We recommend calling or e-mailing to
confirm that Absentee Bids sent by mail, fax or email have been re-
ceived and entered.

Pre-Sale Viewing

Lots in the Gross sale may be viewed at our offices by appointment
only. Please call 212-753-6421 to make an appointment.

Expert Certification

Lots with a PF or PSE certificate dated on or after January 1, 2013,
are sold subject to the opinion on the certificate and all such sales
will be considered final. Lots with certificates dated prior to January
1,2013, may be purchased subject to independent certification of gen-
uineness and our description. Please refer to the Conditions of Sale
and Grading Terms for policies governing certification.

Any fault in an item is described in the Condition Notes section of
each lot entry.

Shipping and Insurance

Buyers who request shipment of lots will be responsible for Siegel’s
insurance costs and all costs of shipping necessary to satisfy all security
requirements.

Sales Tax and Customs Duty

Buyers are responsible for any applicable state sales tax, compensat-
ing use tax or customs duty assessed at any time.



Live Internet Bidding at Siegel Auctions

REGISTERED BIDDERS MAY BID IN THIS SALE USING LIVE INTERNET BIDDING

This step-by-step guide will instruct you how to register, set your browser
and use the bidding interface.

Start by following the simple steps to become a registered Live Internet Bidder.

Once you have been approved for bidding, you can listen to the auction
and place bids with the click of a mouse.

Registering with STAMP AUCTION NETWORK & SIEGEL AUCTION GALLERIES o e o

for Bidding. Listen to Live Audio!

Live Internet Bidding is managed by Stamp Auction Network (SAN).

To bid, you must be registered and approved by both SAN and Siegel. %%&W
To decide what you need to do, choose the description below that best fits you. AUCTION GALLERIES, INC.

Live Internet Bidding works by allowing registered bidders to
observe and place bids.

I’'ve already registered with SAN and

- . Lo Live Internet Bidding will work with any browser on both PC
have been approved by Siegel for internet bidding

and Mac operating systems.

Before bidding by internet for the first time, we recommend find-
ing a sale in progress and listening to the public broadcast or log-
ging in as a registered bidder. This will help you develop a feel for
the sale tempo and bidding interface.

I’'m a Siegel client, but I'm not registered with SAN

Go to stampauctionnetwork.com/siegel and click on *“Register” at
==>| the top. Check the box for Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries ==
(under “R”) and submit the form, indicating you are a Siegel client.
Once registered at SAN, you're ready for internet bidding.

Log on to the auction at
stampauctionnetwork.com

When you're logged on as a Live Internet Bidder, the bidding in-
terface shows a photo and description of the lot, the current bid
(and your bidding status), options for placing competitive bids
and buttons with bid increments.

* After you click on a bid amount, the auctioneer is immedi-

I've bid through SAN before, ately notified of your bid.
but this is the first time I've bid in a Siegel sale = * Retracting a bid is usually not acceptable,
Then you just need to be approved by Siegel. Go to stampauction- so please bid carefully.
== network.com/siegel and click on “Update Registration” at the top. i * If you bid and then decide to stop, the “Pass” button will
Your SAN account information will be sent to us for approval (you tell the auctioneer you are no longer bidding.

might be asked for other trade references). Once approved by

L ( d to th ti
Siegel for bidding, you're ready for internet bidding. ou can senc messages o the auctioneer

(for example, a request for extension).

* You can track prior realizations from
the bidding screen.

Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries,
Inc.'s Sale 1185 F11 (if using Internet Explorer) toggles full

P : . : : : ing on Jur . Listen to the Auction
I’ve never bid with S|ege|, nor Fengtered with SAN gf:c:cglzgéyn;hgf;'(iiz*z)t?rs‘;:;z: Comtact us Via oALL

Lot and Descriptien Bidding

United States
Inverted Jenny Positions 15 and &
Lot 91. 24 carmine Rose & Biue,

Center Inverted (C3a). Position 15, the fifth stamp o
] from the left in the second row of the sheet, original

gum, deep rich colors, tiny thin spot just below the
plane, faint traces of purple ink above the bottom left
"2 (Image)

Go to stampauctionnetwork.com/siegel and click on “Register” at
the top. Check the box for Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries
= (under “R”) and submit the form with your trade references =
(please, no family members or credit card companies as refer-
ences). Once registered at SAN and approved by Siegel for bidding,

you're ready for internet bidding. $450000.00
Sold for § 270,000.00
Your Bid $ 0.00 ‘Send a Message to the Auc

“System Down” or “Lost Connection” events do occasionally happen.
If you have any problems with Live Internet Bidding please call 212-753-642 1 for immediate assistance.



Conditions of Sale for the Gross Collection
PLEASE READ CAREFULLY

THE PROPERTY IN THIS CATALOGUE WILL BE OFFERED AT PUB-
LIC AUCTION BY ROBERT A. SIEGEL AUCTION GALLERIES, INC.
(“GALLERIES”) ON BEHALF OF WILLIAM H. GROSS. BY BIDDING
ON ANY LOT, WHETHER DIRECTLY OR THROUGH A THIRD PARTY,
IN PERSON, BY TELEPHONE, FACSIMILE, INTERNET OR BY ANY
OTHER MEANS, THE BIDDER ACKNOWLEDGES AND AGREES TO
ALL OF THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONS OF SALE.

1. The highest bidder acknowledged by the auctioneer shall be the buyer.
The term “final bid” means the last bid acknowledged by the auctioneer,
which is normally the highest bid offered. The purchase price payable by
the buyer will be the sum of the final bid and a commission of 18% of the
final bid (“buyer’s premium”), together with any sales tax, use tax or
customs duties due on the sale.

2. The auctioneer has the right to reject any bid, to advance the bidding
at his discretion and, in the event of a dispute, to determine the successful
bidder, to continue the bidding or to reoffer and resell the lot in dispute.
The Galleries’ record of the final sale shall be conclusive.

3. All bids are per numbered lot in the catalogue unless otherwise an-
nounced by the auctioneer at the time of sale. The right is reserved to
group two or more lots, to withdraw any lot or lots from the sale, or to act
on behalf of the seller. The Galleries will execute bidding instructions on
behalf of clients, but will not be responsible for the failure to execute such
bids or for any errors in the execution of such bids.

4. Lots with numbers followed by the symbol ° are offered subject to a
confidential minimum bid (“reserve”), below which the lot will not be
sold. The absence of the symbol ° means that the lot is offered without a
reserve. If there is no reserve, the auctioneer has sole discretion to es-
tablish a minimum opening bid and may refuse an offer of less than
half of the published estimate. Any lot that does not reach its reserve or
opening bid requested by the auctioneer will be announced as “passed”
and excluded from the prices realized lists after the sale. The Galleries
may have a direct or indirect ownership interest in any or all lots in the
sale resulting from an advance of monies or goods-in-trade or a guaran-
tee of minimum net proceeds made by the Galleries to the seller.

5. Subject to the exclusions listed in 5(A), the Galleries will accept the re-
turn of lots which, subject to the Galleries’ sole judgment, have been
misidentified or which have obvious faults that were present when the lot
was in the Galleries’ custody, but not so noted in the lot description. All
disputed lots must be received by the Galleries intact with the original
packing material within 5 days of delivery to the buyer but no later than
30 days from the sale date. (5A) EXCLUSIONS: The following lots may
not be returned for any reason, or may not be returned for the reasons
stated: (i) lots containing 5 or more items; (ii) lots from buyers who regis-
tered for the pre-sale exhibition or received lots by postal viewing,
thereby having had the opportunity to inspect them before the sale; (iii)
any lot described with “faults,” “defects” or a specific fault may not be
returned because of any secondary fault; (iv) photographed lots may not
be returned because of centering, margins, short/nibbed perforations or
other factors shown in the photos; (v) the color of the item does not
match the color photo in the sale catalogue or website listing; (vi) the de-
scription contains inaccurate information about the quantity known or
reported; or (vii) a certification service grades a stamp lower than the
grade stated in the description or on an accompanying certificate.

6. Successful bidders, unless they have established credit with the Gal-
leries prior to the sale, must make full payment in cleared funds before
the lots will be delivered. Buyers not known to the Galleries must make
payment in full within 3 days from the date of sale. The Galleries retains
the right to demand a cash deposit from anyone prior to bidder registra-
tion and/or to demand payment at the time the lot is knocked down, for
any reason whatsoever. In the event that any buyer refuses or fails to
make payment in cash for any lot at the time it is knocked down to him,
the auctioneer reserves the right to reoffer the lot immediately for sale to
the highest bidder. Credit cards (Visa, Mastercard and Discover only)
can be accepted as payment, but will be subject to a 3% non-refundable
Convenience Fee, which will be added to the total of the entire invoice (in-
cluding hammer price, buyer’s premium, shipping and transit insur-
ance charges and any applicable taxes). The buyer waives the right to
dispute all credit card charges.

7. If the purchase price has not been paid within the time limit specified
above, nor lots taken up within 7 days from the date of sale, the lots may
be resold by whatever means deemed appropriate by the Galleries, and
any loss incurred from resale will be charged to the defaulting buyer,

and/or the Galleries may seek any other remedy prescribed by law to en-
force payment. Any account more than 30 days in arrears will be subject
to a late payment charge of 1% % per month as long as the account re-
mains in arrears. Any expenses incurred in securing payment from
delinquent accounts will be charged to the defaulter. A fee of $250.00
will be charged for a check returned for insufficient funds.

8. All lots are sold as genuine. Any lot accompanied by a certificate issued
by The Philatelic Foundation or by Professional Stamp Experts with a
date on or after January 1, 2013, is sold “‘as is” and in accordance with
the description on the certificate. Such lots may not be returned for any
reason, including but not limited to a contrary certificate of opinion or
change in grade. Buyers may request a certificate for a lot containing not
more than one item, which does not have a PF. or PS.E. certificate (dated
prior to January 1, 2013), provided that the following conditions are met:
(1) the purchase price must be paid in full, (i) if submitted by the buyer,
the lot must be submitted to an acceptable expertizing service with a
properly executed application form within 21 days of the sale, (iii) a copy
of the application form must be given to the Galleries, (iv) the Galleries re-
tains the right to resubmit the item for reconsideration, without time limit or
other restrictions, for the purpose of obtaining a satisfactory opinion, (v)
lots submitted for certification will be considered cleared 90 days from the
date of sale, whether or not a certificate has been issued, unless the Gal-
leries issues written approval of a further extension of return privileges,
and (vi) in the event the lot is determined to be misidentified or misde-
scribed, pursuant to 5 and 5(A) of these Conditions, the Galleries will issue
a refund to the buyer for the full purchase price and actual certification
fees, but the reimbursement for certificate fees (and related costs) shall not
exceed 10% of the hammer price of the lot. Changes to a grade by the
same certification service or a different grade from another certification
service are not grounds for returning a lot.

9. Until paid for in full, all lots remain the property of the Galleries on
behalf of the seller.

10. Agents executing bids on behalf of clients may also be held responsible
for all purchases made on behalf of clients, unless otherwise arranged
prior to the sale.

11. The buyer assumes all risk for delivery of purchased lots and agrees
to pay for all costs to ship lots by the most secure method. Buyers who
receive lots in the U.S. are obligated to pay whatever sales tax or com-
pensating use tax might be due, at any time, and buyers outside the U.S.
are responsible for all customs duties.

12. The bidder consents that any action or proceeding against it may be
commenced and maintained in any court within the State of New York or
in the United States District Court for the Southern District of New York,
that the courts of the State of New York and United States District Court
for the Southern District of New York shall have jurisdiction with respect
to the subject matter hereof and the person of the bidder. The bidder
agrees not to assert any defense to any action or proceeding initiated by
Galleries based upon improper venue or inconvenient forum. The bid-
der agrees that any action brought by the bidder shall be commenced
and maintained only in a Federal Court in the United States District
Court for the Southern District of New York or the State Court in the
county in which Galleries has its principal place of business in New
York. The bidder agrees not to use a public conflict resolution service
and not to use any form of social media to publish comments or infor-
mation about the Galleries and its employees which might harm the Gal-
leries’ reputation or business. These Conditions of Sale shall be governed
by and construed in accordance with the substantive laws of the State of
New York, and shall constitute an agreement that shall be binding on the
parties, and their respective heirs, administrators, distributees, successors
and assignees.

SCOTT R. TREPEL, Principal Auctioneer (NYC License No. 795952)
N.Y.C. Department of Consumer Affairs
80 Lafayette Street, New York, N.Y. 10013

Telephone (212) 577-0111 Revised 9/2018 Gross
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Grades and Abbreviations Used in Descriptions

Grades and Centering

Our descriptions contain detailed information and observations
about each item’s condition. We have also assigned grades to stamps
and covers, which reflect our subjective assessment. For stamps, the
margin width, centering and gum are described and graded accord-
ing to generally-accepted standards (an approximate correlation to
numeric grades is provided at right). Although we believe our
grades are accurate, they are not always exactly aligned with third-
party grading terms or standards for all issues. A lot may not be re-
turned because a certification service grades a stamp lower than
the grade stated in the description. Information from the P.S.E.
Stamp Market Quarterly and P.S.E. Population Reports™ is the most
current available, but lots may not be returned due to errors or
changes in statistics or data.

Extremely Fine Gem (90-100): The term “Gem” describes condition
that is the finest possible for the issue. This term is equivalent to
“Superb” used by grading services.

Extremely Fine (80-90): Exceptionally large/wide margins or near
perfect centering.

Very Fine (70-85): Normal-size margins for the issue and well-cen-
tered with the design a bit closer to one side. “Very Fine and choice”
applies to stamps that have desirable traits such as rich color, sharp
impression, freshness or clarity of cancel.

Fine (60-70): Smaller than usual margins or noticeably off center.
Pre-1890 issues may have the design touched in places.

Very Good (below 60): Attractive appearance, but margins or per-
forations cut into the design.

Guide to Gum Condition

MINT N.H.

Gum Categories: ORIGINAL GUM (0O.G.) NO GUM

Mint Lightly Hinge Mark or Part o.g. Small part o.g. No gum
Never Hinged Hinged Remnant Approximately Approximately Only if issued
Free from any | Faint impression Prominent half or more of | less than half of with gum
disturbance of a removed hinged spot with | the gum intact the gum intact
hinge over a part or all of the
small area hinge remaining
Catalogue Symbol: * K * * * * (%)
Scott
. Pre-1890 stamps in these categories Scott Value for “No Gum”
PRE-1890 ISSUES trade at a premivm over Scott value “0.G” Values thru
No. 218

Scott Scott Value for “O.G.” Disturbed Original Gum: Gum showing noticeable ef-

1890-1935 ISSUES “ij{lgi&gred” (Acifigl;éﬂieyV;’}illi be fects of humidity, Clim;}te or hinging over more than
Nos. 219-771 degree of hinging) half of the gum. The significance of gum disturbance

in valuing a stamp in any of the Original Gum cate-
gories depends on the degree of disturbance, the rarity
and normal gum condition of the issue and other vari-
ables affecting quality. For example, stamps issued in
tropical climates are expected to have some gum dis-
turbance due to humidity, and such condition is not
considered a negative factor in pricing.

Scott Value for

1935 TO DATE “Unused”

Covers
Minor nicks, short edge tears, flap tears and slight reduction at one side are normal conditions for 19th century envelopes. Folded letters
should be expected to have at least one file fold. Light cleaning of covers and small mends along the edges are accepted forms of conservation.
Unusual covers may have a common stamp with a slight crease or tiny tear. These flaws exist in virtually all 19th century covers and are
not always described. They are not grounds for return.

Catalogue Values and Estimates
Unless otherwise noted, the currently available Scott Catalogue values are quoted in dollars with a decimal point. Other catalogues are often
used for foreign countries or specialized areas and are referred to by their common name: Stanley Gibbons (SG), Dietz, American Air Mail Cal-
alogue (AAMC), Michel, Zumstein, Facit, etc. Estimates are indicated with an “E.” and reflect our conservative valuation in dollars. Reserves
will never exceed the low end of the estimate range; they will sometimes exceed Scott Catalogue value for stamps in Extremely Fine condi-
tion.

Because of certain pricing inconsistencies in the Scott Catalogue—for example, blocks that have no gum, the absence of premiums for Mint
N.H. items, etc.—we cannot guarantee the accuracy of values quoted for multiples, specialized items and collection lots. We generally try to
be conservative, but buyers may not return a lot because of a discrepancy in catalogue value due to Scott pricing inconsistencies.

Symbols and Abbreviations (see chart above for gum symbols)

B  Block E Essay pmk.  Postmark No. Scott Catalogue Number
=  Cover P Proof cds Circular Datestamp hs Handstamp
FC  Fancy Cancel TC  Trial Color Proof var. Variety ms. Manuscript

Revised 9/2018 Gross



William H. Gross

Bill Gross is the Portfolio Manager of the Global Unconstrained Bond and Total Return strategies
and a member of the global macro fixed income leadership team at Janus Henderson Investors.
Mr. Gross co-founded PIMCO in 1971 and served as managing director and chief investment of-
ficer until joining Janus in 2014. Throughout his career, he has received numerous awards,
including Morningstar Fixed Income Manager of the Decade for 2000 to 2009 and Fixed Income
Manager of the Year for 1998, 2000 and 2007. Mr. Gross became the first portfolio manager
inducted into the Fixed Income Analysts Society’s Hall of Fame in 1996 and received the Bond
Market Association’s Distinguished Service Award in 2000. In 201 I, Institutional Investor mag-
azine awarded him the Money Management Lifetime Achievement Award. Mr. Gross is a
renowned expert on the bond market and at the forefront of thought leadership on the subject
of fixed income investing. He is also author of the books “Everything You’ve Heard About
Investing Is Wrong” and “Bill Gross on Investing.” He is based in Newport Beach, California.

Mr. Gross holds a bachelor’s degree from Duke University and an MBA from the Anderson
School of Management at the University of California — Los Angeles. He has 47 years of financial
industry experience.




The Willlam H. Gross Collection

ednesday, October 3rd, will be a bittersweet day for us. On that day

we’ll begin the series of auction sales to disperse one of the greatest

United States stamp and postal history collections ever formed. We

are selling not just any collection, but the collection formed by the world-

renowned bond fund manager, William H. “Bill” Gross.

Many people know of Bill Gross from his countless
appearances and interviews on business channels over the
years. He is the legendary investor, managing billions of
dollars of assets and astutely analyzing the financial markets.
But we are among the few who know a side of Bill Gross
that is not so public. It is the person we have grown to
admire and respect over our quarter-century relationship.

It began with a telephone call from Bill late in 1992. He
wished to bid in an auction at Ivy, Shreve & Mader, a
company we managed for many years. He introduced
himself by saying, “I would like to make arrangements to
spend upwards of one million dollars,” which we thought
was odd, since the entire auction was barely worth that
much. Up to that point, we had never heard of Bill Gross
or the reputation he was building in the financial world.
Although he bid in the auction, he was largely unsuccessful.
As with many collectors starting out, he was just beginning
to feel his way in the market, learning the material and the
values. Bill’s great intellect made him a quick learner, and
he rapidly developed a keen eye for quality and awareness
of which items were “important.”

Bill approached us early on and asked if we would
become his philatelic advisors, which he later described as
his “golf swing” coaches of stamps. He was determined to
build what he hoped would be one of the most important
United States collections ever formed. Bill certainly had the
means and inclination to embark on such a journey. That
he chose us to be his trusted guides was a life-changing
moment for us. We remain grateful for his decision and
humbled by the honor.

It was fortuitous that Bill made his decision to build an
important collection in mid-1993, just before the collection
formed by Ryohei Ishikawa was going under the hammer at
Christie’s. Bill asked us to advise and represent him in the
sale. Even at this formative stage in his collecting career,
Bill understood and recognized the extraordinary items
presented in that sale. If he were going to build a world-
class collection, the Ishikawa sale was a critical buying
opportunity.

Over the two-day auction in September 1993, Bill was
hugely successful in acquiring many of the important items
from the Ishikawa collection, and we were excited to have
counseled him in the process. After the auction, he asked us
if our very young son, Anthony, collected stamps, and we
said not yet, given he was only three years old. Bill’s
response was, “well, he does now... I want to give him lot
437, which I just bought.” It was a magnificent Civil War
patriotic cover he paid many thousands of dollars for just a
few hours earlier. It was the first of Bill's many generous
and kind gestures towards our family.

Over the next two and a half decades we assisted Bill in
amassing what is, without question, an unrivalled and
breathtaking assemblage of many of the most iconic and
desirable items in United States philately. This first auction
sale is just the tip of the Gross philatelic iceberg, with more
auctions to follow in 2019 and 2020.

While working together in building this collection—Bill
always calls his collection “our” collection—he has displayed
a remarkably generous side to us and to the world in
general. A gesture that still leaves the two of us speechless
occurred when the Smithsonian National Postal Museum in
Washington, D.C., needed an additional $2,000,000 to
begin construction of the new William H. Gross National
Stamp Gallery. After Bill had already committed the initial
gift of $9,000,000, he agreed to fund the additional
$2,000,000, with one proviso: the main gallery within the
museum—the National Stamp Salon, which was to hold the
museum’s most famous and valuable stamp treasures—had
to be named for us. Having a Smithsonian gallery with your
name on it is an unusual honor, to say the least, and it was
Bill’s generosity that made it happen for us.

More important, Bill's philanthropy has made a huge
difference to so many less fortunate people in the world,
and stamps have played a role. How? Because in 2007, Bill
approached us and said it was time to start selling his stamp
collections from countries other than the United States (he
was still actively adding to the U.S.). In the period from
2007 through 2016, Bill sold in excess of $27,000,000 worth
of his worldwide stamps and donated most of those
proceeds to such worthy causes as Doctors Without
Borders/Médecins Sans Frontieres, Millennium Villages
Project at the Earth Institute and the Smithsonian National
Postal Museum. Just as earlier sales have made a difference
in the world, some portion of the proceeds from the forth-
coming auction series will benefit charitable organizations.

Returning to the opening thought of this introduction, it
is a bittersweet moment for us. Letting go of “our” stamp
collection is difficult, but Bill has made the decision it is
time to share his philatelic treasures with other collectors.
He wants them to take on the responsibility of protecting
and sharing the rare and unique artifacts of America’s
postal history. As he discovered, the pride of ownership is
enhanced when others join in for the journey.

Thank you, Bill, for your trust, kindness and willingness
to let us participate with you in building a United States
philatelic collection that will be talked about and admired
for generations to come.

CHARLES F. SHREVE
TRACY L. CAREY
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The Sixth Wave

Every collector can collect something that is part of the

continuum that is art and be able to say, without stretching

the truth, that there is an element of immortality in what

they have collected.

very time I prepare to write a catalogue entry for a
| philatelic treasure, I ask the question, what makes

this item so special? I asked that question 106 times
e fOT this catalogue.

To come up with all of the answers, it took 38 years of
accumulated experience and a month of eighteen-hour days
researching paper and digital records, hunting down leads,
turning the pages of dusty old books in the Collectors Club
library, and inflicting a modest degree of marital neglect.

In the broader view, what makes the Gross collection so
special? Experienced philatelists can fully appreciate where
Bill Gross stands in the pantheon of great stamp collectors,
but I wish to explain it to those who might not know
enough to judge the importance of this collection and the
items it contains. This also gives me a chance to present my
Wave Theory of stamp collecting—there have been five
waves, and the sixth is starting.

The William H. Gross collection is the product of 25 years
of diligent collecting, virtually unlimited resources, and the
wise decision to listen to knowledgeable advice about rarity,
quality and opportunity. In the past, great collections were
formed with the help of professionals—Warren Colson,
Eugene Klein, Ezra Cole and the Weill brothers, to name a
few American dealers. In the future, the name Shreve will
be inextricably associated with the Gross collection.

As any serious collector in any area will attest, there is
always a critical moment when the stars and planets align,
and an opportunity arises, requiring a carpe opportunitatem
decision. For Bill Gross, it was Christie’s sale of the Ishikawa
collection in 1993. Over two days, he acquired lots totaling
nearly $2 million in value, including the 5¢ 1847 Lord
Crawford block and the 10¢ 1847 Bible block (lots 13 and
14 in this sale). From then on, whenever an important
collection or item was available, there was a good chance
Bill Gross would authorize the Shreves to attempt to
acquire it, and they often succeeded.

Therefore, the years from 1993 to 2018 will go down in
history as the Gross Era, when his determination and means
exerted a gravitational pull on many of the greatest items in
American philately. This occurred during the period I call
the Fifth Wave—I will explain this concept.

As philately evolved into a serious pursuit, from the late
1800s through World War I—the First Wave—the largest
and most valuable stamp collections were international in
scope and concentrated in the hands of a few titans of
collecting. The biggest titan of them all was Philipp von
Ferrary. His ownership of thousands of rarities across scores
of countries defined the First Wave as the Ferrary Era.

During this period, there were others who formed major
collections, and their names will be found in this catalogue:
Ackerman, Ayer, Lord Crawford, Crocker, Duveen, Thorne
and Worthington. But these collectors had to collect in
Ferrary’s world, which limited the availability of many
outstanding items. Private sales through dealers were far

STEWART TURCOTTE

more significant than auction sales at this time, and it was
access to material through dealers that gave these collectors
the opportunity to build important collections in competi-
tion with Ferrary. Additionally, during the First Wave, many
wonderful discoveries were being made, as a new genera-
tion of dealers searched the world for hidden philatelic
treasures. Many of these were snapped up by collectors
other than Ferrary. The 24¢ 1869 Invert block (lot 89) was
found around 1888 and sold to Thorne. The 10¢ 1847
Bible block was discovered around 1910 and sold to Gibson.
The 90¢ Newbury cover (lot 50) was bought by Ernest
Jacobs from the addressee’s heirs in 1912. These iconic
items come from the last great period of philatelic discovery,
which for the most part ended just after World War 1.

Beginning in 1917, there was a great turnover in major
collections. Worthington’s was sold in 1917. Three years
after Duveen’s death in 1919, his collection was dispersed
through private sales. Ferrary died in 1917, and four years
later his massive collection was sold in a series of auctions.
These sales of important worldwide collections formed
before World War I started the Second Wave, in which
collecting took place on an unprecedented scale, with even
more participants and capital investment. Collectors such as
King George V, Burrus, Caspary, Emerson, Gibson, Green,
Hind, Lapham, Lichtenstein and Newbury dominated the
Second Wave, which began to wind down during and after
World War II. Lichtenstein’s death in 1947 removed him
from the market. Caspary’s worldwide collection was sold
immediately after his death in 1955. Around this time, the
Third Wave commenced as a new generation of collectors
and dealers began to dominate the market, especially for
United States material. Benjamin D. Phillips, Philip G. Rust,
John R. Boker, Jr., and Josiah K. Lilly, Jr., were the major
forces in this post-war period, and no dealer dominated the
market more than Raymond and Roger Weill.

In the late 60s and 70s, material from these great collec-
tions started to enter the market, beginning the Fourth
Wave. Among the collectors of United States ready to
acquire key items was Ryohei Ishikawa, a wealthy Japanese
businessman who collected stamps and competed in interna-
tional exhibitions. The German billionaire, Erivan Haub,
also started building his U.S. and German States collections.
The Fourth Wave began winding down toward the end of
the 80s, when the sale of the Weills” stock occurred, and it
officially ended with the start of the Fifth Wave in 1993,
when the Ishikawa collection was sold.

Now, with the sale of the Gross collection, we start what
I call the Sixth Wave, presenting new collectors with an
opportunity to establish their own immortal collections.

SCOTT R. TREPEL
PRESIDENT
ROBERT A. SIEGEL AUCTION GALLERIES




UNITED STATES STAMP

TREASURES

Lot |




LOT I°

One of the two most outstanding covers with the New York postmaster’s

provisional stamp used from another post office—in this case, the triple 5¢

rate from Boston is paid by a superb and extremely rare vertical corner

sheet-margin pair with small “ACM” initials and a single without initials

ESTIMATE $20,000-30,000

DESCRIPTION

New York, N.Y., 5¢ Black on Bluish, “ACM” Initials (9X1b variety),
Positions 31/36, vertical pair with huge bottom left corner sheet
margins and large margins all around, small magenta “4CM” initials
unconnected without periods (unlisted variety—similar to small
“A.C.M.” with periods), used with 5¢ Black on Bluish, Without
Signature (9X1e), Position 22, full to large margins, each stamp with
similar blue manuscript cancel on undated 1845 folded cover from
Boston to Howland & Aspinwall in New York City, red “Boston Mass.
Nov. 127 circular datestamp, magenta manuscript “/5” (cents) rate
applied in Boston, sender’s manuscript notation “U.S. Mail paid”, red
“PAID” arc handstamp applied on arrival in New York City to indicate
stamps accepted as prepayment of triple 5¢ rate postage

PROVENANCE

G. E. Jones (J. W. Scott, 11/8/1906), according to notation on back

Henry G. Lapham (and his son, Raymond), probably acquired
privately in 1922 from the Henry C. Gibson, Sr., collection

Probably Warren H. Colson (stock acquired by Weills in 1963)
Edward Grombacher (bought and sold privately through Weills)

Weill Brothers’ Stock, Christie’s Robson Lowe sale, 10/12/1989,
lot 588, to private collector

Siegel Auction Galleries, 1996 Rarities of the World, 5/21/1996,
Sale 777, lot 5, to William H. Gross

CENSUS, LITERATURE AND EXHIBITION REFERENCES

USPCS census no. 20388
https://www.uspcs.org/resource-center/censuses/postmasters-provision-
als-cover-census/

Stanley M. Piller, The New York Postmaster’s Provisional, fig. 97, p. 72

Gordon Eubanks, Jr., “The William H. Gross United States Collection,”
Chronicle 258, May 2018

CERTIFICATION

The Philatelic Foundation (1989)

CONDITION NOTES

Very Fine cover with a superb vertical corner-margin pair; file folds
not affecting stamps; light waterstain around No. 9X1e, which also has
a pinhole just under Washington’s right eye

Pencil note on back “G E Jones Coll, ] W Scott Co., Nov. 8, 1906.” Also
signed “R. H. Weill” in pencil (Raymond H. Weill)

HISTORY AND COMMENTARY

The First Postmaster Provisional Issue

The New York 5¢ provisional stamp was the first, the
most elegantly executed and the most widely used of the
provisionals issued by eleven different post offices between
1845 and 1847. It is the only stamp among the 1845-47 pro-
visionals known to have been distributed to other cities.

The stamp, printed in black from an engraved plate of 40
subjects, bears George Washington’s portrait, based on the
well-known oil paintings by Gilbert Stuart. The Rawdon,
Wright and Hatch firm’s successful performance in engrav-
ing and printing the New York provisional earned them the
contract—without competition—for the first General Issue
in 1847. Perhaps the most significant aspect of the New York
provisional is how it demonstrated the efficacy of adhesive
postage stamps to the public and to Congress, paving the
way for the first federal issue.

New York City’s former mayor and progressive new post-
master, Robert H. Morris (1802-1855), took office on May
21, 1845, and quickly organized his staff. Morris hired his
brothers-in-law, Marcena Monson, Jr., and Alonzo Castle
Monson (1822-1902), to help manage the enormous post
office operations, which had recently been relocated to the
“New Post Office” inside the Dutch Reformed Church build-
ing on Nassau Street. Morris served as New York’s postmas-
ter for the next four years, a period of great change in the
nation’s postal system. He was replaced in May 1849 after
Whig candidate Zachary Taylor assumed the presidency.

The Act of March 1845 postal reforms went into effect on
July 1, 1845. Postmaster Morris decided to issue adhesive
stamps sometime prior to July 12, 1845. His letter book con-
tains the announcement of the new stamp sent to postmas-
ters in four cities. Morris also arranged to distribute stamps
to cities outside of New York and instructed the postmasters
to treat the letters as unpaid at origin, but stipulated that
New York would accept them as prepaid on arrival. This
cover from Boston is prepaid for the triple 5¢ under-300
miles rate with three New York provisional stamps, including
a vertical pair with corner sheet margins. It was treated as
fully paid when it reached the New York City post office.

There are 22 New York provisional covers recorded from
Boston, but several are extensively restored. This cover is
the finest multiple-rate use from Boston, bearing the only
vertical sheet-margin pair known on or off cover. It is also
the only combination of signed and unsigned stamps on one
cover. Finally, it is the only example of the unsigned stamp
used outside New York City. We consider this cover and the
cover from Canada with a sheet-margin pair to be the two
most outstanding examples of the New York provisional
used from other cities. m

The William H. Gross Collection



UNITED STATES STAMP
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Lot 2




LOT 2°

The rare “RHM” initialed stamp is used here on one of the seven New York

postmaster’s provisional covers from New Hamburgh in Dutchess County,

all originating from James Lenox, whose collection of art, books and manuscripts

became one of the cornerstones of The New York Public Library

ESTIMATE $7,500-10,000

DESCRIPTION

New York, N.Y., 5¢ Black on Bluish, “RHM” Initials (9X1d),

Position 40 from the bottom right corner of the sheet, large margins to
clear at lower right, bold magenta “RHM” initials reading from top to
bottom, tied by blue manuscript cancel (applied on arrival in New
York City) on folded letter datelined “Netherwood 12 Augst 1845"—
Netherwood was the Lenox estate in Dutchess County, New York—
addressed to Thomas L. Callender, Sun Mutual Insurance Company,
Wall Street, New York City, manuscript “New Hamburgh Augst 12 NY”
postmark and “5” rate, red “PAID” arc handstamp applied on arrival in
New York City to indicate stamp accepted as prepayment, neatly dock-
eted “Recd. 13 Agt”

PROVENANCE

Charles A. Shierson, H. R. Harmer sale, 5/22/1961, lot 45

Daniel F. Kelleher sale, 10/4/1974

Louis Grunin (New York collection sold privately to Andrew Levitt)

Daniel F. Kelleher, Sale 573, 9/30-10/1/1983, lot 153

CENSUS, LITERATURE AND EXHIBITION REFERENCES

USPCS census no. 20301
https://www.uspcs.org/resource-center/censuses/postmasters-provision-
als-cover-census/

Stanley M. Piller, The New York Postmaster’s Provisional, fig. 90, p. 67

CONDITION NOTES
Very Fine example of Scott No. 9X1d on a pristine folded letter

HISTORY AND COMMENTARY

James Lenox Writing from Netherwood Manor

In 1855 James Lenox was the third wealthiest resident of
New York City. He was a dedicated collector of art, rare
books and manuscripts, and his magnificent collection,
including a Gutenberg Bible, formed the basis of the Lenox
Library. In 1895 the Lenox Library was consolidated with
the Astor Library and the Tilden Trust to form the New York
Public Library. Through his generous philanthropy, Lenox
also founded the Presbyterian Hospital.

James Lenox
(1800-1880)

While his Fifth Avenue townhouse was being built, Lenox
spent the summer of 1845 in Netherwood, his manor house
in New Hamburgh in Dutchess County, located approxi-
mately 80 miles north of Manhattan. From there he corre-
sponded with associates in New York and Boston, using the
recently issued 5¢ provisional stamps to prepay postage, all
with Robert H. Morris’s initials (Scott 9X1d).

There are seven recorded letters sent by Lenox from New
Hamburgh with “RHM” initialed stamps. One was mailed in
New York City; the other six have the manuscript New Ham-
burgh postmark. m

The William H. Gross Collection
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The William H. Gross Collection

LOT 3°

One of two recorded Annapolis, Maryland, postmaster’s provisional stamped

envelopes, discovered in 1895 and owned by renowned collectors, including

the Earl of Crawford, Lapham, Caspary and Frelinghuysen—unquestionably

one of the icons of classic United States philately

ESTIMATE $300,000-400,000

DESCRIPTION

Annapolis, Maryland, 5¢ Carmine Red on White entire (2XU1),

a complete and sharp impression of “POST OFFICE/ANNAPOLIS MD.”
Eagle and Shield negative circular handstamp with equally clear “5”
and “PAID” handstamps impressed separately in same shade of
Carmine Red ink, sharp strike of blue “Annapolis Md. 20 Mar.” (1846
or 1847) circular datestamp on white envelope (120 x 71 mm)
addressed to “Chas. S. Carstairs, Care of John Latour & Co., No. 261 South
Front St., Phila. Penna.”, manuscript check mark at center of envelope

PROVENANCE

Both recorded examples discovered in 1895 (Carstairs, Philadelphia)
and sold to Burger Brothers, New York stamp dealers

William A. Castle (privately from Burger Brothers)

James Ludovic Lindsay, the 26th Earl of Crawford (privately)
Alfred H. Caspary (bought and sold privately)

Henry G. Lapham (and his son, Raymond)

Warren H. Colson

Sen. Peter H. B. Frelinghuysen (bought privately from Colson), Siegel
Auction Galleries, 3/28/2012, Sale 1020, lot 2, to William H. Gross

CENSUS, LITERATURE AND EXHIBITION REFERENCES

USPCS census no. 20007
https://www.uspcs.org/resource-center/censuses/postmasters-provision-
als-cover-census/

Siegel census no. 2XU1-COV-01
https://siegelauctions.com/census/us/scott/2X U1

Special exhibition in United States 1905 (Lord Crawford)
London International Philatelic Exhibition 1906 (Lord Crawford)

World Stamp Show 2016 Court of Honor (Gross)

CERTIFICATION
The Philatelic Foundation (2011)

CONDITION NOTES
Extremely Fine and absolutely flawless condition

Small “W.H.C.” handstamp at lower right (Warren H. Colson)

HISTORY AND COMMENTARY

The Annapolis Postmaster

Martin F. Revell received his postmaster’s appointment
from President John Tyler on November 28, 1844 (original
commission is located in the Maryland State Archives). This
was the month of the 1844 election, which voted into office
the Democratic Party’s presidential candidate, James K.
Polk. Tyler, who succeeded William Henry Harrison as Pres-
ident after Harrison’s unexpected death in 1841, realized he
had no hope of being elected in 1844. To defeat Whig op-
position and help his cause for Texas annexation, Tyler with-
drew from the race and backed a third party, the
Democratic-Republicans. Under pressure from Tyler’s con-
stituents, the Democratic Party nominated Polk as its pro-
annexation candidate. In March 1845 members of the
Democratic Party of Anne Arundel County sent a letter to
Polk, urging him to retain Revell as postmaster (Maryland
State Archives). On March 15, 1845, Polk signed Revell’s sec-
ond appointment (shown on the following page). Revell
served until 1849, when the Whig Party’s candidate Zachary
Taylor won the presidency and entered office.

Annapolis Provisional Handstamp

Revell used a negative-image circular Eagle and Shield
seal as a postmark on letters, struck in blue or red, usually
in conjunction with a “2” or “5” cents due rate handstamp.
Letters with these markings applied after mailing were not
purchased from the post office as a form of prepaid postage;
therefore, they are not the true Annapolis postmaster’s pro-
visional, but are often placed into collections as an affordable
substitute.

The two recorded Annapolis provisional envelopes have
red impressions of the Eagle and Shield seal, “5” and “Paid”
applied in advance of sale and use. Looking at the back of
each envelope, it is obvious that the red markings were heav-
ily impressed into the paper before a letter was placed inside
the envelope. The blue circular datestamp was applied after
the envelope was put into the mail.

Discovery of the Two Annapolis Provisional Envelopes
The discovery of the two Annapolis provisional envelopes
is well-documented in a letter written by Burger & Co. and
published in various editions of the Luff book. The ad-
dressee, Charles S. Carstairs, and his descendants were part
of a large Philadelphia family involved in importing and
liquor-dealing. In 1865 Charles S. Carstairs is listed as an
importer at 126 Walnut & 21 Granite. However, Burger’s
statement that he was given the opportunity to examine the
business correspondence of the “firm of Carstairs” in

continued on next page
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Martin F. Revell free frank (above) and Revell’s 1845 appointment
signed by President Polk and Secretary of State Buchanan (right)

Appointment courtesy of Profiles in History

Lot 3 continued

January 1895 suggests that he visited the liquor-selling firm of
Carstairs & McCall, which was the family’s principal business from
1870 to 1909.

The two Annapolis provisionals are directed to the care of John
Latour & Co. at 261 Front Street. Latour (1798-1850) was a South-
wark district merchant who imported goods, including cocoa,
brandy and salad oil. Latour also owned the brig Pacific, captained
by his son, Amedée. From 1813 to 1847 Latour’s warehouse was lo-
cated at 261 Front Street (later re-numbered 509).

Sale Histories of the Two Annapolis Provisionals

Following the discovery of the two Annapolis provisional en-
velopes by Gus A. Burger, they traveled separate paths until they
were briefly reunited by Alfred H. Caspary in 1933. For the purpose
of giving the ownership history of each envelope, we will refer to
them by their postmark dates, March 20 (this lot) and April 8.

A letter written by Burger & Co. to Hugh Clark, dated March
17,1937, and published in the Luff 1941 reprint, states that one of
the envelopes was sold to “Mr. W. A. Castle of this city” (New York)
and the other to “Mr. Ferrari of Paris, France.”

The March 20 envelope is the one sold to William A. Castle, a
wealthy businessman from Springfield, Massachusetts, who had of-
fices in New York City. Castle purchased the March 20 envelope
from Burger & Co. when he was actively collecting stamps in the
1890s . His collection of United States Revenue stamps was sold by
B. L. Drew on April 22, 1903. Around this time Castle’s March 20
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envelope was sold to James Ludovic Lindsay, the 26th Earl of Craw-
ford and one of the great collectors of stamps, essays, proofs and
philatelic literature. Lord Crawford showed his United States col-
lection, including the Annapolis provisional, in special exhibitions
held in the United States in 1905. According to Robson Lowe, the
Annapolis was also exhibited at the 1906 International Philatelic Ex-
hibition in London. Lord Crawford died on January 31, 1914, and
his estate executors eventually agreed to sell the entire United States
collection for $60,000 to John A. Klemann of the Nassau Stamp
Company.

Klemann reported his acquisition of the Earl of Crawford’s col-
lection in the November 1915 edition of The Philatelic Gazette. The
Nassau Stamp Company scored a hat-trick of major stamp pur-
chases in the year 1915: the C. E. Chapman U.S. collection in April,
the Henry J. Crocker U.S. collection in August, and the Earl of
Crawford’s U.S. collection in November.

Klemann’s announcement of the Earl of Crawford acquisition
specifically mentioned the “only known copy of the Annapolis.” At
the time it was generally believed that only one Annapolis provi-
sional envelope existed, because the April 8 envelope was hidden
in Ferrary’s collection (the Luff book pictures the March 20 enve-
lope). Klemann also noted that the collection had still not reached
America. It must be remembered that ocean transportation was the
only means available to convey the collection between continents,
and the German U-boat campaign in 1915 threatened merchant
vessels, even those flying neutral flags.

The two recorded examples of the Annapolis provisional envelope: 2XU [-COV-01 and 2XU|-COV-02

April 8 cover at right reproduced from Christie’s Robson Lowe catalogue of the Weill Brothers’ Stock




Despite the dangers lurking in
the North Atlantic waters, the 47
albums and seven portfolios were
carried back to America, where
eager collectors were waiting to be
offered gems from the famous Earl
of Crawford collection. Klemann
sold the March 20 envelope to Al-
fred H. Caspary, who was busy
building what would become one
of the greatest worldwide classic
collections ever formed.

If Caspary had no more infor-
mation than Klemann, he was
probably surprised when the cata-
logue for the third Ferrary sale in
April 1922 revealed the second An-
napolis envelope dated April 8
(Gilbert sale 3, lot 537). With
Warren H. Colson bidding for

The 26th Earl of Crawford Lapham and Caspary in the sale,
(1847-1913) and Hugo Griebert bidding for the
other philatelic colossus, Arthur Hind, the Annapolis April 8
envelope realized FFr 26,000 plus 17.5% government surtax, for a
total of $2,786 in U.S. dollars at the quoted exchange rate (one franc
= 9.12 cents). This was the auction in which the unique British
Guiana One-Cent Magenta sold for FFr 300,000 ($32,148 with
surtax).

The buyer of the Annapolis provisional and British Guiana One-
Cent was Arthur Hind (1856-1933), a British-born textile manufac-
turer who emigrated to the United States in 1890 and, while
running his business from Utica, New York, formed a worldwide
collection of staggering proportions, commensurate with his esti-
mated wealth of $7 to $10 million (about $100 million in today’s
money). Following the 1922 Ferrary sale, the March 20 envelope
remained with Caspary, and the April 8 envelope was owned by
Hind until his death in 1933.

In 1928 and 1929, with the stock market and society roaring,
Hind had attempted to sell his United States and Confederate States
collection through Charles J. Phillips for $535,000. Offers of
$450,000 and $480,000 were made, but Hind rejected them. With
the stock market crash of October 1929, the hope of selling the col-
lection intact faded, and Hind’s financial position weakened. Fol-
lowing Hind’s death in Miami on March 1, 1933, the estate
executors authorized Charles J. Phillips and William C. Kennett, Jr.
(Hind’s philatelic secretary) to sell the collection at unreserved pub-
lic auction, which was held on November 20-24, 1933. The first sale
catalogue listed 1,653 lots of United States and Confederate States
stamps and covers. Since photo-
graphs of regular United States
postage stamps were still banned by
law, only the provisionals, carriers,
locals and Confederate States items
were photographed. Following the
Phillips-Kennett auction, which real-
ized $244,810 (as reported by ‘
Phillips), the balance of the Hind col-
lection, comprising stamps of foreign
countries, was acquired by Hind’s
nephew in England and sold
through H. R. Harmer in London in
eleven sales held in 1934 and 1935,
which realized a total of more than
$675,000.

James Ludovic Lindsay

Alfred H. Caspary (1877-1955)

The Annapolis April 8 envelope, which Hind had acquired in the
Ferrary sale, sold in the Phillips-Kennett auction for $2,600. For
whatever reason, Colson bought it as agent for Caspary, who
became the possessor of the two extant Annapolis provisional
envelopes. He did not own both for long. According to John R.
Boker, Jr. (“Warren H. Colson of Boston — His Stamps; With Ex-
tensive Notes on the Henry G. Lapham Collections and ‘Asides’
About Alfred H. Caspary,” 1989 Congress Book), around this time
Caspary had first pick of an extraordinary collection of unused
German States stamps in Colson’s stock. According to Boker’s
account, Caspary “did not feel like spending money at the time, so
Colson took part cash and the second known copy of the Annapolis
Postmaster’s Provisional envelope. (Caspary had both known en-
velopes which were of slightly different sizes and he retained the
smaller one which was sold in his first sale in 1955. I never learned
from Colson what he had done with the one he received. He could
keep confidences.)”

A reasonable assumption is that Colson sold the March 20 enve-
lope to Henry G. Lapham, but the 1936 TIPEX exhibition catalogue
entry for Lapham’s Postmasters’ Provisionals does not mention the
Annapolis in the description of notable items. Colson did, in fact,
sell the March 20 envelope to Frelinghuysen in 1957.
A note accompanying the item states “...Caspary, who now having
both copies traded the Crawford copy to Colson about 1943. It was
sold about 1945 to an unknown collector. In 1957 it was sold to its
present owner.” The conflicting accounts make it difficult to deter-
mine who owned the March 20 Annapolis between 1933 and 1957.
Nonetheless, we list the Laphams in the provenance.

The April 8 envelope sold as lot 5 in the H. R. Harmer, Novem-
ber 15, 1955, sale of the Caspary collection. It realized $11,000, sell-
ing to Raymond H. Weill, who was acting as agent for Benjamin D.
Phillips, the reclusive collector whose identity was a well-guarded
Weill secret until the last few years of Raymond Weill’s life. In 1961
Phillips agreed to sell the Annapolis and several other provisional
rarities to Weill, who had Josiah K. Lilly, Jr., lined up as a buyer.
According to the Phillips inventory, the Annapolis was valued at
$15,000 in the transaction. When the Lilly collection of Postmasters’
Provisionals was sold through Siegel Auction Galleries on February
2, 1967, the Annapolis was sold as lot 4 for $25,000. The buyer of
record was Weill, but once again he was representing Phillips, whose
inventory shows the reacquisition for $25,000 plus 5% commission
to Weill. In 1968 the Weills purchased the entire Phillips collection
for $4.07 million. It is interesting to note that at both the 1955
Caspary and 1967 Lilly sales, the Annapolis April 8 envelope real-
ized more than the Alexandria “Blue Boy” cover, which was report-
edly sold for one million dollars in the 1980s.

The Annapolis April 8 envelope and other major provisional
rarities in the Phillips collection were subsequently sold to Edward
Grombacher, whose collection of Postmasters’ Provisionals formed
the basis of the October 1989 Weill Brothers’ Stock sale held by
Christie’s Robson Lowe (the Weills had acquired the Grombacher
collection about one year before selling their stock). The Annapolis
realized $260,000 plus the 10% buyer’s premium as lot 604 in the
Weill sale, selling to the Hon. J. William Middendorf bidding by
telephone. The same collector offered the April 8 envelope two
years later as lot 61 in the Christie’s Robson Lowe sale of Important
United States Stamps and Covers held on September 25, 1991, but
it was unsold. It was later sold privately to a collector of United
States covers, with whom it remains today.

The March 20 envelope reappeared in the market when the
Siegel firm offered the Frelinghuysen collection in 2012. It was
acquired by Mr. Gross in that auction for $550,000 plus the 15%
buyer’s premium, establishing a new record for the Annapolis
postmaster’s provisional entire. m

The William H. Gross Collection
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The William H. Gross Collection

LOT 4°

One of two recorded pairs of the provisional stamps issued by Baltimore

postmaster James M. Buchanan, whose engraved signhature appears in the

distinctive design—both pairs are on white paper, and they are the only

known multiples of this celebrated postmaster’s provisional issue

ESTIMATE $75,000-100,000

DESCRIPTION

Baltimore, Maryland, 5¢ Black on White (3X1), Positions 3/5, vertical
pair, trace of frameline at bottom left, tied by cross-hatched pen
strokes, matching manuscript “I/0” rate, clear strike of blue “Baltimore
Md. Mar. 21”7 (1847) circular datestamp and matching “PAID” hand-
stamp on cover to Miss Mary Floyd in Port Tobacco, Maryland
PROVENANCE

All sales private until 2012 Frelinghuysen auction

Frederick Wellington Ayer

George H. Worthington

Henry C. Gibson, Sr.

Henry G. Lapham (and his son, Raymond)

Warren H. Colson

Sen. Peter H. B. Frelinghuysen (bought privately from Colson), Siegel
Auction Galleries, 3/28/2012, Sale 1020, lot 4, to William H. Gross

CENSUS, LITERATURE AND EXHIBITION REFERENCES

USPCS census no. 20122
https://www.uspcs.org/resource-center/censuses/postmasters-provision-
als-cover-census/

Hayes census no. 27
New York International Philatelic Exhibition 1913 (Worthington)
TIPEX 1936 (Lapham)

CERTIFICATION
The Philatelic Foundation (2011)

CONDITION NOTES

Very Fine appearance; the pair has a pre-use horizontal crease mostly
along the frameline between stamps

Worthington’s source code in pencil on back: “11/20/03 New Eng S. Co.
ESS.SS” (New England Stamp Company, $900.00)

Small “W.H.C.” handstamp at lower left (Warren H. Colson)

HISTORY AND COMMENTARY

The Two Recorded Baltimore Provisional Multiples

The Baltimore provisional stamps were printed from an
engraved plate of twelve subjects, arranged in two vertical
rows of six, comprising nine 5¢ and three 10¢ denomina-
tions. Ruled lines were engraved between the subjects and
around the perimeter, creating framelines. The stamps were
printed on white and bluish papers—the denominations and
papers have their own Scott numbers.

Two pairs, each used on cover, are the only recorded mul-
tiples of any Baltimore provisional stamps. The pair on the
March 21 cover offered here comes from Positions 3/5. This
cover was owned by Frederick W. Ayer, George H. Worthing-
ton, Henry C. Gibson, Sr., Henry G. Lapham (and his son
Raymond) and Senator Peter H. B. Frelinghuysen.

Frederick Wellington Ayer (1855-1936) was president of
the Eastern Manufacturing Company of Brewer, Maine, and
a noted antique collector and authority. Between 1892 and
1897 Ayer embarked on a philatelic buying spree, spending
(by some reports) as much as $750,000 on his collection,
some of it with borrowed money (Bierman, The World’s Great-
est Stamp Collectors, page 95). When Fred’s conservative
banker-father learned of his son’s extravagant philatelic
spending, he presented Fred with a choice between liquida-
tion or disinheritance. Fred chose the former. Beginning in
1897 portions of the Ayer collection were sold through var-
ious dealers, including Charles J. Phillips, Warren H. Colson
and Colson’s former employer, the New England Stamp
Company. Worthington’s 1903 purchase of the March 21
cover from the Ayer collection is described by his philatelic
assistant, Alvin Good, in his book, The Life and Adventures of
a Philatelist (page 65). The back of this cover has Worthing-
ton’s source information written in pencil with his
“BULFINCHES” cost code.

Gibson acquired this March 21 cover when portions of
the Worthington collection were sold privately by Colson in
1915. Gibson sold his provisionals in February 1922, with
Caspary and Lapham buying most of the items. The
Laphams displayed their collection, including the Baltimore
cover, at the Collectors Club of New York in 1928 and at
TIPEX in 1936. Years later, when the Lapham collection was
sold privately by Colson, the March 21 cover was purchased
by Senator Frelinghuysen.

The cover reappeared in the market when the Siegel firm
offered the Frelinghuysen collection in 2012. It was
acquired by Mr. Gross in that auction. m
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Lot 5

Detail




LOT 5°

One of two recorded covers with the Brattleboro postmaster’s provisional

stamp showing any part of the engraver’s imprint—in addition to its rarity as

an imprint example, this cover with a sound stamp tied by the “Paid” hand-

stamp is one of the finest known

ESTIMATE $20,000-30,000

DESCRIPTION

Brattleboro, Vermont, 5¢ Black on Buff (5X1), Position 8, three huge
margins showing guidelines at sides and traces of “Engd. by Thos.
Chubbuck, Bratto.” imprint at bottom, slightly into frameline at top
left, beautiful deep shade and impression, tied by red “PAID” straight-
line handstamp with matching “Brattleboro Vt. Sep. 6” (1846) circular
datestamp on folded letter to Lewis Woodruff at New York City

PROVENANCE

Alfred H. Caspary, H. R. Harmer sale, 11/15/1955, lot 37

Muriel B. Hayes

Philip T. Wall (collection sold privately)

Siegel Auction Galleries, 2000 Rarities of the World, 5/13/2000, Sale
824, lot 17, to William H. Gross

CENSUS, LITERATURE AND EXHIBITION REFERENCES
USPCS census no. 20203
https://www.uspcs.org/resource-center/censuses/postmasters-provision-
als-cover-census/

CERTIFICATION

The Philatelic Foundation (1969)

CONDITION NOTES

Very Fine stamp and cover; file fold clear of stamp

detail from an engraving by Thomas Chubbuck

Source: www.brattleborohistory.com

HISTORY AND COMMENTARY

The Brattleboro Postmaster’s Provisional Stamp

The Brattleboro, Vermont, postmaster responsible for the
engraved adhesive provisional stamp is Dr. Frederick N.
Palmer, who was appointed in July 1845 by President James
K. Polk. He was replaced in November 1848 after the elec-
tion of the Whig candidate, Zachary Taylor.

Dr. Palmer issued his provisional stamps during the sum-
mer of 1846, going to considerable expense to produce
them. Considering that this small post office had revenues
of $1,748 in 1847, the $9 paid by Dr. Palmer for engraving
and printing his stamps was a relatively large expense.

The stamp itself is small and rectangular in shape. The
central design element is Palmer’s facsimile initials “F.N.P.”
At top is the post office name, at sides the letters “PO.”, and
at bottom the denomination “5 Cents.” The plate of ten sub-
jects was arranged in two horizontal rows of five. Directly
below the center stamp of the bottom row is the engraver’s
imprint “Engd. by Thos. Chubbuck, Bratto.” The stamps
were printed in black on a thick buff paper. The soft, porous
nature of the paper makes the stamps extremely prone to
thins on the back or scuffs on the face. The stamp on this
cover is sound, which is remarkable in and of itself.

IR G AL S e R RO AR T MRS TR
Thomas Chubbuck’s imprint below Position 8—this detail is from
the only known stamp with the complete imprint (not lot 5)

The 52 stamps recorded by Philip T. Wall reflect an un-
usually high survival rate. By comparison, for the 1847 Issue,
of which the Brattleboro post office received 3,600 5¢ and
300 10¢ stamps, there are only fourteen 5¢ 1847 covers and
no 10¢ 1847 covers recorded in the USPCS census.

Of the 52 stamps recorded in the USPCS census, only five
are from Position 8, below which the imprint is engraved.
Two of the four are off cover, and three are on covers, one
of which is cut in at bottom and does not show any part of
the imprint. The cover offered here was part of the Wall
collection, which was sold privately and dispersed over sev-
eral years—MTr. Gross acquired the cover in the 2000 Rarities
of the World sale. m

The William H. Gross Collection
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LOT 6°

This is one of the finest of the eight recorded covers with the distinctive

Millbury postmaster’s provisional stamp—the cartoon-like woodcut portrait

of George Washington was undoubtedly inspired by the engraved provisional

stamp issued earlier by the New York City postmaster

ESTIMATE $300,000-400,000

DESCRIPTION

Millbury, Massachusetts, 5¢ Black on Bluish (7X1), large margins to
ample at bottom, sharp impression, tied by red “PAID” handstamp,
matching “Milbury Ms. Jan. 12”7 (1847) circular datestamp and “5”
sans-serif numeral in circle handstamp (the latest of four different
numeral handstamps used on Millbury provisional covers) on light
brown envelope to “Mr. William E. Hoit, Care Loder & Co., 83 Cedar St.,
New York”

PROVENANCE

All sales private until 2012 Frelinghuysen auction

Frank J. Dutcher

Henry G. Lapham (and his son, Raymond)

Warren H. Colson

Sen. Peter H. B. Frelinghuysen (bought privately from Colson), Siegel
Auction Galleries, 3/28/2012, Sale 1020, lot 15, to William H. Gross

CENSUS, LITERATURE AND EXHIBITION REFERENCES

USPCS census no. 20240
https://www.uspcs.org/resource-center/censuses/postmasters-provision-
als-cover-census/

Siegel census no. 7X1-COV-19
https://siegelauctions.com/census/us/scott/7X1

New York International Philatelic Exhibition 1926 (Lapham)
World Stamp Show 2016 Court of Honor (Gross)

CERTIFICATION
The Philatelic Foundation (2011)

CONDITION NOTES

Extremely Fine—a superb stamp on fresh cover—opening tear in
backflap barely shows at top edge

Small “W.H.C.” handstamp at lower right (Warren H. Colson)

HISTORY AND COMMENTARY

The Millbury Postmaster

Colonel Asa Holman Waters II (1808-1887) was a wealthy
and well-educated resident of Millbury, Massachusetts, a mill
town near Worcester with a population of 3,000 in the 1850s.
Holman was graduated from Yale in 1829 and earned his
law degree from Harvard. His considerable family wealth
came from manufacturing guns, including the 1836 Army
Flintlock Pistol made by Waters and Johnson from 1836 to
1844. The mansion he built in 1832 still stands as a historical
site.

Asa H.Waters Il (1808-87)
Millbury Postmaster
1836-1848

Waters received his postmaster’s appointment from
President Andrew Jackson on January 18, 1836, and he
served as nominal postmaster through the administrations
of Jackson, Van Buren, Harrison, Tyler and Polk. Most of
the functions of postmaster were performed by Waters’
deputy, Henry Waterman, a local jeweler, who was directly
responsible for issuing the adhesive provisional stamp in
1846. Waterman succeeded Colonel Waters as postmaster on
November 10, 1848.

Waters and Johnson 1836 Army Flintlock pistol

continued on next page

The William H. Gross Collection
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UNITED STATES STAMP

Lot 6 continued

The Millbury Stamp

The distinctive Millbury provisional stamp is one of two post-
masters’ 1845-47 issues with portraits, both of which depict George
Washington. The other is the New York City stamp, which was
issued first and probably provided the inspiration for the Millbury
design. The Millbury was printed by typography from a single
woodcut die. The cartoon-like engraving is a three-quarter portrait
of Washington, with the words “POST OFFICE” above and value
expressed below as “PAID 5 Cts.”—the post office name is entirely
absent. All known examples are printed in black on a bluish white
paper. The town postmark used on mail spells the name “Milbury”
with one L, but the official spelling is with two L.

The Millbury provisional at left and the New York provisional at right

Nineteen examples of the Millbury provisional are recorded in
the Siegel census (and USPCS census), including one with original
gum, seven cancelled off cover (all have faults), three cancelled on
pieces (one sound, the others with faults) and eight on covers (six
sound, two with faults).

Discovery of the First Millbury Provisional Stamps

The first examples of the Millbury provisional were found on two
letters contained in bound volumes of correspondence donated in
1884 to the American Antiquarian Society in Worcester, Massachu-
setts (www.americanantiquarian.org/Findingaids/isaac_davis.pdf).
Both letters are addressed to Isaac Davis—one dated August 21,
1846, and the other December 16, 1846. The discovery of the two
Millbury provisional stamps in 1884 inspired Hiram Deats to write
aletter of inquiry to retired postmaster Asa H. Waters, who replied
on January 24, 1885, crediting his deputy, Henry Waterman, with
issuing the stamp. Waters’s reply is quoted in the Luff book.

The first Millburys discovered were found on two letters addressed to
Isaac Davis, donated to the American Antiquarian Society in 1884

The December 16 Davis cover was sold or exchanged by the
American Antiquarian Society in 1895, and it entered the collection
of a British collector, Sir William B. Avery, who was active in the
1890s and a contemporary of Thomas K. Tapling. The August 21
Davis cover remained in the Society’s collection until shortly after
the 1989 Weill Brothers’ Stock sale. John R. Boker, Jr., acting as
agent for Erivan Haub, was outbid for the December 16 Davis cover
in the Weill sale. Within the next year or two, Boker approached
the Society about deaccessioning the August 21 cover, and they ac-
cepted his offer on behalf of Haub.

Sale History of the Millbury Cover to William E. Hoit

The cover offered here was another early discovery. It is reported
that the niece of the addressee, William E. Hoit, found the cover in
papers at the family home in Worcester. We have been unable to ob-
tain more information about this member of the Hoit family (also
spelled Hoyt). The cover is addressed to William Hoit in care of
Loder & Company at 83 Cedar Street. The Loder firm produced
merchant tokens during the 1850s and advertised itself as “Im-
porters and Jobbers of Fancy and Staple Dry Goods.”

Loder & Co. merchant’s token

Hoit’s niece sold the cover to the New England Stamp Company,
who in turn sold it to Frank J. Dutcher, a wealthy member of the
Hopedale Community in Massachusetts. Dutcher was the first pres-
ident of the Draper Corporation, which later became a division of
the Rockwell Corporation. The Draper loom, patented in 1895, was
cutting-edge technology in textile weaving until after World War I1.
Little has been written about Dutcher’s stamp-collecting activity, but
he was a collector of substantial means in the 1890s and a member
of the Collectors Club of New York.

Frank J. Dutcher
(1850-1930)
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New England Stamp Company’s 1906 season’s greeting card featuring the Millbury cover to William Hoit

The New England Stamp Company pictured this Millbury cover
on a holiday greeting card with the inscription “Compliments of the
Season 1906-1907.” There is no other information about its owner-
ship history between the time it was owned by Frank J. Dutcher and
its display by Henry G. Lapham at the Collectors Club of New York
on April 4, 1928. Lapham owned both this cover and the original-
gum example from the Ferrary collection. The cover was one of the

items acquired by Senator Peter H. B. Frelinghuysen when the
Lapham collection was dispersed privately by Warren H. Colson
after Henry Lapham’s death in 1939.

The Millbury cover reappeared in the market when the Siegel
firm offered the Frelinghuysen collection in 2012. It was acquired
by Mr. Gross in that auction for $400,000 plus the 15% buyer’s pre-
mium, establishing a new record for the Millbury. m

Henry G. Lapham (1875-1939)

Sen. Peter H. B. Frelinghuysen (1916-2011)

The William H. Gross Collection
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The William H. Gross Collection

LOT 7°

This matching pair of folded letters includes one of two recorded examples

of the Providence postmaster’s 10¢ provisional stamp genuinely used on

cover—one of the rarest of all United States Postmasters’ Provisionals in

used condition, with only two known on cover and one cancelled off cover

ESTIMATE $30,000-40,000

DESCRIPTION

Matching pair of covers:

Providence, Rhode Island, 5¢ Gray Black (10X1), Position 4, three
large margins to ample at left, cancelled by manuscript check mark,
red “Providence R.I. Oct. 217 circular datestamp, matching “PAID” and
“5” handstamps on blue folded letter with Quaker dateline “Providence
10th mo 20, 1846” from Congdon & Co. to Ripley & Talcott in Hartford,
Connecticut, vertical file fold passes through stamp, thus tying it

Providence, Rhode Island, 10¢ Gray Black (10X2), Position 3, ample
margins except just touched at lower left and barely in at top right,
tied by manuscript check mark, red “Providence R.I. Oct. 17” circular
datestamp, matching “PAID” and “5” handstamps on blue folded letter
with Quaker dateline “Providence 10th mo 16, 1846” from Congdon &
Co. to Ripley & Talcott in Hartford, Connecticut

PROVENANCE
Edward Grombacher (bought and sold privately through Weills)

Weill Brothers’” Stock, Christie’s Robson Lowe sale, 10/12/1989,
lot 638

Dr. Charles E. Test, “Concord” Collection, 1994 Rarities of the World,
Siegel Auction Galleries, 5/19/1994, Sale 759, lot 15, to William H. Gross
CENSUS, LITERATURE AND EXHIBITION REFERENCES

USPCS census nos. 21022 (5¢) and 21020 (10¢)
https://www.uspcs.org/resource-center/censuses/postmasters-provision-
als-cover-census/

Unlisted in Slater census

CERTIFICATION
Each with two certificates from The Philatelic Foundation (1969, 1994)

CONDITION NOTES
5¢ cover Very Fine with stamp creased by file fold; 10¢ cover Very Fine

HISTORY AND COMMENTARY

The Providence Postmaster

The history of the Providence postmaster’s provisional
issue is extensively documented in The Stamps of the Provi-
dence, R.1. Postmaster 1846-47, published in 1930 by Alpheus
B. Slater, Jr. (1860-1936). Very little new information has
come to light since Slater published his book.

Welcome B. Sayles (1812-
1862) was appointed post-
master of Providence in
December 1845 by President
James K. Polk. Before Polk
made the appointment, he
received a cautionary letter
from Edward J. Mallett, the
Providence postmaster from
1831 to November 1845.
Mallett expressed concerns
over Sayles’s strong ties to
the Dorr Rebellion in 1842.
The armed rebellion on May
19, 1842, was the climax to a
longstandin conflict in
Rhgde Islarigd between the WEI;:Z:: dz.n?:z:a)d::s(tlr:;szt;IrS(,Z)
Dorrites, led by Thomas
Dorr, and the Charterites. The Dorrites wanted voting rights
in Rhode Island for all men, including those who were not
landowners. The Charterites did not want the original
Rhode Island charter amended to eliminate the voting
requirement of land ownership. After the legislative conflict
escalated into armed conflict, the Dorrite militia tried with-
out success to take control of the Providence arsenal. In the
aftermath, Thomas Dorr was arrested, and Sayles left the
state for two years, returning in 1845.

Despite his role in the Rhode Island suffrage movement,
Sayles received his commission and served four years under
the Polk administration. He was succeeded by Henry L.
Bowen, who served from 1849 to 1853. Sayles was reap-
pointed by President Franklin Pierce and served another
four years until 1857. He went on to publish the Providence
Daily Post newspaper and later served as a lieutenant-colonel
in the Civil War. Lieutenant Colonel Sayles was killed on
December 13, 1862, in the Battle of Fredericksburg.

The Providence Provisional Stamps

Postmaster Sayles was aware of the success of Great
Britain’s postal reforms, including the use of postage stamps.
In the summer of 1846, Sayles secured permission from the
postmaster general to issue stamps for local use. He ordered

continued on next page
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UNITED STATES STAMP

Lot 7 continued

The Union Bank Building, where Providence post office was located

an engraved copper plate from a local engraver named George W.
Babcock. The plate was originally intended to comprise sixteen sub-
jects, arranged four by four, including twelve 5¢ and four 10¢ de-
nominations. The total face value of a sheet printed from the plate
in this original format would have been one dollar. After the layout
lines were etched into the copper surface, the decision was made to
reduce the number of subjects to twelve, comprising eleven 5¢
denominations and one 10¢ subject at the top right of the printed
sheet. The engraving was accomplished entirely by hand, and no
two subjects are exactly alike, although the similarity between the
5¢ and 10¢ denominated stamps caused confusion. The differences
in engraving between one 5¢ subject and another can best be ob-
served in the pearls above the oval and detail of the acanthus leaves
along the bottom.

The Turks Head Building, where Hidden & Co. was located

The finished plate and order for printing was given to Henry A.
Hidden & Company, a large commercial printer of bank notes,
located in the Turks Head building in Providence. The stamps were
printed in grayish black on a crisp grayish white paper used in bank
note production. It is reported that five bundles of 100 sheets, for
a total of 500 sheets (5,500 5¢ stamps and 500 10¢ stamps), together
with the copper plate, were delivered to the post office on Friday,
August 21, 1846.

The sheets furnished by the printer were not gummed, so the
assistant postmaster, Robert H. Barton, spent Sunday applying gum
to the backs of the sheets from two bundles (200 sheets). Two more
bundles were subsequently gummed in a similar manner. Thus, 400
of the 500 sheets were gummed at the post office, and the remaining
100 sheets were left ungummed.

Henry A. Hidden, Providence printer

George W. Babcock, Providence engraver
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Complete sheet of Providence provisional stamps with eleven 5¢ values
and one 10¢ (at top right)—the difference in the denominations is very dif-
ficult to discern
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Post office announcement of provisional stamps dated August 24, 1846

A postmaster’s handbill announcing the availability of the new
stamps is dated August 24, 1846. On the same day, Monday, August
24, this announcement was published in the Providence Daily Journal,
and the stamps were placed on sale at the post office. Sales were dis-
continued when the first General Issue stamps (Scott 1 and 2) were
received on July 31, 1847. The cashier, F. C. Gardiner, reported that
the demand for the provisional stamps tapered off significantly after
the first day, and sales were generally weak during the year that the
provisional stamps were available.

The information and testimony gathered by Slater led him to
surmise that most of the four bundles of gummed sheets were sold
to the public (his estimate was 3,973 5¢ and 347 10¢ stamps). The
remainders of post-office gummed sheets, along with the copper
plate, were in the possession of Postmaster Sayles until he gifted
them to his nephew, Lycurges Sayles, sometime around 1857.

The fifth bundle of 100 ungummed sheets was left in the cellar
of the old Post Office building until the time the office was relocated
to the What Cheer Building. In the process of cleaning out the base-
ment, a janitor put the bundle in the pile for incineration, but a let-
ter carrier, John Hagan, noticed the stamps and asked if he could
have them, since they no longer had postal value. Over years the
sheets in Hagan’s possession — the quantity reported by different
sources ranges from 60 to 100 — were dispersed in various ways,
and many of them were gummed by Hagan to make them more
desirable to collectors. The gum Hagan used was thick, lumpy and
brown, unlike the smoother, lighter-colored gum applied at the post
office.

In 1893 the copper plate and Sayles’s remainders were sold for
$2,500 by Lycurges Sayles to E. B. Hanes, a partner in the Philadel-
phia stamp firm of Bogert & Durbin. The new owners sold the orig-
inal stamps, and they also used the plate over the next 20 years to
make proof impressions on cards (so-called “trial colors”) and
reprints on paper similar to the original issue. The reprint sheets
on stamp paper were made with and without the Bogert & Durbin
name printed on the back. In 1917 the plate was acquired by Slater,
who donated it to the Rhode Island Historical Society.

The Rarity of Used 10¢ Providence Provisional Stamps

The Slater book has a photographic census of 50 5¢ Providence
covers, but a few of the covers listed by Slater are stampless covers
with Providence provisional stamps fraudulently added, thus reduc-
ing his count of genuine covers. Slater did not record any 10¢ cov-
ers. The USPCS census contains 74 entries for the 5¢, but 14 are
either not genuine or duplicate entries. Our estimate of 5¢ covers
is 60, which fits with the distilled USPCS census.

There are only two genuine Providence 10¢ covers, including
the one offered here from the Ripley & Talcott correspondence.
The other 10¢ cover was certified by The Philatelic Foundation (cer-
tificate 490695) after years of controversy over whether or not the
stamp originated. There is also one genuinely cancelled 10¢ stamp
off cover (PF. certificate 221405).

Since both letters offered in this lot have the “5” cents rate hand-
stamp, and the 10¢ letter does not state anything to indicate it was
over the weight limit for a single rate, it appears the 10¢ was applied
in error. Considering the similarity between the two denominations
in the sheet, it is understandable that the mailing clerk at Congdon
& Co. in 1846 would make this mistake. Both certificates accompa-
nying the 10¢ cover state that the stamp was used to pay the 5¢ rate.

The certificates from 1969, signed by John R. Boker, Jr., were
issued to Raymond H. Weill, and we have no record of these covers
prior to that date. The covers were eventually part of the Edward
Grombacher collection, which formed the basis of the 1989 Weill
Brothers’ Stock sale by Christie’s. They were acquired in that sale
by Dr. Charles E. Test, a Weill client, and sold in the 1994 Rarities
of the World sale (the “Concord” Collection) to Mr. Gross.

The William H. Gross Collection
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The William H. Gross Collection

LOT 8°

A choice Providence 5¢ provisional stamp used on an attractive folded letter

ESTIMATE $4,000-5,000

DESCRIPTION

Providence, Rhode Island, 5¢ Gray Black (10X1), Position 9, mostly
large margins to full at sides, cancelled by manuscript check mark, red
“Providence R.I. Sep. 16” circular datestamp, matching “PAID” and “5”
handstamps on folded letter datelined “Providence 16 Sept./46” to Dr.
Chauncey Booth, McLean Asylum in East Cambridge, Massachusetts
PROVENANCE

Marc Haas, Siegel Auction Galleries, 4/22/1980, Sale 561, lot 22

CENSUS, LITERATURE AND EXHIBITION REFERENCES

USPCS census no. 21018
https://www.uspcs.org/resource-center/censuses/postmasters-provision-
als-cover-census/

Slater census no. 8

CERTIFICATION
The Philatelic Foundation (1992)

CONDITION NOTES

Very Fine stamp with small scissors-cut in bottom right margin clear of
design and not noted on certificate; vertical file fold in letter clear of
stamp

HISTORY AND COMMENTARY

Providence Postmaster’s Provisional Issue

On August 24, 1846, the Providence, Rhode Island, post-
master, Welcome B. Sayles, published a handbill announcing
the availability of the new stamps. On the same day, Monday,
August 24, this announcement was published in the Provi-
dence Daily Journal, and the stamps were placed on sale at the
post office. Sales were discontinued when the first General
Issue stamps (Scott 1 and 2) were received on July 31, 1847.
The cashier, F. C. Gardiner, reported that the demand for
the provisional stamps tapered off significantly after the first
day, and sales were generally weak during the year the pro-
visional stamps were available.

The folded letter offered here displays the key elements
of the Providence provisional when properly used. The
stamp is cancelled by the distinctive manuscript check mark,
which rarely ties the stamp (in this case, it does not). The
“Paid” and “5” (cent) rate markings were applied to inform
the receiving post office that postage had been fully prepaid,
alongtime practice of the stampless era. The Providence cir-
cular datestamp is dated September 16, just weeks after the
provisional stamps were released. m
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The William H. Gross Collection

LOT 9°

A marvelous corner sheet-margin 5¢ St. Louis “Bears” provisional stamp

printed on Greenish paper and neatly tied by the red town datestamp on

a folded letter to Jefferson City, Missouri

ESTIMATE $15,000-20,000

DESCRIPTION

St. Louis, Missouri, 5¢ Black on Greenish (11X1), Type III, Position 5,
from the bottom left position with huge corner sheet margins and
large margins at top and right, sharp impression on bright greenish
paper, tied across the corner by red “St. Louis Mo. Dec. 21” circular
datestamp, matching “PAID” handstamp and manuscript “5” rate on
folded cover (contents separated from address panel) datelined

“S. Lowis Decr. 20th 1845” from John F. Darby to Benjamin F. Hickman
in Jefferson City, Missouri

PROVENANCE
Herbert R. Duckwall (sold privately to Colson)
Alfred H. Caspary, H. R. Harmer sale, 11/15/1955, lot 129

Edward Grombacher (bought and sold privately through Weills)

Weill Brothers’” Stock, Christie’s Robson Lowe sale, 10/12/1989,
lot 641

Dr. Charles E. Test, “Concord” Collection, 1994 Rarities of the World,
Siegel Auction Galleries, 5/19/1994, Sale 759, lot 17, to William H. Gross
CENSUS, LITERATURE AND EXHIBITION REFERENCES

USPCS census Nos. 21119
https://www.uspcs.org/resource-center/censuses/postmasters-provision-
als-cover-census/

CERTIFICATION

The Philatelic Foundation (1989)

CONDITION NOTES

Very Fine appearance; address panel with bottom panel intact and let-
ter separated, vertical file fold clear of stamp; stamp with a tiny tear at
top and a lightened manuscript cancellation (nearly invisible pen line)

“WEILL backstamp (Raymond H. Weill Co.)

HISTORY AND COMMENTARY

John M. Wimer, St. Louis Postmaster P
The St. Louis postmaster responsi- "
ble for the famous “Bears” provisional '
stamps, John M. Wimer, was born in
Virginia in 1810 and settled in St.
Louis in 1828. He served two terms as
mayor (1843-1844 and 1857-1858).
Between terms he received his post-
master’s appointment on June 14,
1845, after President James K. Polk
entered office and just 17 days before John M.Wimer (1810-63)
the effective date of the 1845 postal re- Postmaster |845-50
forms. Wimer was replaced as post-
master in 1850. When the Civil War began, Wimer joined
the Confederate army in defense of his native state of Vir-
ginia. In 1862 he was arrested and held at Gratiot Street Mil-
itary Prison and Alton Penitentiary, but Wimer escaped in
December 1862 and reached southwest Missouri where he
joined the command of General Emmet McDonald. Col.
Wimer and Gen. McDonald were killed at Hartsville, Mis-
souri, on January 11, 1863.

St. Louis “Bears” with Corner Sheet Margins

Our records contain the following examples:

1 5¢ 11X1, Position 1, red “Paid” cancel, off cover

2 b¢ 11XI1, Position b, tied by pen, Dec. 24 datestamp
on cover to Pettus, St. Charles Mo., ex Faiman

3 b¢ 11X1, Position b, lightened pen cancel, tied by Dec.
21 datestamp on cover to Hickman, Jefferson City
Mo., the cover offered here

4 b5¢ 11X1, vertical pair, Positions 1/3, tied by Mar. 31
datestamp on large piece, ex Caspary

5 5¢ 11X1, Position 1 with Position 3, tied by pen, Jul.
26 datestamp on cover to Cornelius, Philadelphia

6 10¢ 11X2, Position 6, original gum, ex Frelinghuysen

7 10¢ 11X2, vertical pair, Positions 2/4, tied by pen, Nov.
16 datestamp on cover to Charnley & Whelen,
Philadelphia, ex Caspary

8 10¢ 11X2, Position 2, cut in at bottom, tied by Jan. 28
datestamp on cover to E.D. Morgan & Co., New York,
ex Hessel

9 b5¢ 11X4, Position b, tied by pen, Dec. (?) datestamp
on cover to Springfield Ill., ex Boker

10 10¢, probably 11X5, Position 6, tied by Dec. 4 date-
stamp on either piece or cover, Albrecht 7th Sale

11 5¢ 11X7, Position 5, tied by pen and “Paid”, Mar. 4
datestamp on cover to Pettus, St. Charles Mo.,
ex Faiman m
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The William H. Gross Collection

LOT 10°

A choice 10¢ St. Louis “Bears” provisional stamp printed on Greenish paper

and neatly tied by the red town datestamp—without any pen cancellation—

on a folded letter from the famed Charnley & Whelen correspondence

ESTIMATE $10,000-15,000

DESCRIPTION

St. Louis, Missouri, 10¢ Black on Greenish (11X2), Type I, Position 2,
full even margins, sharp impression on greenish paper, cancelled and
tied solely by red “St. Louis Mo. Jan. 127 (1846) circular datestamp,
matching “PAID” handstamp and manuscript “/0” rate on folded letter
datelined “Saint Louis, January 10th, 1846” from Loker, Renick & Co. to
Charnley & Whelen in Philadelphia

PROVENANCE

Charnley & Whelen correspondence, H. R. Harmer sale, 12/13/1948,
lot 2

T. Cullen Davis, Siegel Auction Galleries, 10/6/1964, Sale 276, lot 15

CENSUS, LITERATURE AND EXHIBITION REFERENCES

USPCS census nos. 21133
https://www.uspcs.org/resource-center/censuses/postmasters-provision-
als-cover-census/

CERTIFICATION
The Philatelic Foundation (1993)

CONDITION NOTES

Very Fine; cover with light horizontal file fold; H. R. Harmer (1948
sale) description noted a “small break” in the stamp’s margin at bottom
from the “2” numeral in datestamp, but this was never mentioned
again nor is it noted on 1993 PF. certificate

HISTORY AND COMMENTARY

The Charnley & Whelen Find

Five large groups of St. Louis “Bears” on covers have
been discovered since the 1845 issue date, providing most
of the known stamps and covers.

In 1869 J. W. Scott acquired a correspondence bearing
50 of the 5¢, 100 of the 10¢ and three 20¢ stamps, probably
all of which have been removed from their original covers.

In 1880 the Riggs correspondence produced 20 examples
of the 5¢ and 10¢. In 1889 the J. & J. Stuart correspondence
provided 25 examples of the 5¢ and 10¢, most on the rare
Pelure paper.

The huge “Louisville” find in 1895, salvaged by a janitor
who was burning papers, yielded 75 of the 5¢, 46 of the 10¢
and 16 of the 20¢, including se-tenant multiples that re-
vealed the plate configuration and proved the authenticity
of the 20¢ stamps, which had been in question since 1869.
All of the stamps in the Louisville find were found on covers
addressed to Tyler & Rutherford, a banking firm in
Louisville, but many of the stamps were later removed.
Additional material from the Tyler & Rutherford correspon-
dence surfaced around 1902 and was acquired by C. H.
Mekeel.

In 1912 the first portion of the Charnley & Whelen cor-
respondence reached philatelists, which provided another
six of the 5¢, 61 of the 10¢ and 16 of the 20¢. Additional
Charnley & Whelen covers were sold over the next three
decades. The cover offered here comes from the December
1948 H. R. Harmer sale. m
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The William H. Gross Collection

LOT 11°

The unique St. Louis “Bears” cover with a 10¢ and 20¢ se-tenant pair—one of

two recorded examples of this combination multiple and the only se-tenant

“Bears” multiple known on cover—an iconic Postmasters’ Provisional rarity

and one of the greatest items in classic United States philately

ESTIMATE $150,000-200,000

DESCRIPTION

St. Louis, Missouri, 20¢-10¢ Black on Gray Lilac, Se-Tenant Pair
(11X5-11X6), Both Type II, Positions 3-4, large margins except cut into
outer frameline at left, deep impression on crisp grayish paper, tied by
two single pen strokes and also tied at lower right by red “St. Louis
Mo. May 317 (1846) circular datestamp, matching “PAID” handstamp
and manuscript “30” triple 10¢ rate on blue folded letter datelined
“Banking House of W. Nisbet & Co., Saint Louis, May 30th, 1846” to
Charnley & Whelen in Philadelphia

PROVENANCE

Charnley & Whelen correspondence, H. R. Harmer sale, 12/13/1948,
lot 35

Siegel Auction Galleries, 1964 Rarities of the World, 2/27/1964, Sale
267, lot 23

John D. Pope II1, John A. Fox sale, 12/1/1984, lot 57

Margie and Robert Faiman, Bennett sale, 10/31/2003, lot 100, to
William H. Gross

CENSUS, LITERATURE AND EXHIBITION REFERENCES

USPCS census no. 21188
https://www.uspcs.org/resource-center/censuses/postmasters-provision-
als-cover-census/

Scott R. Trepel, “United States Classic Covers” (special color feature
for AMERIPEX 1986), Chronicle 130, May 1986

ANPHILEX 1971 (Pope)
World Stamp Show 2016 Court of Honor (Gross)

CERTIFICATION
The Philatelic Foundation (1985)

CONDITION NOTES

Very Fine cover with light horizontal file fold; tiny scissors-cut in top
margin clear of design and not noted on certificate

HISTORY AND COMMENTARY

The St. Louis “Bears” Stamps

The basic design of the St. Louis provisional stamps—two
bears holding the state coat of arms—was chosen to symbol-
ize Missourians’ rugged durability. The “Bears” engraving
is one of the most elaborate of all United States Postmasters’
Provisionals, and the stamps themselves are the most popu-
lar with collectors

The Missouri Republican, November 5, 1845, contained the
following notice:

LETTER STAMPS. Mr. Wimer, the postmaster, has pre-
pared a set of letter stamps, or rather marks, to be put
upon letters, indicating that the postage has been paid.
In this he has copied after the plan adopted by the
postmaster of New York and other cities. These stamps
are engraved to represent the Missouri Coat of Arms,
and are five and ten cents. They are so prepared that
they may be stuck upon a letter like a wafer and will
prove a great convenience to merchants and all those
having many letters to send post paid, as it saves all
trouble of paying at the post-office. They will be sold
as they are sold in the East, viz.: Sixteen five-cent
stamps and eight ten-cent stamps for a dollar. We
would recommend merchants and others to give them
a trial.

In the same paper one week later (November 12, 1845) a
follow-up announcement appeared:

POST-OFFICE STAMPS. Mr. Wimer, the postmaster, re-
quests us to say that he will furnish nine ten-cent
stamps and eighteen five-cent stamps for one dollar,
the difference being required to pay for the printing
of the stamps.

It seems likely that the second, more abbreviated an-
nouncement was published to amend the number of stamps
sold for a dollar from “sixteen” to “eighteen” for the 5¢ and
“eight” to “nine” for the 10¢, which corresponds to 90 cents
in stamps for one dollar in money. The earlier 80 cents for a
dollar exchange rate might have been too high for the public
to bear.

The ambiguous wording of the announcements does not
tell us if the stamps were available when the first announce-
ment was made (November 5) or at the time of the second
announcement (November 12). However, the earliest docu-
mented use of any St. Louis “Bears” stamp is the cover post-
marked November 13 (1845) on a letter dated November 12
(Siegel Sale 993, lot 6).

continued on next page
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Lot 'l continued

St. Louis “Bears” Printing Plate

The “Bears” were printed from an engraved copper plate com-
prising six subjects arranged in two vertical rows of three. The orig-
inal plate was made by a local engraver, J. M. Kershaw, and it was
altered twice. The states of the plate (1, 2 and 3) roughly correspond
to the papers used (Greenish, Gray Lilac and Bluish Pelure), so phi-
latelists say there were three printings (First, Second and Third).
The three states of the plate are shown and described below.

On Plate 1 there were three 5¢ subjects in the vertical row at left
(we refer to the positions on the sheet, which are mirrored on the
plate) and three 10¢ subjects at right. To fill the need for 20¢
stamps, the denominations on two of the 5¢ subjects (Positions 1
and 3) were burnished out and reengraved with “20,” creating Plate
2. After some time the two 5¢ values were restored by burnishing
out the “20” and reengraving “5,” which is Plate 3. The three 10¢
subjects were untouched throughout the modifications to Positions
1 and 3. The 5¢ Position 5 was slightly altered on Plate 3 by adding

a large dot to the inside of the ball at the bottom of the “5.”

St. Louis “Bears” Papers

The first paper used was greenish in color. The earliest recorded
use is November 13, 1845, one week after the first newspaper an-
nouncement of the issue. Most of the Greenish paper supply was
used in combination with Plate 1, comprising three 5¢ subjects in
the vertical row at left and three 10¢ subjects at right. A small supply
of Greenish paper was used with Plate 2, which contained the two
20¢ subjects. As a rule, 5¢ and 10¢ stamps on Greenish paper (Scott
11X1-2) from Plate 2 cannot be distinguished from the Plate 1 print-
ing, although Plate 2 stamps on Greenish must be considerably
rarer. The 20¢ on Greenish (Scott 11X3) is a great rarity with only
six recorded, which indicates that the number of Greenish paper
sheets used in conjunction with Plate 2 must have been very small.

Gray Lilac paper replaced Greenish paper (earliest recorded use
is February 27, 1846) and was only used in conjunction with Plate
2. Of the 20¢ stamps, all except the six known on Greenish paper
are printed on Gray Lilac (Scott 11X6). Because only one position
furnished the 5¢ value, the 5¢ on Gray Lilac (Scott 11X4) is a very

Three States of the St. Louis ‘“Bears’” Plate

Tt L
POST OFFICE

|—Original State

Pos. 1: 5¢ Ty. | Pos. 2: 10¢ Ty. |
Pos. 3: 5¢ Ty. Il Pos. 4: 10¢ Ty. Il
Pos. 5: 5¢ Ty. lll Pos. 6: 10¢ Ty. llI

The types are assigned to each position of the
same value.They can be identified by the bears’
positions and other minor differences.

[POST OFFICE | |POST OFFICE

2—First Alteration

Pos. 1:20¢ Ty. | Pos. 2: 10¢ Ty. |
Pos. 3: 20¢ Ty. Il Pos. 4: 10¢ Ty. Il
Pos. 5: 5¢ Ty. IlI* Pos. 6: 10¢ Ty. Il

* On this state of the plate, there is no large
dot in the bottom ball of “5”
Red frame around Positions 3-4 (lot I 1)

3—Second Alteration

Pos. |: 5¢ Ty. IV* Pos. 2: 10¢ Ty. |
Pos. 3: 5¢ Ty.V* Pos. 4: 10¢ Ty. Il
Pos. 5: 5¢ Ty. l1I** Pos. 6: 10¢ Ty. IlI

* The two “5” numerals are re-engraved
** On this state of the plate, a dot has been
engraved in the bottom ball of “5”




rare stamp. The Plate 2 printing on Gray Lilac also furnished the
only recorded examples of se-tenant multiples, in which stamps of
more than one denomination are joined together.

The last paper used is classified as Pelure, which is extremely thin
and fragile. This paper was used only in conjunction with Plate 3,
containing the two restored 5¢ values in addition to the bottom 5¢
and three 10¢ at right (no 20¢ on Pelure is known). The earliest
recorded date of use of Pelure paper is November 25, 1846, which
is a folded letter bearing a 10¢ Position 2 with an impression of the
reengraved b¢ Position 1 on back. This remarkable item provides
the earliest use of Plate 3 as well as Pelure paper. Any stamp on
Pelure paper is a rarity.

Combination Multiples—Se-Tenant

Se-tenant translates from French as meaning “joined together” or
“holding together.” It is used in philately to describe a multiple (pair
or larger) in which more than one design or denomination are
joined together. Se-tenant multiples of classic stamps are highly
prized, and most are very rare. Among United States Postmasters’
Provisionals, there are only three issues produced from plates con-
taining more than one denomination: Baltimore, Providence and
St. Louis. There is no known genuine se-tenant example of the Bal-
timore 5¢ and 10¢ provisionals. Se-tenant multiples of the Provi-
dence 5¢ and 10¢ are readily available in unused condition, due to
the survival of remainder sheets.

Of the St. Louis “Bears,” there are only six recorded se-tenant
multiples. All are on Gray Lilac paper—there are currently no
recorded se-tenant multiples on Greenish or Pelure papers, but in
theory they could exist. The six recorded multiples are listed below.
There is only one St. Louis “Bears” se-tenant multiple known on
cover, which is the cover offered in this sale.

1 5¢-10¢ Positions 5-6, horizontal pair on Gray Lilac (11X4-
11X5), red circular datestamp, 5¢ faint corner crease; ex
Siegel 1978 Rarities sale (lot 17) as part of a reconstruction;
Faiman (Bennett sale, 10/31/2003, lot 96)

2 5¢-10¢-10¢ Positions 4/5-6, L-shaped strip of three on Gray
Lilac (11X4-11X5), pen cancels, ex Caspary (H. R. Harmer
sale, 11/15/1955, lot 141); B. D. Phillips; Siegel 1979 Rarities
sale (lot 15) as part of a reconstruction; Faiman (Bennett sale,
10/31/2003, lot 97)

3 5¢-10¢-10¢-10¢ Positions 2/4/5-6, L-shaped block of four on
Gray Lilac (11X4-11X5), pen cancels (tiny break); ex Lapham;
Siegel 1977 Rarities sale (lot 22); Siegel 2000 Rarities sale (lot
16); Siegel 2007 Rarities sale (lot 13)

4 20¢-20¢-5¢ Positions 1/3/5, vertical strip of three on Gray Lilac
(11X6-11X4), pen cancels, on large piece of cover with May
26 (1846) datestamp; ex Worthington; Peyton (“Isleham”) col-
lection in Siegel AMERIPEX sale (lot 1030); Faiman (Bennett
sale, 10/31/2003, lot 98); Philip T. Wall (Siegel Sale 947, lot 8)

5 20¢-10¢ Positions 1-2, horizontal pair on Gray Lilac (11X6-
11X5), pen cancels, 10¢ crease and small thin; ex Ayer; Jenk-
ins; Worthington; Gibson; Siegel 1980 Rarities sale (lot 14);
Faiman (Bennett sale, 10/31/2003, lot 99)

6 20¢-10¢ Positions 3-4, horizontal pair on Gray Lilac (11X6-
11X5), tied by pen cancel and red May 31 (1846) datestamp
on folded cover to Charnley & Whelen, Philadelphia, ex
H. R. Harmer sale, 12/13/1948, lot 35; Siegel 1964 Rarities sale
(lot 23); Pope (Fox sale, 12/1/1984, lot 57); Faiman (Bennett
sale, 10/31/2003, lot 100), the cover offered in this sale

St. Louis “Bears” Discoveries

Five large groups of St. Louis “Bears” on covers have been dis-
covered since the 1845 issue date, providing most of the known
stamps and covers.

In 1869 J. W. Scott acquired a correspondence bearing 50 of the
5¢, 100 of the 10¢ and three 20¢ stamps, probably all of which have
been removed from their original covers.

In 1880 the Riggs correspondence produced 20 examples of the
5¢ and 10¢. In 1889 the J. & J. Stuart correspondence provided 25
examples of the 5¢ and 10¢, most on the rare Pelure paper.

The huge “Louisville” find in 1895, salvaged by a janitor who
was burning papers, yielded 75 of the 5¢, 46 of the 10¢ and 16 of
the 20¢, including se-tenant multiples that revealed the plate con-
figuration and proved the authenticity of the 20¢ stamps, which had
been in question since 1869. All of the stamps in the Louisville find
were found on covers addressed to Tyler & Rutherford, a banking
firm in Louisville, but many of the stamps were later removed.
Additional material from the Tyler & Rutherford correspondence
surfaced around 1902 and was acquired by C. H. Mekeel.

In 1912 the first portion of the Charnley & Whelen correspon-
dence reached philatelists, which provided another six of the 5¢, 61
of the 10¢ and 16 of the 20¢. Additional Charnley & Whelen covers
were sold over the next three decades. The cover offered here
comes from the December 1948 H. R. Harmer sale. The letter was
mailed by the banking firm of Nisbet & Company.

The two largest St. Louis “Bears” correspondences were ad-
dressed to Tyler & Rutherford in Louisville, a distance under 300
miles, and to Charnley & Whelen in Philadelphia, a distance over
300 miles. The postage rates in effect during that period were 5¢
for any distance under 300 miles and 10¢ for 300 miles and over.
The 20¢-10¢ se-tenant pair on this cover pays the triple 10¢ rate
per half ounce, which is confirmed by the “30” rate marking in man-
uscript.

Considering the fate of so many “Bears” stamps, which were
soaked off letters to fit into collectors’ albums before appreciation
of covers fully developed, the survival of this remarkable artifact of
United States postal history is truly fortuitous. m

Henry Mitchell, The State Arms of the Union,
published by L. Prang & Co., 1876

The William H. Gross Collection
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The William H. Gross Collection

LOT 12°

The only recorded cover with this combination of the 5¢ and 20¢ St. Louis

“Bears” postmaster’s provisional stamps and the most outstanding of the

three covers known with the extremely rare 5¢ on Gray Lilac paper—truly

one of the greatest Postmasters’ Provisional covers

ESTIMATE $75,000-100,000

DESCRIPTION

5¢ Black on Gray Lilac, 20¢ Black on Gray Lilac (11X4, 11X6), two
5¢ stamps, both Position 5—the only 5¢ denomination on the plate
used to print stamps on Gray Lilac paper—ample margins except at
bottom of one and left of the other, used with 20¢ Position 3, three
large margins, slightly into frameline at left, intense impressions on
fresh paper, probably an early printing from the altered plate (earliest
documented use is dated February 27, 1846), without manuscript can-
cel, tied solely by a single bold strike of the vivid red “St. Louis Mo.
Apr. 10” (1846) circular datestamp, matching “PAID” handstamp and
manuscript “30” triple 10¢ rate on fresh blue folded letter datelined
“Banking House of Wm. Nisbet & Co., St. Louis 9th April 1846” to
Charnley & Whelen in Philadelphia

PROVENANCE

Charnley & Whelen correspondence, H. R. Harmer sale, 12/13/1948,
lot 37

Siegel Auction Galleries, 1966 Rarities of the World, 2/24/1966, Sale
296, lot 20

Benjamin D. Phillips (collection sold privately to Weills, 1968)
Edward Grombacher (bought and sold privately through Weills)

Weill Brothers’ Stock, Christie’s Robson Lowe sale, 10/12/1989, lot 654,
to Middendorf

Hon. J. William Middendorf II, Christie’s Robson Lowe sale,
9/25/1991, lot 65

Dr. Charles E. Test, “Concord” Collection, 1994 Rarities of the World,
Siegel Auction Galleries, 5/19/1994, Sale 759, lot 19, to William H. Gross

CENSUS, LITERATURE AND EXHIBITION REFERENCES

USPCS census no. 21174
https://www.uspcs.org/resource-center/censuses/postmasters-provision-
als-cover-census/

L. N. Williams, Encyclopaedia of Rare and Famous Stamps, Vol. 1, p. 316

CERTIFICATION
The Philatelic Foundation (1989)

CONDITION NOTES

Very Fine and pristine cover with light horizontal file fold; middle
stamp (5¢) has a negligible small corner crease ending in a tiny tear

“WEILL backstamp

HISTORY AND COMMENTARY

The Rare 5¢ Printing on Gray Lilac Paper

The “Bears” were printed from an engraved copper plate
comprising six subjects arranged in two vertical rows of
three. The original plate was made by a local engraver, J. M.
Kershaw, and it was altered twice. The states of the plate (1,
2 and 3) roughly correspond to the papers used (Greenish,
Gray Lilac and Bluish Pelure), so philatelists say there were
three printings (First, Second and Third).

On Plate 1 there were three 5¢ subjects in the vertical row
at left (we refer to the positions on the sheet, which are mir-
rored on the plate) and three 10¢ subjects at right. To fill the
need for 20¢ stamps, the denominations on two of the 5¢
subjects (Positions 1 and 3) were burnished out and reen-
graved with “20,” creating Plate 2. After some time the two
5¢ values were restored by burnishing out the “20” and
reengraving “5,” which is Plate 3. The three 10¢ subjects
were untouched throughout the alterations.

Since only one of the six subjects on the plate used to
print stamps on Gray Lilac paper was a 5¢ value, the 5¢ on
Gray Lilac is an extremely rare stamp—perhaps even rarer
than the 20¢ on Gray Lilac. Before printing stamps on
Pelure paper, the plate was modified again by burnishing out
each “20” and engraving the old “5” denomination. At the
time of this second alteration, a large ball was engraved in-
side the end curl of the “5” on Position 5. Therefore, the b¢
on Gray Lilac paper can be distinguished from a Pelure
stamp by the absence of the enlarged ball in the “5.”

We record three intact covers with the 5¢ on Gray Lilac:

1 Single with corner sheet margins, tied by pen, Dec. (?)

datestamp on cover to Bunn, Springfield Ill., ex Boker

2 Two singles, tied by pen cancels, May 8 datestamp on

cover to Charnley & Whelen, Philadelphia

3 Two singles with 20¢, tied by Apr. 10 datestamp on

cover to Charnley & Whelen, Philadelphia, the cover
offered in this sale

At one time there was a cover with four single 5¢ stamps
(USPCS census no. 21198), including two on Gray Lilac and
two on Greenish paper, but the stamps have since been re-
moved from the cover and sold individually. A front address
panel without flaps is listed as USPCS census no. 21168, and
there is a piece with the 5¢ in a se-tenant strip with two 20¢
stamps, last sold by Siegel in Sale 947 (lot 8).

Of the three intact 5¢ Gray Lilac covers, clearly this mul-
tiple franking with the 20¢ ranks at the top in importance.
The total Scott Catalogue value for the three stamps off
cover is $170,000.00. m
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LOT 13°

The famous Lord Crawford block of sixteen of the 5¢ 1847 Issue—the largest
multiple seen and one of the most renowned items in United States philately

ESTIMATE $200,000-300,000

DESCRIPTION

5¢ Red Brown (1), Positions 21-24/31-34/41-44/51-54R—Dblock of
sixteen (four by four) from the first four columns of the third through
sixth rows of the right pane—original gum, mostly full to large mar-
gins except slightly in at places, bright shade on fresh paper
PROVENANCE

James Ludovic Lindsay, the 26th Earl of Crawford (bought privately;
estate sold to Nassau Stamp Co. in 1915)

Rep. Ernest R. Ackerman (bought from Nassau Stamp Co. and sold
privately to Ward in 1931)

Philip H. Ward, Jr. (bought privately, estate sold to Weills in 1963)

Benjamin D. Phillips (bought from Weills out of Ward estate, 1964;
collection sold privately to Weills, 1968)

Ryohei Ishikawa (bought privately from Weills, circa 1977), Christie’s
Robson Lowe sale, 9/28-29/1993, lot 4, to William H. Gross

CENSUS, LITERATURE AND EXHIBITION REFERENCES

Dr. Stanley M. Bierman, “Philip H. Ward, Jr.: An Aristocrat of Philately,”
Chronicle 124, November 1984

Lester G. Brookman, The 1847 Issue of Uniled States Stamps, 1942,
fig. 23-24, pp. 24-25

— United States Postage Stamps of the 19th Century, Vol. I, fig. 28-29,
pp- 30-31

William H. Gross, “Plating the 5¢ 1847 Block of 16,” Chronicle 210,
May 2006

David Lidman, Treasury of Stamps, fig. 64, p. 52

John N. Luff, The Postage Stamps of the United States, reprint, p. 49
Jonathan W. Rose, Classic United States Imperforate Stamps, p. 9

Philip H. Ward, Jr., Mekeel’s Weekly Stamp News, 1935, Vol. 69, p. 265

— “United States Early Unused Blocks 1847-1869,” 1960 Congress
Book, p. 51

National Philatelic Museum, 1956, Vol. III, No. 1, pp. 106, 111
London International Stamp Exhibition 1923 (Ackerman)
TIPEX 1936 exhibition (Ward)

ANPHILEX 1971 “Aristocrats of Philately” (Weill)

INTERPHIL 1976 “Aristocrats of Philately” (Weill)

ANPHILEX 1996 Invited Exhibits (Gross)

Collectors Club of New York “Aristocrats of United States Philately”
exhibit, December 2000 (Gross)

World Stamp Show 2016 Court of Honor (Gross)
CONDITION NOTES

Fine-Very Fine appearance; light creases, one stamp small sealed inter-
nal tear, two others thins

HISTORY AND COMMENTARY

The First Federal Postage Stamps

One day before James K. Polk’s inauguration as the
nation’s eleventh President, Congress passed the Post Office
Reform Act of March 3, 1845, which greatly simplified and
reduced postal rates, effective July
1, 1845. The Act was signed by Pres-
ident John Tyler on his last day in
office, which left the task of imple-
menting the reform measures in the
hands of Polk’s new postmaster
general, Cave Johnson (1793-1866).
Johnson, a Democratic congressman
from Tennessee since 1829, had
been among the opponents of the
Cheap Postage movement, arguing
that such a drastic reduction in
postage rates would financially crip-
ple the postal system and increase the risk of privatization.
Now, as postmaster general in President Polk’s cabinet, John-
son was responsible for making sure the nation’s postal sys-
tem provided the same level of service, despite the reduction
of rates and the significant curtailment of franking privileges
and transportation subsidies.

The profound changes in the na-
tion’s postal system effected by the
1845 Post Office Reform Act set the
stage for the introduction of adhe-
sive stamps to prepay postage. The
concept had been successfully im-
plemented by Great Britain in 1840
and proposed in Congress by Sena-
tor Daniel Webster in the same year,
but authorization to issue stamps

was withheld by Congress until
Cave Johnson, PMG March 3. 1847.

President John Tyler

During the two-year period from 1845 to 1847, the only
stamps available for postage were Postmasters’ Provisionals,
which were issued by individual postmasters and valid only
at the issuing post office. The use of provisional stamps in
New York City was carefully observed by Postmaster General
Johnson and paved the way for the 1847 General Issue.

The 1847 Issue—the first stamps authorized by Congress
for general use—demonstrated the public’s acceptance of ad-
hesive stamps on a national scale. They also helped to en-
courage the prepayment of postage, rather than sending
mail collect on delivery, a practice that brought greater effi-
ciency and economy to the postal system. Even now, 171
years after the 1847 Issue was placed on sale, affixing a
stamp to an envelope is the most convenient and practical
way to send a letter by mail.

continued on next page

The William H. Gross Collection
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1845 Reduced Rates and Simplified Postage (But No Stamps)

The Act of March 3, 1845 (28th Congress, 2nd Session), is titled
“An Act to reduce the rates of postage, to limit use and correct the
abuse of the franking privilege, and for the prevention of frauds on
the revenues of the Post Office Department.” The new rates are
stated in Chapter 43, Section 1:

For every single letter, in manuscript, or paper of any kind by
or upon which information shall be asked for or communi-
cated in writing, or by marks and signs, conveyed in the mail,
for any distance under 300 miles, five cents; and for any dis-
tance over 300 miles, ten cents: and for a double letter there
shall be charged double these rates; and for a treble letter, tre-
ble these rates; and for a quadruple letter, quadruple these
rates; and every letter or parcel not exceeding half an ounce
in weight shall be deemed a single letter, and every additional
weight of half an ounce, or additional weight of less than half
an ounce, shall be charged with an additional single postage.

In simple terms, the Act created two letter rates: 5¢ per half
ounce for distances up to 300 miles (and 5¢ for each additional half
ounce); and 10¢ per half ounce for any distance over 300 miles
within the United States. By comparison, the old rates were based
on five distance parameters and multiplied by the number of pages
in a letter. The under-300 and over-300 miles distance provision
was considered essential, because of the country’s size and the costs
of transporting mail. The 5¢ under-300 miles rate would pay to
send a half-ounce letter from New York City to the major East Coast
cities of Boston, Philadelphia or Baltimore (but not between Boston
and Philadelphia or Baltimore). The distance between post offices
was calculated by postal route, not “as the crow flies.” For this rea-
son, a letter might require the higher over-300 miles rate, even
though the origin and destination were less than 300 miles apart.
For example, someone in New York City sending a letter to
Rochester in upstate New York — 250 miles by direct line — had to
pay the 10¢ over-300 miles rate, because the standard railroad maps
listed the distance by rail as 413 miles.

The original Senate bill (S. 46, December 19, 1844) and subse-
quent versions debated in the House and Senate contained different
rate calculations, including multi-tiered distance parameters and
rate progressions per sheet of paper or quarter-ounce weight incre-
ments. The bill was amended on January 16, 1845, to set the dis-
tance limit to 100 miles. Finally, on March 1, 1845, the Senate voted
37 to 7 in favor of changing the distance limit to 300 miles. (The
various bills and Senate reports can be found online at
memory.loc.gov).

Unlike the British Uniform Penny Post system, the U.S. Post Of-
fice Reform Act did not create an incentive to prepay postage. In
other words, the 1845 rates for prepaid and collect mail were the
same. Mail was marked “Paid” at the post office of origin if prepaid,
or simply rated for postage to be collected from the addressee. The
old problems arising from unpaid mail were not remedied by the
1845 reforms, and the introduction of a prepayment incentive (or
non-payment penalty) was delayed until 1851. The absence of a pre-
payment incentive and reliance on a distance calculation were rela-
tively minor shortfalls compared to the Act’s most glaring omission
— the absence of language authorizing the postmaster general to
issue postage stamps. This was really an inexplicable failure on the
part of Congress to embrace one of the essential elements of Great
Britain’s postal reform.

George Plitt, who was sent to Great Britain and Europe in 1839
to survey and report on the British postal system, recommended
adopting postage stamps in his 1840 report to Postmaster General
Kendall. Senator Webster stood before Congress in June 1840 with
British stamps in hand, proposing that the Post Office issue its own

stamps as part of a postal reform measure. Stamps had been issued
by the government carrier department in New York City since 1842
and by private local posts in the intervening years. Several of the
rival Independent Mail firms issued stamps in 1844 and 1845,
which were enthusiastically used by patrons. Yet, despite the proven
success of postage stamps in the private and public sectors over a
five-year period, Congress did not have the vision to authorize
stamps in 1845.

Ironically, an earlier version of the Senate bill authorized the
postmaster general to issue “free stamps or envelopes” to members
of Congress and territorial delegates as a substitute for the franking
privilege. This provision was dropped in a Senate vote on January
30, 1845, and on February 6 the terms were changed to “franks or
free envelopes.” Ultimately, the Act modified the franking proce-
dure and dropped any reference to stamps, except for this enig-
matic anti-counterfeiting provision in Chapter 69, Section 5:

That if any person or persons shall forge or counterfeit, or
shall utter or use knowingly, any counterfeit stamp of the Post
Office Department of the United States issued by authority of
this act, or by any other act of Congress, within the United
States, or the post office stamp of any foreign Government,
he shall be adjudged guilty of felony, and, on conviction
thereof in any court having jurisdiction of the same, shall un-
dergo a confinement at hard labor for any length of time not
less than two years, nor more than ten, at the discretion of the
court.

This part of the Act of 1845 relates to foreign mails. The anti-
counterfeiting provision hints at the possibility adhesive stamps
were contemplated, but it is difficult to reconcile that interpretation
with the omission of language authorizing stamps from any other
act of Congress until 1847.

Congress Finally Authorizes Stamps
The Act of March 3, 1847 (29th Congress, 2nd Session) author-
ized the postmaster general to issue stamps (Ch. 63, Sec. 11):

That, to facilitate the transportation of letters in the mail, the
Postmaster-General be authorized to prepare postage stamps,
which, when attached to any letter or packet, shall be evidence
of the payment of the postage chargeable on such letter...

Designs for 5¢ Franklin and 10¢ Washington stamps were sub-
mitted on March 20, 1847, by the New York firm of Rawdon,
Wright, Hatch & Edson to the assistant postmaster general. The let-
ters accompanying the hand-drawn essays were reproduced in an
article by Thomas Lera (“In the National Postal Museum: Cave
Johnson, Postmaster General 1845-1849", Collectors Club Philatelist,
May-June 2011). They are also available at the Smithsonian Na-
tional Postal Museum website (www.arago.si.edu).

The RWH&E March 20th letter indicates that, at an earlier point
of the design process, Postmaster General Cave Johnson had sug-
gested the 5¢ stamp should portray fellow Tennessean and Demo-
crat, the late President Andrew Jackson, who had died two years
earlier in June 1845. When RWHA&E sent the essays, they wrote:

In accordance with your [Assistant PMG’s] suggestion, we
have substituted the Head of Franklin for that of Gen. Jack-
son, which our Mr. Rawdon was requested to use by the Post-
master General; should the PM.G. still desire the Head of
Jackson, it can be used.

The portraits of Benjamin Franklin and George Washington
used for the 5¢ Brown and 10¢ Black designs, respectively, can be
traced to existing works of art. The Franklin portrait is based on a
painting by Joseph S. Duplessis. The engraving is believed to have




been made by Asher B. Du-
rand from a miniature now
located in the Museum of Art
in Philadelphia. The Wash-
ington vignette is based on
the iconic portrait painted by
Gilbert Stuart and copied
many times. Both master
dies used by RWH&E were
probably acquired from Du-
rand, Perkins & Co. after
that firm was dissolved in
1831. Detailed information
concerning the printing con-
tract and design origins,
compiled by Dr. Clarence
Brazer and Dr. Julian Blan-
chard, can be found in The
Essay-Proof Journal No. 14 (April 1947) and subsequently repeated
in other publications.

Once the designs were approved, RWH&E made the dies and
two steel plates of 200 subjects each, arranged in side-by-side panes
of 100. The block of sixteen offered in this sale comes from the right
pane.

The first supplies of 600,000 5¢ and 200,000 10¢ stamps were
delivered to the Third Assistant Postmaster General John Marron
in New York City on June 29, 1847. On July 1 Marron turned over
60,000 5¢ and 20,000 10¢ stamps to the New York City post office,
and they were placed on sale that day. Over the two-year period the
1847 Issue was valid, approximately 4.4 million 5¢ and 1.05 million
10¢ stamps were printed in five printings. Of these, approximately
3.7 million 5¢ and 892,000 10¢ stamps were issued. The remainders
on hand in 1851 were destroyed.

The Lord Crawford Block

The block of sixteen has been known for more than a century as
the Lord Crawford block, in tribute to its first publicly known
owner, James Ludovic Lindsay, the 26th Earl of Crawford and one
of the great collectors of stamps,
essays, proofs and philatelic lit-
erature. Lord Crawford showed
parts of his United States collec-
tion in special exhibitions held in
the United States in 1905 and at
the 1906 International Philatelic
Exhibition in London. Lord
Crawford died on January 31,
1914, and his estate executors
eventually agreed to sell the en-
tire United States collection for
$60,000 to John A. Klemann of
the Nassau Stamp Company.

Klemann reported his acqui-
sition of the Earl of Crawford’s
collection in the November 1915
edition of The Philatelic Gazette,
noting that the collection had
still not reached America. It
must be remembered that ocean
transportation was the only
means available to convey the collection between continents, and
the German U-boat campaign in 1915 threatened merchant vessels,
even those flying neutral flags.

Despite the dangers lurking in the North Atlantic waters, the 47
albums and seven portfolios were carried back to America, where

Benjamin Franklin portrait
by Joseph S. Duplessis

James Ludovic Lindsay
The 26th Earl of Crawford

eager collectors were waiting to
be offered gems from the famous
Earl of Crawford collection. The
block was probably snapped up
by Ernest R. Ackerman, a New
Jersey state senator and U.S. Con-
gress representative from the
same state. Ackerman formed
outstanding collections of United
States proofs, stamps and covers,
as well as important collections of
British Guiana and Spain.

The Ackerman collection was
sold privately and through auc-
tions before and after his death in
1931. The block is reported to
have been sold by Ackerman to
Philip H. Ward, Jr., for $1,699.
He exhibited the 5¢ block at the TIPEX international exhibition in
New York City in 1936. After Ward acquired the 10¢ 1847 “Bible”
block from the Henry C. Gibson, Sr., collection (the block offered
in this sale), these two pieces became Ward’s most prized items.

Rep. Ernest R. Ackerman
(1863-1931)

Ward at center showing page with the Lord Crawford block

After Ward’s estate was acquired by Raymond and Roger Weill
in 1963, they sold the block for $19,740 to their most important
client, Benjamin D. Phillips, whose identity was a closely held Weill
secret until the 1990s. The block became a cornerstone of Phillips’s
United States collection, one of the greatest ever formed, which the
Weills purchased in 1968 for $4.07 million.

Between 1968 and 1976 the 5¢ 1847 Lord Crawford block (and
the 10¢ Bible block) remained in the Weills’ domain, and not much
is known about transactions during that period. However, shortly
after Ryohei Ishikawa lost in competition with Louis Grunin at
INTERPHIL in 1976, Ishikawa set out to form a Grand Prix award-
winning exhibit of United States 1847-1869 issues. In a private sale
negotiated with the Weills, Ishikawa purchased the two blocks as
pillars of the exhibit collection that eventually won Grand Prix
awards in three classes: International at WIPA 1981 (Vienna),
National at AMERIPEX 1986 (Chicago), and d’Honneur at CAPEX
1987 (Toronto).

At the 1993 Christie’s sale of Ishikawa’s collection, Mr. Gross was
the winning bidder on the two 1847 blocks, early successes in an
auction that marked Mr. Gross’s first major foray in the market. m

The William H. Gross Collection
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The William H. Gross Collection

LOT 14°

This is the unique Bible Block of six—the largest of three recorded unused blocks

of the 10¢ 1847 First General Issue—which has been acclaimed an icon of

United States philately since its discovery in a bible more than a century ago

ESTIMATE $500,000-750,000

DESCRIPTION

10¢ Black (2), Positions 71-73/81-83R—block of six (three by two)
from the first three columns of the eighth and ninth rows of the right
pane—original gum, mostly full to large margins except close or touch-
ing at left, deep shade on fresh bluish paper

PROVENANCE

Discovered circa 1909-11 in a bible belonging to the Rives of Virginia;
5¢ 1847 block of six and adjoining 10¢ block of four found in the same
bible; sold privately to Scott Stamp and Coin Co. before 1912

Philadelphia Stamp Co., Sale 48, 6/28/1912, lot 3, sold to Henry C.
Gibson, Sr. (bought from Gibson by Ward in 1942-47)

Philip H. Ward, Jr. (bought from Gibson, estate sold to Weills in 1963)

Benjamin D. Phillips (bought from Weills out of Ward estate, 1964; col-
lection sold privately to Weills, 1968)

Ryohei Ishikawa (bought privately from Weills, circa 1977), Christie’s
Robson Lowe sale, 9/28-29/1993, lot 52, to William H. Gross

CENSUS, LITERATURE AND EXHIBITION REFERENCES

Dr. Stanley M. Bierman, “Henry C. Gibson, Sr.: The Centennial Philat-
elist,” Chronicle 128, November 1985

— “Philip H. Ward, Jr.: An Aristocrat of Philately,” Chronicle 124,
November 1984

Lester G. Brookman, United States Postage Stamps of the 19th Century, p. 60
David Lidman, Treasury of Stamps, fig. 65, p. 52

John N. Luff, The Postage Stamps of the United States, reprint, p. 49
Jonathan W. Rose, Classic United States Imperforate Stamps, p. 19

Philip H. Ward, Jr., Mekeel’s Weekly Stamp News, 1935, Vol. 69, p. 265

— “United States Early Unused Blocks 1847-1869,” 1960 Congress
Book, p. 51

National Philatelic Museum, 1956, Vol. I1I, No. 1, pp. 106, 111
New York International Philatelic Exhibition 1913 (Gibson)

New York International Philatelic Exhibition 1926 (Gibson)
Collectors Club of New York 2/24/1926 (Gibson; Elliott Perry talk)
TIPEX 1936 (Ward)

ANPHILEX 1971 “Aristocrats of Philately” (Weill)

INTERPHIL 1976 “Aristocrats of Philately” (Weill)

ANPHILEX 1996 Invited Exhibits (Gross)

Collectors Club of New York “Aristocrats of United States Philately
exhibit, December 2000 (Gross)

World Stamp Show 2016 Court of Honor (Gross)

CERTIFICATION
The Philatelic Foundation (2018)

CONDITION NOTES

Very Fine; light crease in left vertical pair

”»

HISTORY AND COMMENTARY

The 1847 10¢ Washington First Issue

Following the 1845 postal reforms and the Act of March
3, 1847, which authorized the postmaster general to issue
stamps for general use, the first stamps were engraved and
printed by Rawdon, Wright, Hatch & Edson, and released
on July 1, 1847. The 10¢ Washington vignette is based on
the iconic portrait painted by Gilbert Stuart and copied
many times. The 5¢ and 10¢ vignette dies used by RWH&E
were probably acquired from Durand, Perkins & Co. after
that firm was dissolved in 1831.

10¢ 1847 and Gilbert Stuart’s portrait of George Washington

Once the designs were approved, RWH&E made the dies
and two steel plates of 200 subjects each, arranged in side-
by-side panes of 100. The 10¢ block of six offered in this sale
comes from the lower rows of the right pane.

The first supplies of 600,000 5¢ and 200,000 10¢ stamps
were delivered to the Third Assistant Postmaster General
John Marron in New York City on June 29, 1847. On July 1
Marron turned over 60,000 5¢ and 20,000 10¢ stamps to the
New York City post office, and they were placed on sale that
day. Over the two-year period the 1847 Issue was valid,
approximately 4.4 million 5¢ and 1.05 million 10¢ stamps
were printed in five printings. Of these, approximately 3.7
million 5¢ and 892,000 10¢ stamps were issued. The remain-
ders on hand in 1851 were destroyed.

Demonetization and Redemption of 1847 Stamps

In anticipation of the new July 1851 rates and stamps,
Postmaster General Nathan K. Hall announced on June 11
that the 5¢ and 10¢ postage stamps of 1847 would no longer
be accepted as legal postage after June 30, 1851.

Postmaster Hall's demonetization order established a
three-month redemption period—from July 1 to September
30, 1851—and instructed the public to present the stamps

continued on next page
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“to the Postmaster of whom they were purchased, or to the nearest
Postmaster who has been authorized to sell postage stamps.” Hall
specified that only postmasters who had previously received stamps
for sale directly from the Post Office Department were authorized
to “pay cash for all genuine postage stamps” (Thomas J. Alexander,
“Demonetization of the 1847 Issue,” Chronicle 174, May 1997).

The procedure for redeeming unused 1847 stamps was cumber-
some for the public and for postmasters. In the months following
June 30, 1851, there was a degree of tolerance for use of the old
stamps, as evidenced by dozens of covers with 1847 stamps used in
the post-demonetization period. However, as time passed, the float-
ing supply of old stamps dwindled, and it undoubtedly became
more difficult to slip the 1847 stamps into the mails. Furthermore,
paying the 3¢ domestic rate with a 5¢ 1847 stamp wasted 2¢. The
USPCS census of covers with 1847 stamps shows a steep decline by
the end of 1852.

5¢ and 10¢ 1847 Blocks Discovered in Rives Family Bible

In an era when 5¢ or 10¢ had considerable purchasing power,
failure to redeem unused 1847 stamps represented a significant loss
of monetary value. Since no one in 1851 could have anticipated the
future collector value attached to such things, one may reasonably
assume that unused 1847 stamps owe their survival to forgetfulness
or circumstance. In the case of the 10¢ block of six, there are several
tantalizing clues as to what occurred. We will attempt to reconstruct
the events based on all available and reliable information.

The 10¢ block and a companion 5¢ 1847 block of six were first
sold at auction in a sale held by Philadelphia Stamp Co. on June 28,
1912, on Nassau Street in New York City. The Philadelphia Stamp
Co., managed by Percival Parrish, was a branch of the New York-
based Scott Stamp and Coin Co., Ltd. Nothing in the catalogue or
lot descriptions indicates the source of the two blocks. The 5¢ block
is probably the one shown below; it was displayed by Ward on the
same page as the larger Lord Crawford block (see page 47 for a pho-
tograph) until he bought the 10¢ Bible block from Gibson. The page
with the 5¢ block of sixteen and 10¢ block of six is shown in the
1960 Congress Book in Ward’s article on classic blocks.

In the 1912 Philadelphia Stamp Co. auction, the 5¢ block sold
for $190, and the 10¢ block sold for $625 to an agent acting on
behalf of Henry C. Gibson, Sr. After the sale, the firm ran ads boast-
ing that the realizations were three times catalogue value.

This 5¢ 1847 block of six was found together with the 10¢ block of
six in the Rives family bible, sometime between 1909 and 1912

In an article published by
Ward in Mekeel’s Weekly Stamp
News in January 1925 (no. 1766,
p- 36), he described Gibson’s
10¢ block of six and stated, “if
my memory serves me correctly
it was originally found in Wash-
ington by the Rives family and
from them passed to the Scott
[Stamp and Coin Co.] people.”
As far as we can determine, this
is the first mention of the Rives
family in connection with the
block’s discovery, but there is no
mention of a bible.

In another article by Ward,
published in November 1948
(Mekeel’s Weekly Stamp News, no.
3018, p. 335), he quotes a letter
he received from the recently
deceased Walter S. Scott, which
recollects the auction of the 5¢
and 10¢ blocks, but errs in some
of the details (the firm, year, and
size of the 5¢ block). However,
Scott’s letter does state that the
two blocks had been “sent to a
clergyman for a dollar’s sub-
scription to something; that he
had placed them in a bible and
there they remained for some
60 years...” As far as we can
determine, this is the first time
anyone wrote that the blocks
were found together in a bible.

The year the blocks were sold
(1912) and the Rives bible
provenience can be tied to the
death in 1909 of a direct descen-
dant of William Cabell Rives,
which supports the story that
both blocks were found inside a
bible in the Rives family’s pos-
session since the 1800s.

William Cabell Rives
(1793-1868)

All stamps are sold by the lot, aot by the piese.
Bids must be in multiples of Ge if under §1; 10 o
Stawmps may be understood o be n koud cond
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The numbers in parenthiesis are Boott's catalogue numbers.

» means uncaucelled; o. g indicates original gum, which should evly
e expected when (hesa letters are used; N, 8, E, W, refer respectively to the
g, bottom, right, and Joft of the stamp.
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5¢ and 10¢ 1847 blocks of six offered
in Philadelphia Stamp Co!s 48th sale
on June 28, 1912—lots 2 and 3 real-
ized $190 and $625, respectively

Alfred Landon Rives
(1830-1903)

W. C. Rives Photo: Univ. of Virginia Library, Albert and Shirley Small Special Collections Library




William Cabell Rives (1792/1793-1868) was a Virginian who
served in the Virginia House of Delegates, U.S. House of Represen-
tatives, U.S. Senate, and as minister to France in two separate
terms—1829-1832 and again in 1849-1852. The last term of service
is significant. The Rives family bible was acquired and inscribed by
W. C. Rives in January 1825. It is plausible that he placed the two
1847 blocks in the bible before leaving for France in 1849. Then,
having failed to redeem the stamps, he simply forgot about them
after returning to the United States.

After William’s death in 1868, the bible evidently passed to his
son, Alfred Landon Rives. Alfred died in 1903, and his wife Sadie
died at Castle Hill, the Rives home in Virginia, on October 7, 1909.
Their children deposited the bible with the University of Virginia
Library in 1948 for study purposes and donated it in 1959, so it was
definitely in their possession after their parents’ deaths. It is still in
the library stacks and available for viewing (Albert and Shirley Small
Special Collections Library, MSS 2855).

After their mother’s death in 1909, the surviving Rives children
would have a reason to go through old family papers and books,
including the bible. The reported sale of the blocks to Scott Stamp
and Coin Co. neatly dovetails Sadie’s death and the 1912 auction.

The 10¢ block buyer in that sale,
Henry C. Gibson, Sr., was the scion of
a wealthy Philadelphia family and an
accomplished banker and business-
man in his own right. Gibson began
collecting stamps and covers around
1910. His interest in the 1847 Issue
and classic multiples developed early,
and his acquisition of the famous 10¢
1847 Rush cover in the 1910 Seybold
auction was followed by other major
acquisitions, including the purchase
of the 10¢ 1847 Bible block. Gibson
was only 27 when he owned both of
the greatest 10¢ 1847 pieces extant.
He exhibited his 1847s, including the
10¢ block, at the New York International Philatelic Exhibition in
1913 and again at the 1926 New York International. The 1926
exhibit catalogue describes the 10¢ multiple as “a perfection mint
block of six—the largest and finest known.”

Although he was unable to attend the meeting, Gibson showed
his 1847s at the Collectors Club of New York on February 24, 1926.
His proxy speaker was Elliott Perry, an expert with specialized
knowledge of the 1847 Issue. An account of the evening’s presenta-
tion appeared in the Collectors Club Philatelist (April 1926, pp. 91-
92), in which praise was heaped upon Gibson’s collection—“the
collection was contained in one Oriel Album but is so choice that it
is believed no other collection of these stamps contained in only one
volume which could be favorably compared with it has ever been
made.” Details of the items shown specifically mention the 10¢ block
of six, described it as “one of the premier
pieces of American philately.”

Two years later, in April 1928, Gibson
authorized his dealer friend Ward to sell
the 1847s through private transactions.
Ward advertised the offering under the
massive headline “Gibson Collection of
1847,” and he announced that he had
“acquired” the collection, which was esti-
mated to be worth “upward of one hun-
dred thousand dollars.” Either Ward was
stretching the truth, or Gibson decided to
pull back much of the collection, because
unpublished correspondence in the

Henry C. Gibson, Sr.
(1885-1987)

Philip H.Ward, Jr.
(1886-1963)

Ward files indicate that only
about $33,000 of the 1847s
were sold, the proceeds of
which were credited against
slightly more in purchases
made by Gibson, including a
large group of Postmasters’
Provisionals.

Philip H. Ward, Jr., was born
into a wealthy Washington,
D.C., family and started collect-
ing stamps as a college student.
He emerged to become one of
the principal dealers serving an
elite class of collectors. More
than his professional activity as
a dealer and auctioneer, Ward’s
personal collecting firmly estab-
lished his philatelic legacy, and,
after his death in 1963, the sale
of the “Ward stock” to the Weills
of New Orleans helped create
mystique around the Ward name. The legendary “foot lockers” con-
taining the Ward material were still in the Weills’ possession when
they sold their own inventory in 1989.

Ward acquired the 5¢ Lord Crawford block from the Ackerman
collection in 1931 and displayed it at the 1936 TIPEX exhibition.
Gibson retained the 10¢ block until Ward purchased it, sometime
between 1942 and 1947. Ward was then able to triumphantly mount
the largest mint multiples of the 5¢ and 10¢ 1847 Issue on the same
page. He displayed his magnificent collection at CIPEX in 1947.

Almost immediately after the Weills
acquired the Ward inventory in 1963, they
sold significant parts of the holding, includ-
ing the 5¢ Lord Crawford and 10¢ Bible
blocks, to their most important and closely
guarded client, Benjamin D. Phillips, scion
of the T. W. Phillips family, owners of a large
natural gas and oil company in Butler,
Pennsylvania. Phillips started collecting in
1946, initially with purchases from Warren
H. Colson. Within a few years the Weills
had gained Phillips as a client. According
to the Phillips inventory, in 1964 he paid
the Weills $22,090 for the 10¢ Bible block. In 1968 the Weills pur-
chased the entire Phillips collection for $4.07 million, a record for
any collection sold up to that time.

Between 1968 and 1976 the 5¢ Lord
Crawford and 10¢ Bible blocks remained in
the Weills’ domain, and not much is known
about transactions during that period.
However, shortly after Ryohei Ishikawa lost
in competition with Louis Grunin at
INTERPHIL in 1976, Ishikawa set out to
form a Grand Prix award-winning exhibit
of United States 1847-1869 issues. In a
private sale negotiated with the Weills,
Ishikawa purchased the two blocks as pillars
of the exhibit collection that eventually won
Grand Prix awards in three classes: Inter-
national at WIPA 1981 (Vienna), National at AMERIPEX 1986
(Chicago), and d’Honneur at CAPEX 1987 (Toronto).

At the 1993 Christie’s sale of Ishikawa’s collection, Mr. Gross was
the winning bidder for the two 1847 blocks, early successes in an
auction that marked Mr. Gross’s first major foray in the market.

Roger and Raymond WVeill (left and
right) in their Royal Street store

Benjamin D. Phillips
(1885-1968)

Ryohei Ishikawa

continued on next page
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TREASURES

UNITED STATES STAMP

Lot 14 continued

Unused 10¢ 1847 Blocks and the Bible Block Revelation

The three recorded unused blocks of the 10¢ 1847 have been
known to philatelists for nearly a century, and during that time no
additional discoveries of unused blocks have been made. However,
one of the blocks (#2 below) was unknown to leading specialists for
many years, and its special relationship to the Bible block has only
recently been recognized in preparation for the Gross sale.

The three recorded unused blocks are shown here, beginning
with the block of six offered in this sale.

1 Block of six, Positions 71-73/81-83R, original gum, discovered
1909-11 in Rives family bible, ex Gibson, Ward, Weill, Phillips,
Ishikawa, the block offered in this sale

2 Block of four, Positions 74-75/84-85R, original gum, slightly cut
in at right, ex Col. Green, Klein, Kapiloff, Zoellner, Mirsky, cur-
rently in the Dr. Woo collection

G}
|

Photo: Swiss Museum of Communications

3 Block of four, Positions 3-4/13-14L with top sheet margin,
ex Gibson, Duveen, Hind, Sinkler, Gibson, Picher, Hirzel,
currently in the Swiss Museum of Communications, there are
conflicting reports as to whether or not this block has gum

Looking at these blocks with the positions identified, it is notable
that the block of six and block of four (#2) are adjoining positions
in the sheet. This would be an extraordinary coincidence if the
blocks came from different original sources and different sheets.

In actual fact, the two blocks form a block of ten, and they were
cut from the same sheet. The implications of this are significant. It
means that when the Rives family bible yielded its philatelic treas-
ures, it contained a block of ten of the 10¢—or the two blocks already
separated.

To prove that the two blocks were once an intact unit, a digital
reconstruction is shown on the opposite page. The right margin of
the block of'six and the left margin of the block for four fit together
perfectly. The bottom margins are matching width. The top margins
are different width.

A question naturally arises. Did the dealer who bought the 5¢
and 10¢ blocks from the Rives family—Scott Stamp and Coin Co.—
divide the 10¢ block of ten, or was it already cut into two units?

To some readers it might seem inconceivable that a dealer would
cut up a 10¢ 1847 block of ten into two blocks, but one should
remember that dealers were (and are) motivated by profit. This
profit motivation has often compelled the decision to create more
than one saleable unit from a block or sheet. In the early philatelic
era when large multiples were being discovered, it was common
practice to break them up into smaller units for resale. The record
is filled with examples of large blocks and sheets that have been bro-
ken up by dealers and sold to clients or to other dealers. Do not for-
get that the 24¢ Inverted Jenny error sheet—arguably the greatest
piece ever found—was separated into singles and blocks for resale
soon after its discovery in 1918.

When Scott Stamp and Coin Co. bought the 1847 blocks from
the Rives family (circa 1909-1911), the 10¢ block could have been
intact as a block of ten. The firm’s principals might have decided
that more money could be made from dividing it into blocks of six
and four—the latter with the right margin slightly cut in. It is also
possible that William C. Rives, or whoever put the blocks into the
bible in the 1840s, had already cut the 10¢ block into two pieces.
We can never know the whole truth.




BLOCK OF SIX (LOT 14)

| BLOCK OF FOUR (NOT INTHIS SALE) |

The block of six at left (lot 14) comes from Positions 71-73/81-83R, and the block of four at right (not in this sale) comes
from the adjoining Positions 74-75/84-85R—in this digital reconstruction, the margins between the blocks fit perfectly,

proving that they were once an intact unit from the same sheet

Separated at Birth—The Orphaned Block of Four

Regardless of whether the blocks were found divided by Scott
Stamp and Coin Co. or subsequently cut apart, it appears that the
decision was made to market the block of six while keeping the
existence of the block of four on the hush.

From 1912 until 1946, dealers and specialists were apparently
unaware of the block of four with original gum and the margin
slightly in at right. When Ward wrote about the number of 10¢ 1847
blocks known and Brookman published his monograph on the 1847
Issue (in 1942), they both stated the conventional wisdom that only
two unused 10¢ blocks were known: the block of six (from the Rives
bible) and the block of four with the top sheet margin (#3 shown
opposite). No mention was made of a third unused block.

Ward reported that Gibson once owned the top-margin block of
four, but sold it after he acquired the block of six in 1912. If correct,
that establishes the smaller block’s discovery prior to 1912. The
block passed to Henry J. Duveen, then to Arthur Hind and Whar-
ton Sinkler. Gibson evidently reacquired the block in the 1940 Klein
sale of the Sinkler collection—it is listed in the October 1945 inven-
tory of Gibson’s 1847 collection. Its next appearance was in the 1946
Ward sale of the Col. Oliver S. Picher collection. Sometime later it
was sold to Charles A. Hirzel, a resident of Berne, Switzerland, and
New York City. In February 1966, shortly before his death, Hirzel
donated his United States and Switzerland collections to the Swiss
PTT Museum (later renamed the Museum of Communications).
The museum inventory describes the block as having original gum,
but other descriptions seem to indicate it did not have gum.

If Ward and Brookman were unaware of the third block’s exis-
tence before 1946, in that year they certainly learned about it. In
the 25th of a series of auctions held to disperse the vast collection
formed by Colonel Edward H. R. Green, held by Eugene Costales
on February 18-21, 1946—just months after the Allied victory in
World War I1I—lot 12 featured the block of four that was once mated
to the Bible block. The description reads:

10c black (29) [*], block of four, fine and fresh, full o.g., large
margins all sides except at the upper right where part of the

outer line is cut away but this is of little consequence as only
two other unused blocks are known, (only one of which has
gum), 4MM scissors cut at bottom into the vertical margin be-
tween the stamps. Single copies of this stamp with gum are
rare, pairs are far rarer in proportion and a block of four such
as this is one of the great rarities of United States. One of the
gems of the sale.

* 29 was the old Scott Catalogue number for the 10¢ 1847

There is no record of when Colonel Green purchased the 10¢
block of four. It could have been as early as 1917, one year after his
mother Hetty’s death, when he started spending lavishly on his
collecting interests, but no later than 1936 when Green died. The
acquisition was probably closer to 1917, which would explain why
no one was aware of the block’s existence.

The block of four, with its unrecognized Rives provenance, was
acquired by Walter C. Klein in 1970. When his collection was sold
by Christie’s Robson Lowe in 1988, the block was bought by Dr.
Leonard Kapiloff. At the 1992 Kapiloff 1847 sale held by Siegel,
Robert Zoellner acquired it. When the Zoellner collection was sold
by Siegel in 1998, the successful bidder was Harvey Mirsky. In the
2012 Mirsky sale, also held by Siegel, the block realized $450,000
hammer, selling to Dr. Arthur K. M. Woo, one of the world’s major
collectors and exhibitors.

Remarkably, since its appearance in the 1946 Green sale, the
block of four’s relationship to the block of six has never been recog-
nized by anyone—including, much to his chagrin, this writer on the
four different occasions he has described it for auctions. Even Ward,
who owned the block of six by the time of the Green sale, did not
think to put the two together or make the connection.

This offering of the famous 10¢ Bible block creates the potential
to reunite it with the smaller block that was born of the same sheet
and found in the same bible more than a century ago. Divided by
the scissors-cut between them and unrecognized as two parts of a
whole, these two philatelic artifacts may now be called siblings, and
a collector with means, determination and patience can bring them
together. m

The William H. Gross Collection



UNITED STATES STAMP

TREASURES

Lot I5
3 items labeled “a,” “b” and “c”

HOXE 15 (c) detail




LOT I5°

These are the only 1847 Issue straddle-pane stamps—their existence proves

that the 1847s were printed from plates of 200 subjects in two panes of 100

ESTIMATE $10,000- 15,000

DESCRIPTION

Three items (two 5¢ on and off cover; one 10¢ on cover):

(a) 5¢ Red Brown (1), Left pane position in right vertical row with
7.15mm straddle-pane gutter and part of stamp in right pane, exact
position cannot yet be determined, but not 10L or 100L (it does not
have plate characteristics of those positions), large margins all
around, rich color, lightly struck red grid cancel, Extremely Fine

(b) 5¢ Red Brown (1), Right pane position in left vertical row with
7.15mm straddle-pane gutter and frameline of stamp in left pane,
exact position cannot yet be determined, tied by grid cancel and
“Bridgeport Ct. Mar. 8” (circa 1849) circular datestamp on envelope
to South Britain, Connecticut, sheet margin partly folded under
when the stamp was affixed

(c) 10¢ Black, Double Transfer Type A (2-A), Position 1R from top left
corner of right pane with 8.25mm straddle-pane gutter and frame-
line of Position 10L (top right corner of left pane), also shows frame-
line of Position 11R in bottom margin, cancelled by red grid,
matching “New-York Apl 22” (1850) circular datestamp on blue
folded letter to Evansville, Indiana

PROVENANCE

(a) Robert S. Emerson, Daniel F. Kelleher, 11/16/1946, Sale 438
Philip G. Rust, Daniel F. Kelleher, 3/17-18/1992, Sale 591, lot 236

(b) Discovered by Dr. Ralph W. Payne in 1924; sold to F. R. Sweet (DFK)

(c) A. K. McDaniel (sold privately in 1919 through Elliott Perry)
Rep. Ernest R. Ackerman (sold privately in 1928 through Perry)

The 5¢ and 10¢ covers together (b and c):

Philip G. Rust, Siegel Auction Galleries, 6/25/1987, Sale 681, lot 162
Richard C. Frajola, 7/28/1990, Sale 44, lot 289

Malcolm L. Brown (sold privately to Saadi)

All three (a, b, ¢): Wade E. Saadi (sold privately to William H. Gross)

CENSUS, LITERATURE AND EXHIBITION REFERENCES
USPCS census nos. 317 (b) and 8744 (c)
Lester G. Brookman, The 1847 Issue of Uniled States Stamps, 1942, p. 10

Gordon Eubanks, Jr., “The William H. Gross United States Collection,”
Chronicle 258, May 2018

Creighton C. Hart, “1847 Straddle Pane Stamps,” Chronicle 102, May 1979
Elliott Perry, “Plating the 10¢ 1847,” Collectors Club Philatelist, 1924-1926

Wade E. Saadi, “Known Straddle-Margin Copies of the 1847 Stamps,”
Chronicle 229, February 2011

Philip T. Wall, “Was the 10¢ 1847 Plate Cut in Half,” Chronicle 213,
February 2007

CERTIFICATION
The Philatelic Foundation (a-1992), (b-1996) and (c-1996)

CONDITION NOTES

(b) Selvage creased where folded under by sender (now unfolded);
stamp and cover with slight waterstain

(c) Vertical file fold through stamp (breaks fibers), signed Ashbrook

HISTORY AND COMMENTARY

The Stamps that Solved the Mystery of the 1847 Plates

Despite the 1847 Issue’s historic importance, much about
the production of the first issue is clouded in uncertainty.
What were the sizes of the plates? Were the plates made of
steel, copper or an alloy? If there was just one plate for each
denomination, how can we explain changes to the 5¢ plate
positions over time, which are evident in the printed stamps?

In the early part of the 20th century, philatelic experts
pondered these questions and tried to discover the answers.
Scholars such as Dr. Carroll Chase, Elliott Perry and Stanley
Ashbrook studied the evidence and, on certain key issues,
reached different conclusions. One question that was partic-
ularly troublesome was the number of subjects on the plate.
A pioneering student of stamp production, John N. Luff,
had located printer’s records from Rawdon, Wright, Hatch
& Edson, and reported an affidavit stating that the plates
destroyed in 1851 comprised 100 subjects—that is, an entire
printed sheet would have 100 stamps (10 by 10).

Plating specialists—the philatelists who try to identify the
positions of every subject on a plate by their unique charac-
teristics—were vexed by the 100-subject configuration. The
stamps they were trying to plate did not fit. It was like trying
to fit more than 100 pieces of a jigsaw puzzle into a picture
with only 100 pieces. Then, two nearly concurrent break-
throughs revealed the nature of the plates.

In 1924 a doctor in Massachusetts discovered a 5¢ stamp
on a cover with a very large sheet margin (lot 15, item “b”).
When he found it, the margin was partly folded under and
not visible. He moistened the paper and unfolded it, reveal-
ing something remarkable—at the edge of the sheet margin
was the frameline of another stamp. This was irrefutable
proof that the plate comprised 200 subjects, arranged in two
10-by-10 panes separated by a gutter. Dr. Payne’s stamp had
been cut from the sheet in a way that captured the gutter
and adjacent stamp. The discovery was reported in stamp
publications, and Dr. Chase stated, “Thanks to Doctor Ralph
W. Payne of Greenfield, Mass., who deserves much credit for
having discovered and recognized it, I am able to describe a
5¢ 1847 stamp which proves my theory was wrong.”

The second discovery was made by Elliott Perry as he
worked with hundreds of 10¢ 1847s in the Ackerman collec-
tion, attempting to plate the 10¢. One cover, which had been
part of the McDaniel collection purchased by Ackerman in
1919, had a 10¢ stamp showing a huge left sheet margin with
the frameline of the stamp in the adjoining pane (lot 15, item
“c”). This stamp was plated as Position 1R, and it proved that
the 10¢ plate comprised 200 subjects in two panes.

In the many years since these discoveries, only the two
covers and a 5¢ stamp off cover from the Emerson collection
(lot 15, item “a”)—the three examples offered in this lot—
have provided straddle-pane margins, which by definition
show the stamp in the adjacent pane. m

The William H. Gross Collection
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LOT 16°

The only known vertical pair of the 10¢ 1847 Issue with corner sheet margins

ESTIMATE $15,000-20,000

DESCRIPTION

10¢ Black (2), Positions 81/91R, vertical pair from the bottom left
corner of the right pane with large even margins including huge
interpane margin at left and sheet margin at bottom, deep shade and
clear impression, lightly cancelled by red grids

PROVENANCE

Frank R. Sweet

H. R. Harmer sale, 11/25-26/1963, lot 153

A. Richard Engel, Corinphila, 5/29/1975, Sale 58

Walter C. Klein, Christie’s Robson Lowe sale, 9/27/1988, lot 32

Dr. Robert Hinrichs, Shreves Philatelic Galleries sale, 5/21/2004, lot 40,
to William H. Gross

CERTIFICATION

The Philatelic Foundation (1974)

CONDITION NOTES

Extremely Fine; faint scored line in bottom margin far from printed
design (not noted on certificate)

HISTORY AND COMMENTARY

Vertical Rarity and The Allure of Sheet Margins

The 10¢ 1847 stamp exists in fairly abundant quantities
in used condition, but the rarity factor increases significantly
for multiples, beginning with pairs. The vast majority of
pairs are configured horizontally—vertical pairs are much
rarer, and they seldom have margins clear all around. This
statistical fact is evident in past auctions containing large
numbers of 10¢ 1847 stamps.

Another factor that adds to the rarity and desirability of
classic imperforate stamps is the presence of a sheet margin.
Only stamps from the peripheral positions in the sheet can
possess excess blank paper from beyond the boundary of the
printed designs. The most coveted of sheet-margin stamps
are those from the corner positions, which have sheet mar-
gins on two sides.

An understanding of the statistical rarity of vertical pairs
and sheet-margin stamps leads to a profound appreciation
of this remarkable 10¢ 1847 pair. The vertical format or the
corner sheet margins would be rare as individual attributes,
but in combination they create an item of truly extraordi-
nary rarity and quality. m

The William H. Gross Collection
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The William H. Gross Collection

LOT 17°

The finest of the three recorded 1847 Issue covers with the Huntsville, Alabama,

“5” Cent Star handstamp—one of the most beautiful of the few 1847 covers

known with any type of fancy rate handstamp

ESTIMATE $20,000-30,000

DESCRIPTION

5¢ Dark Brown (1a), Position 41R with large sheet margin at left, large
margins at bottom and right, mostly full to clear at top, dark shade and
deep impression, tied by blue “PAID” straightline handstamp, matching
“Huntsville Al. Aug. 23” (1848) circular datestamp and “5” numeral in
5-Point Star rate handstamp with small negative stars in points, all
markings perfectly struck on folded cover to Montgomery, Alabama,
sender’s notation “Paid” at top center indicates stamp was affixed,
receipt docketing “H. Barney, Augt 23/48”

PROVENANCE

A. K. McDaniel (sold privately in 1919 through Elliott Perry)

Rep. Ernest R. Ackerman (sold privately in 1928 through Perry)
Henry C. Gibson, Sr.

J. Waldo Sampson (sold by John A. Fox, circa 1948, Ashbrook files)
Charles F. Meroni, John A. Fox sale, 11/10-14/1952, lot 1226, to Haas
Marc Haas, Stanley Gibbons Auctions Ltd. (London), 5/9/1980, lot 12
Duane B. Garrett (collection sold privately to Dr. Kapiloff)

Dr. Leonard Kapiloff, Siegel Auction Galleries, 6/9/1992, Sale 743,
lot 38, to Boker

John R. Boker, Jr., (collection sold privately to William H. Gross, 1994)

CENSUS, LITERATURE AND EXHIBITION REFERENCES

USPCS census no. 7
https://www.uspcs.org/resource-center/censuses/1847-cover-census/

William T. Crowe, Opinions I, pp. 25-26

CERTIFICATION
The Philatelic Foundation (1980)

CONDITION NOTES
Extremely Fine; cover neatly refolded along edges

Red label with “MD” applied on back by Perry to identify this was part
of the McDaniel collection bought for Ackerman in 1919

J. Waldo Sampson triangular backstamp

HISTORY AND COMMENTARY

Fancy Handstamped Markings of the 1847 Issue Period

For much of the 19th century, postmasters used various
markings on letters to indicate whether the sender had pre-
paid postage or the recipient owed money for postage. The
“Paid” versus “Due” mindset continued for decades after the
introduction of federal postage stamps in 1847, and even
persisted after prepayment of domestic postage was made
compulsory in 1855. The word “Paid’ was incorporated into
many of the markings used to cancel stamps or to postmark
letters. The “Paid” originally instructed the receiving post
office to deliver the letter free of postage charges, but
evolved to mean “cancelled” when used on stamped letters.

After the 1847 stamps were issued, the vast majority of
mail was still sent without stamps, and much of the stampless
mail was sent collect. Therefore, postmasters used markings
on all letters to indicate whether or not postage had been
prepaid, regardless of the method of prepayment—a coin
handed to the post office clerk, postage charged to a box
account, or paid with one of the new adhesive stamps.

Many small post offices used pen and ink, because the low
volume of mail and postage revenue did not justify the cost
of purchasing metal or wood handstamps, which was the
postmaster’s responsibility. Most post offices used a standard
circular town datestamp and “Paid” handstamp. Boston and
other post offices actually included the word “Paid” in the
circular grid used to cancel the stamp.

Huntsville, Alabama, is one of the places where the more
elaborate “fancy” rate markings were used on letters, both
with and without stamps. From 1845 through 1853, there
were three postmasters: Daniel B. Turner (1845-1847),
William Nunnally (1847-1849), and Joseph J. Pitman (1849-
1853). Nearly 100 examples of the “5” Star handstamp are
recorded on letters, dated from September 1845 through
1853, along period of use. Although this marking’s use over-
laps the 1847 Issue period, only three covers with the “5”
Star have 1847 stamps. The three are listed in the USPCS
1847 census as #7 (August 23, 1848—this cover), #8 (March
25, 1850, 5¢ with lightened pen cancel) and #9 (October 9,
1850, 5¢ pair with lightened pen cancel).

The cover in this sale is the earliest of the three. Unlike
the two later covers, the stamp on this cover does not have a
lightened pen cancel. Also differentiating it from the other
two is the use of the “Paid” handstamp to cancel the stamp,
with the Star marking struck at upper right. The sender also
wrote the word “Paid” to indicate that a stamp was affixed.

This cover beautifully demonstrates the transition from
the prestamp era into the dawn of the adhesive stamp era.
It was chosen for its beauty as the cover illustration for The
William H. Gross Collection: United States Classics 1847-1869. m
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The William H. Gross Collection

LOT 18°

A rare use of the 1847 Issue on a beautiful hand-colored Valentine envelope

ESTIMATE $10,000- 15,000

DESCRIPTION

5¢ Red Brown (1), horizontal pair, large margins to clear at left, tied by
blue grid cancels, matching “Philada. Pa. 10 Feb. 5” 10¢ integral-rate
datestamp on Valentine envelope with embossed pattern and hand-
coloring in green, red, silver and bronze, addressed to a young lady
in Carthage, Mississippi, no yeardate indicated

PROVENANCE

Robert S. Emerson (not in Kelleher sales)

Possibly Philip H. Ward, Jr., Siegel Auction Galleries, 1/7-10/1964, Sale
266, lot 220 (this sale appears to include some material from the Ward
estate, purchased by the Weills in 1963)

Duane B. Garrett (collection sold privately to Dr. Kapiloff)

Dr. Leonard Kapiloff, Siegel Auction Galleries, 6/9/1992, Sale 743, lot 97
Richard Wollfers sale, 5/2/1994, to Boker

John R. Boker, Jr. (collection sold privately to William H. Gross, 1994)

CENSUS, LITERATURE AND EXHIBITION REFERENCES

USPCS census no. 11267
https://www.uspcs.org/resource-center/censuses/1847-cover-census/

CERTIFICATION
The Philatelic Foundation (1994)

CONDITION NOTES

Extremely Fine; scissors-cut between stamps at bottom

HISTORY AND COMMENTARY

Valentines and 1847s

In 1845 Congress changed the basis of postage charges
from one rate per sheet of paper to one rate per half ounce.
Since envelopes would have been counted as an extra sheet
of paper under the old system, the switch to a weight class
paved the way for letter-and-envelope stationery. Still, the
practice of folding a letter and writing the address directly
on the letter sheet continued well into the 1860s and 1870s.
The use of envelopes increased slowly during the life of the
1847 Issue.

In 1845 the new 5¢ and 10¢ rates were charged per half
ounce and based on distance—5¢ up to 300 miles and 10¢
over 300. The cover offered here is an envelope prepaid for
the over-300 miles rate by a pair of the 5¢ Red Brown. It is
an embossed envelope that was hand-painted in four differ-
ent colors prior to mailing. Envelopes with colorless emboss-
ing or printed with monochrome ink (usually, silver or
bronze) are rare enough with 1847 stamps—this embossed
envelope embellished with hand-
coloring is extraordinarily rare and
quite distinctive.

This cover was one of the hun-
dreds of outstanding 1847 covers in
the John R. Boker, Jr., collection,
which was purchased privately
from Boker in 1994 by Andrew
Levitt and Harry Hagendorf (of
Y. Columbian Stamp Company). Al-

S most immediately, they negotiated
John R. Boker, Jr. the sale of the collection to Mr.
(1913-2003) Gross through the Shreves. m
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The William H. Gross Collection

LOT 19°

A scarce and high-quality 5¢ 1847 cover with perfect strikes of the Michigan

Central Railroad circular datestamp and hand-carved grid cancellation

ESTIMATE $3,000-4,000

DESCRIPTION

5¢ Red Brown (1), mostly full to large margins, clear at top left, dark
shade, tied by greenish-blue 6-bar grid cancel, matching “Mic. Central
R.R. Mic. Jun. 6” Michigan Central Railroad route agent’s circular
datestamp on folded cover to Detroit, beautiful clear strikes of date-
stamp and hand-carved grid cancel, no yeardate (circa 1850)
PROVENANCE

Robert S. Emerson, Daniel F. Kelleher, 10/19/1937, Sale 394, lot 7
Alfred R. Brigham, Daniel F. Kelleher, 12/1/1950, Sale 449, lot 29

Katharine Matthies, Siegel Auction Galleries, 5/20/1969, Sale 353, lot
196 (description states “ex Burrus,” but we cannot confirm this)

Allan Goldberg, Siegel Auction Galleries, 9/26/2007, Sale 939, lot 91

CENSUS, LITERATURE AND EXHIBITION REFERENCES

USPCS census no. 12568
https://www.uspcs.org/resource-center/censuses/1847-cover-census/

CONDITION NOTES

Very Fine stamp and cover with vertical file folds clear of stamp

HISTORY AND COMMENTARY

The Michigan Central Railroad’s Early Years

The Michigan Central Railroad was incorporated under
that name in 1846. It was the successor to the Detroit and
St. Joseph Railroad, started in 1836, which became the state-
owned Central Railroad of Michigan; both suffered from
poor construction and financial difficulties. The line between
Detroit and the shores of Lake Michigan was completed in
1849, and extended to Chicago by 1852.

Locomotive in midwestern snowstorm, 1864, Harper’s Weekly

The Michigan Central Railroad route agent marking is
found on fourteen 1847 Issue covers in the USPCS census,
all with 5¢ stamps, except for the famous “Heidelberg” cover
to Germany with a 10¢ 1847 and strip of five 5¢. It is struck
in greenish-blue, as seen on this cover, as well as black and
red. The datestamp is sometimes used to cancel the stamp.
In this case it was used with the hand-carved 6-bar grid. m
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LOT 20°

The William H. Gross Collection

This is the only recorded cover with the 1847 Issue and Honour’s City Post

4LB8 stamp—only five intact 1847 covers are known with Charleston carrier

stamps, one of which is permanently housed in the British Library collection

ESTIMATE $20,000-30,000

DESCRIPTION

5¢ Orange Brown (1b), margins touching or slightly in on three sides,

tied by several strikes of red grid cancel, used with Honour’s City Post,

Charleston, South Carolina, 2c Black on Bluish, Period after “Paid”
(4LB8a), First setting, position showing upturned pearl at left and
inverted period after “Post”, full to large margins, tied by pen strokes
carefully applied across each corner which leave the “Honour’s City
Post” name unobscured, red “5” rate handstamp on blue folded letter
with sender’s “Paid” notation, datelined Charleston, December 17,
1850, to John L. Manning at Columbia, South Carolina—Manning was

from an educator and promoter of “Southern Education” and the
“Abolition of Abolition Text Books” in Southern schools

PROVENANCE

Philip H. Ward, Jr., Siegel Auction Galleries, 3/31-4/1/1965, Sale 285,
lot 537

Katherine Hall, Siegel Auction Galleries, 5/13/2000, Sale 824, lot 82,
to William H. Gross

CENSUS, LITERATURE AND EXHIBITION REFERENCES
USPCS census no. 13520
https://www.uspcs.org/resource-center/censuses/1847-cover-census/
CONDITION NOTES

Very Fine cover with vertical file fold at center; tiny pre-use nick in left
margin of 5¢ stamp; carrier stamp has faint pre-use crease

HISTORY AND COMMENTARY

Honour’s Letter Carrier Service in Charleston

John H. Honour, superintendent of the Charleston Penny
Post, advertised the commencement of carrier service in the
Charleston Mercury on May 9, 1849. For a 2¢ fee the carrier
department would carry a letter to or from the post office,
or between correspondents in the city.
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Honour’s ad in
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B‘lANcH DFFI?SB have been M 4 boxes May 9, 1849
reception of Lettersle 1 0 8 ’ s
%ﬂmﬂ%: King; W _Sieefo’s, comer  announcing start
d.g- “Follin’s’ uuung,ownd Hotel,and  of the Penny Post

lmtk:es, mmu lnvilau -“c.. will be dis-
tributed as prom| , and at the same rates.
an establi by %1 2 cents &;f leatersXe.
for newspapers. JNO. H. W § .
Post office, Charleston, May 9. mth  Mald

Our census of 1847 Issue covers with Charleston carrier
stamps lists six in total (one is a front panel only), which is
confirmed by the USPCS census. There are two 10¢ covers
with the earlier oval Honour’s stamp (4L.B1 and 4LB2), two
covers with the 5¢ used with Honour’s 4LB5 (both 5¢
pairs—one is in the British Library collection) and this cover
with 4L.LB8a. A 10¢ on cover front with 4LB8 was sold in the
2013 Siegel sale of United States from the Gross collection
(Sale 1041, lot 245). The June 4, 1851, cover with 4LB8b
listed in Larry Lyons’s census (The Penny Post, October 2007)
has a PF. certificate stating that the stamps did not originate.

The two 5¢ and 4LLB5 covers are rated 10¢ for distance
beyond the 300-mile radius. This is the only single 5¢ frank-
ing (under 300 miles) among the combination covers noted
above. The absence of a Charleston post office datestamp
suggests that it might have been brought to the post office
by the carrier and urgently prepared for the next train trip
to Columbia, South Carolina.

The small rectangular “Paid/Honour’s/City Post/2 Cents”
carrier department stamp was first printed in 1850 from a
setting that shows certain distinctive features. Specifically, the
space between stamps is wider than that of the subsequent
settings, and there is a period after “Paid” rather than a
comma. Impressions are uniformly clear, and the typo-
graphic error positions in later settings did not exist in the
first setting that produced this stamp. m
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LOT 21°

A unique 1847 local post combination cover with two 5¢ stamps from the first

printing in a beautiful Dark Brown shade with sharp impression, used with the

Blood’s “For the Post Office” local stamp of Philadelphia—of the four recorded

with this combination, only this cover has all stamps tied by cancellations

ESTIMATE $20,000-30,000

DESCRIPTION

5¢ Dark Brown (1a), two singles, both with full to large margins, stamp
at top has huge bottom margin showing part of adjoining stamp, both
with rich dark color and prooflike impression from first printing,
placed to the right and below D. O. Blood & Co., Philadelphia, (2¢)
Black, “For the Post Office” (15L8), ample margins to touching, all
three stamps tied together by blue grid cancels (lower 5¢ tied and all
tied by impressions through paper), matching “Philada. Pa. 10cts Oct.
15”7 10¢ integral-rate datestamp on light blue folded letter datelined
October 14, 1847, to Boston, Massachusetts

PROVENANCE

William S. White (not in Doane sales, 1/16/1937 or 3/20/1937)

Robert S. Emerson, Daniel F. Kelleher, 6/11/1938, Sale 399, lot 19,
to Fifield

H. R. Harmer sale, 11/25-26/1963, lot 97, to Hart

Creighton C. Hart, Robert G. Kaufmann sale, 4/30/1990, lot 220,
to Boker

John R. Boker, Jr. (collection sold privately to William H. Gross, 1994)

CENSUS, LITERATURE AND EXHIBITION REFERENCES

USPCS census no. 10417
https://www.uspcs.org/resource-center/censuses/1847-cover-census/

Creighton C. Hart, “1847 Covers from Philadelphia,” Chronicle 90,
May 1976

Vernon R. Morris, Jr., M.D., “Blood’s Part 8: 151.8,” The Penny Post,
October 2014, fig. 15 (census no. 25)
CONDITION NOTES

Extremely Fine; 5¢ stamps with negligible slight creasing or wrinkling
from the time they were affixed (bottom stamp tiny tear at top)

HISTORY AND COMMENTARY

Blood’s “For the Post Office” Stamps

On June 30, 1845, just one day before the postal reforms
took effect, Daniel Otis Blood acquired the Philadelphia
Despatch Post, a local mail service company. In 1846 Blood
issued the first of the “For the Post Office” stamps, which
postal historian Vernon R. Morris, Jr., M.D., has identified
as the world’s first special purpose stamps (The Penny Post,
October 2014). As Dr. Morris has persuasively argued, Blood
bifurcated his service in 1846 by promoting the delivery of
letters to the post office for the government mail to other
post offices. The “For the Post Office” stamps were part of
that special promotion. Although to-the-mails service was
nominally rated at 2¢ per letter, during the first year of use
the non-denomination circular “For the Post Office” stamps
were heavily discounted for volume purchase, to as little as
1¢ each.

Dr. Morris and the USPCS census list four covers with the
1847 Issue and “For the Post Office” 1518 stamp. Only this
cover has the Blood’s stamp cancelled, which is due entirely
to the serendipitous placement of the three stamps together,
which resulted in the blue grid cancels landing on the local
stamp as well as the two 5¢ 1847s. Even if we count the 13
covers with 1847s and 1519 (the next “For the Post Office”
issue), only three of those have tied local stamps, and the
condition of those covers cannot be compared to the superb
quality of the cover offered here. m

Detail of cancellations tying the three stamps

The William H. Gross Collection
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The William H. Gross Collection

LOT 22°

One of eight covers or fronts with 1847s used
with the Bouton’s “Rough & Ready” stamp

ESTIMATE $2,000-3,000

DESCRIPTION

5¢ Red Brown (1), large margins, pre-printing paper fold, tied by red
square grid cancel, matching “New-York Sep. 9” (circa 1848) circular
datestamp ties Bouton’s City Dispatch Post, New York, N.Y., 2¢ Black
on Gray Blue, Dots in Corners (18L2), two large margins, slightly in at
right and bottom, also tied by “PAID/BOUTON” two-line handstamp,
second strike at top center of rebacked front to New Rochelle, N.Y.

PROVENANCE

Philip H. Ward, Jr., Siegel Auction Galleries, 4/1/1965, Sale 285, lot 725
Ryohei Ishikawa (sold privately)
John R. Boker, Jr. (collection sold privately to William H. Gross, 1994)

CENSUS, LITERATURE AND EXHIBITION REFERENCES
USPCS census no. 7655

CONDITION NOTES
Fine appearance; skillfully restored by adding backflaps

LOT 23°

The only recorded 10¢ 1847 cover with the
Swarts “Rough & Ready” stamp

ESTIMATE $15,000-20,000

DESCRIPTION

10¢ Black (2), large margins to full at bottom, tied by red square grid
cancel, matching “New-York Aug. 17 (1849) circular datestamp, used
with Swarts City Dispatch Post, New York, N.Y., (2¢) Black on Gray
Blue (136L7), full margins, tied by “PAID” handstamp on greenish
folded letter datelined “New York 28 July 1849”, addressed to
Drakestown, New Jersey, receipt docketing at left

PROVENANCE
John R. Boker, Jr. (collection sold privately to William H. Gross, 1994)

CENSUS, LITERATURE AND EXHIBITION REFERENCES
USPCS census no. 8230

CERTIFICATION

The Philatelic Foundation (certificate 161558 no longer accompanies)

CONDITION NOTES

Very Fine; Swarts stamp has a horizontal crease and small tear at top

HISTORY AND COMMENTARY

The Zachary Taylor “Rough and Ready” Stamps

The only United States stamps to depict a presidential
candidate are the “Rough and Ready” designs issued by
Bouton’s City Dispatch Post and its successor firm, Swarts
City Dispatch Post, which operated local mail services in New
York City. The design is a profile portrait of Zachary Taylor,
the Whig Party candidate in the 1848 election, with the cam-
paign slogan “Rough and Ready.” The earliest examples of
the stamps are dated shortly before Taylor’s nomination on
June 7, 1848.

Bouton created the first design—one with leaf ornaments
in the corners (Scott 18L.1) and the other with dots in the
corners (18L.2). When Bouton sold out to Aaron Swarts in
January 1849, Swarts continued to use Bouton’s stamps until
he could have his own printed. For a brief period, the name
“Swarts” was written in pen across some of the Bouton
stamps used under Swarts’s ownership (136L13).

1848 election broad-
side with an image of
Whig candidate
Zachary Taylor,
which appears to be
the basis for the
Bouton and Swarts
stamps

By June 1849, after Taylor took office, Swarts was selling
his own “Rough and Ready” stamps, modified by changing
the name and deleting the “2 Cents” denomination, giving
him flexibility to charge a different rate if necessary. Swarts
had his stamps printed in a variety of colors on different col-
ored paper. Even after President Taylor died in July 1850,
after only sixteen months in office, Swarts continued to sell
his stamps. Over the life of the “Rough and Ready” issues,
Taylor was a presidential candidate, president-elect, sitting
president, and finally a deceased president.

The 1847 Issue stamps were in circulation when the
“Rough and Ready” stamps were issued. Since local service
to carry a letter to the post office cost an additional 2¢ and
the public had their choice of local posts to use (or whether
to use stamps at all), the combination of an 1847 stamp and
one of the Bouton or Swarts stamps on cover is extremely
rare. Our records and the USPCS census have a total of 17
different covers, including three front panels. There are 14
5¢ combinations (6 Bouton, 8 Swarts) and three 10¢ combi-
nations (two Bouton, one Swarts).

Lot 23 is the only recorded 10¢ 1847 Swarts combination
cover. It is postmarked August 1, 1849, during Taylor’s term
in office. The 5¢ combination with a Bouton stamp offered
in lot 22 is dated September 8, circa 1848, when Taylor was
a candidate. They represent one of the most remarkable
philatelic stories in American history. m
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The William H. Gross Collection

LOT 24°

The unique 1847 Issue cover to Belgium with a 5¢ and 10¢ strip of three

paying the 34¢ Retaliatory Rate during the “Postal War” with England—

one of the most outstanding classic United States covers extant

ESTIMATE $300,000-400,000

DESCRIPTION

5¢ Red Brown, 10¢ Black (1, 2), 5¢ three large margins, touched at top,
used with 10¢ horizontal strip of three, Positions 22-24R, full to large
margins except where frameline just touched at top right, tied by red
square grid cancels of New York City on blue folded cover to Ghent,
Belgium, from the De Coster correspondence, receipt docketing indi-
cates letter originated at Charleston, South Carolina, on October 28,
1848, sender’s route instructions “pr Mail to Boston for Steamer ‘Niagara”
were followed and the cover was conveyed by steamer to New York
City, then by mail to Boston, from which port it was carried by the
Cunarder Niagara, departing November 1 and arriving at Liverpool on
November 13, red Liverpool “OD 14 NO 14 1848” circular datestamp on
back, corresponding British “7/8” manuscript debit marking, Ostend
November 15 red backstamp, red rectangular accountancy handstamp
(with rates in blue ink) “DEBOURS ETRANGERS 1/8 / TAXE REDUITE 20 /
PORT BELGE 4” representing postage of 1sh8p British, re-stated 20
decimes in Belgian currency, plus 4 decimes internal rate, large blue
“24” decimes in manuscript for total amount due, final marking is a
red Ghent (“Gand”) receiving datestamp on back

PROVENANCE

Sir Nicholas Waterhouse, Puttick & Simpson sale, 11/11-14/1924, lot 216
Henry C. Gibson, Sr., Ward sale, 6/14-15/1944, lot 33, to Brigham
Alfred R. Brigham (not in Kelleher auction; sold privately)

John D. Pope III (sold privately to Garrett, circa 1980)

Duane B. Garrett (collection sold privately to Dr. Kapiloff)

Dr. Leonard Kapiloff (bequest), 1999 Rarities of the World,
Siegel Auction Galleries, 5/15/1999, Sale 811, lot 29, to Craveri

Guido Craveri (“Como”), Bennett sale, 3/23/2002, lot 20, to Walske

Siegel Auction Galleries, 2005 Rarities of the World, 6/3/2005, Sale 895,
lot 65, to Hackmey

>

Joseph Hackmey (collection sold privately to William H. Gross, 2010)

CENSUS, LITERATURE AND EXHIBITION REFERENCES
USPCS census no. 8888
Stanley B. Ashbrook, Special Service, #20, pp. 137-144

Lester G. Brookman, United States Postage Stamps of the 19th Century,
Vol. I, fig. 117, p. 79

George E. Hargest, History of Lelter Post Communication Belween the
United States and Europe, 1845-1875, fig. 64, pp. 101-102

Jonathan W. Rose, Classic United States Imperforate Stamps, p. 13
New York International Philatelic Exhibition 1926 (Gibson)

CERTIFICATION
The Philatelic Foundation (1998)

CONDITION NOTES

Very Fine; horizontal file fold clear of stamps; small erased “MERTENS”
handstamps (reinforced); Gibson backstamp

HISTORY AND COMMENTARY

The British and American Postal War

Although it is addressed to Belgium, not Great Britain,
this remarkable 1847 Issue cover reflects the political and
economic dispute between the American and British govern-
ments, because it had to be carried to Liverpool for further
transit to Ostend and Ghent, Belgium. The story of protec-
tive postal tariffs and retaliation is a lesson for modern times.

The well-informed correspondent in Charleston, South
Carolina, directed the post office to send the letter by the
Cunarder Niagara from Boston, and prepaid the 10¢ over-
300 miles domestic postage plus the 24¢ British packet rate
(1¢ overpaid). The letter did not enter the mails in
Charleston, but was carried north on the Spofford & Tileston
steamer Northerner, bound for New York City. After entering
the mails at New York, it was sent by railroad to Boston.

At the Liverpool foreign-mail office, the U.S. prepayment
was ignored, and “1/8” (one shilling, eight pence) for British
packet service was debited to Belgium. This amount, which
was re-stated as 20 decimes Belgian currency plus 4 decimes
internal postage, was collected from the addressee (48¢).
Therefore, a total of 83¢ was paid, but the recipient ended
up paying just as much as if the letter had been sent unpaid.

This letter and the correspondents involved were victims
of the postal war, in which the Retaliatory Rate was the
primary weapon.

Competition on the High Seas

To understand the conflict between the United States and
Great Britain over transatlantic postage charges, known to
postal historians as the 1848 Retaliatory Rate period, it is
helpful to start with the Cunard Line.

In 1839 Samuel Cunard, a Nova Scotian by birth who
rose to prominence in the ocean shipping business, won the
British contract to run regular mail packets on steam-pow-
ered vessels between the United States and Great Britain.
The British and North American Steam Packet Company

. was formed, but it was more
widely known as the Cunard
Line. Regular packet steamers
started plying the waters be-
tween Boston, Halifax (Nova
Scotia) and Liverpool in July
1840 (some mail was carried
on the Unicorn in May 1840,
but July 1 was the official in-
auguration date).

With a seven-year contract
and lucrative mail subsidy,
Cunard and, by extension,
Great Britain, dominated
Samuel Cunard (1785-1865)  transatlantic postal communi-

continued on next page
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cations. America’s once-proud position during the wind-powered
era was seriously undermined by Britain’s development of its well-
organized and rapid steamship routes.

Cunard’s voyages were regular, highly-publicized events. Busi-
nesses relying on the fastest means of communication between con-
tinents viewed Cunard as the Fedex of its day. With no comparable
alternative, correspondents paid one shilling postage per half ounce
(the equivalent of 24¢ U.S.) to have their letters carried by British
steamships. Because there was no postal treaty between the United
States and Great Britain, it was not possible for American corre-
spondents to prepay ocean postage on letters. Therefore, a typical
letter had enough prepaid U.S. postage to bring it to the port of
departure, and the British postage (including the packet charge)
was paid by the addressee.

The public outcry for cheaper ocean postage and other postal
reforms in the United States was led in the 1840s by men such as
Barnabas Bates, Joshua Leavitt and Elihu Burritt. In June 1840 a
Senate resolution was introduced by Daniel Webster, which called
for the reduction of postage and the use of stamps (the printed bill
actually reproduces a Mulready lettersheet design). The pressure
was on to do something about high rates and British dominance in
transatlantic postal communications.

In response, Congress passed acts in 1844 and 1845 that created
lower, more uniform postage rates and authorized a mail subsidy
for U.S. steamer packets. Two significant consequences of these con-
gressional acts were the issuance of postage stamps for general use
and the establishment of the U.S.-operated Ocean Line. Both break-
throughs occurred in 1847.

The Ocean Line was the first transatlantic mail packet subsidized
by the United States government. The route ran between New York
and Bremen, but included a stop near Southampton where mail for
Great Britain could be off-loaded or picked up. The arrangements
with German postal authorities were negotiated by Major Selah
Reeve Hobbie, a Jacksonian Democrat and former congressman
from New York who served as First Assistant Postmaster General al-
most continuously from 1829 until his death in 1854. Major Hobbie
played an important role in the Retaliatory Rate controversy as the
first point man for negotiations with British authorities.

British Penalty on Letters Transported by American Packets

Facing a challenge to their virtual monopoly over transatlantic
mails, postal authorities in Great Britain issued an order to impose
British postage charges (one shilling per half-ounce letter and two
pence for each newspaper) on letters carried by American packets
(non-contract ship mail would still be treated under the customary
8p ship-letter charge). This had the effect of doubling postage on
every piece of mail carried by the new Ocean Line steamships.

The first American steamship to arrive at Liverpool was the
Washington on June 15, 1847, which carried mail bags and Major
Hobbie, who had been sent by Postmaster General Cave Johnson
to negotiate a postal arrangement with British postal authorities.
When he arrived he was unaware of the new discriminatory charge.
Hobbie’s mission was to convince the British to eliminate the 8p
incoming ship-letter charge on American packet mail (in recognition
of its government-subsidized status) and to secure cooperation in
processing mail to, from and in transit through Great Britain. One
can imagine Major Hobbie’s surprise when he disembarked and
discovered that days earlier the British had decided to play hardball
by charging full ocean postage on letters carried by the new U.S.
packets. For a man closely allied with Andrew Jackson’s politics (and
probably sharing Jackson’s disdain for the British), Major
Hobbie must have directed several choice expletives at British postal
authorities.

The British discriminatory postage charges amounted to a pro-
tectionist tariff and set off strong protests from American diplomats

and politicians. The claim was made that the charges, which in the
words of the British order were specifically aimed at the Ocean Line,
violated the Most Favored Nation status of the United States in its
trade relations with Great Britain. The British responded to George
Bancroft, the American minister in London, telling him that the
British packet postage on American packet letters was necessary “to
protect the Cunard line of steamers, and to derive for the British
Treasury a revenue out of the Mail service of our packets as well as
[yours].” To American ears, that was the Anglicized version of
“what’s mine is mine and what's yours is mine.”

An Eye for An Eye

Major Hobbie continued on to Bremen to conduct his business
with German postal authorities. He returned on July 3, 1847, to
negotiate with the British in order to reach a satisfactory arrange-
ment that would end the discriminatory charges. By the end of
October 1847, Hobbie sailed back to the U.S. without a deal.

President Polk asked Congress to decide on a course of action
based on the Postmaster General’s report. In response, the Act of
June 27, 1848, was passed. It authorized the Post Office Department
to charge 24¢ packet postage on every letter, whether it was carried
by an American or “foreign packet ship.” The act was carefully
worded to avoid specific mention of Great Britain, because one of
the American complaints was that the British had singled out U.S.
packets, thereby violating existing trade agreements. However, since
no other foreign country operated a transatlantic packet service, the
target was obviously Great Britain and the Cunard Line.

The first mail affected by the U.S. Retaliatory Rate was outbound
mail carried on the Cunard Line’s Britannia, which left New York
on July 5, 1848, and arrived in Liverpool on July 19. Days later, on
July 8, the Cunarder Caledonia arrived in New York with its mail.
Every letter on these ships and all subsequent packets during the
Retaliatory Period were charged both British and U.S. packet
postage. This penalty created an uproar among businesses and the
public, which forced the parties back to the bargaining table.

The 1848 U.S.-British Postal Treaty

Negotiations for a postal treaty actually took place on two differ-
ent levels. Postal representatives had the authority to make arrange-
ments or conventions between countries, but postal treaties had a
higher level of status and were negotiated by diplomatic represen-
tatives. Any postal treaty, essentially a form of international trade
agreement, had to be ratified by the Senate and by Parliament.

Representing the British were Lord Clanricarde, Postmaster
General, and Sir Charles Wood, Chancellor of the Exchequer and
a trusted member of Parliament. The British Foreign Secretary was
the controversial Viscount Palmerston, later Prime Minister.

On the American side was Postmaster General Cave Johnson, a
Tennessean who had earlier advocated putting Andrew Jackson’s
portrait on the first U.S. stamp,
which reveals something about
his attitude towards the British.
Although Johnson remained in
the U.S. during negotiations, he
was deeply involved in the
process.

The American minister in
London, George Bancroft, was di-
rectly engaged in negotiating the
postal treaty with British authori-
ties. Bancroft was a former Secre-
tary of the Navy and held strong
anti-British views. As minister to
Great Britain, he reported to the
Polk administration’s Secretary of
State, James Buchanan.

George Bancroft
(1800-1891)




After extensive discussions and correspondence, negotiations
finally reached a point at which a deal seemed imminent. Both sides
agreed to a reciprocal 24¢ (or one shilling) rate and specified that
packet postage would be retained by or credited to the packet’s
country of origin. However, Johnson vehemently objected to one
aspect of the proposed uniform rate, specifically the domestic
postage component, and he refused to give his consent.

In a bit of diplomatic maneuvering, the decision was made by
Bancroft and the British negotiators to create a postal treaty, which
elevated the agreement’s status to a level beyond the authority (or
consent) of the postmaster general. It was now in the hands of diplo-
mats and elected officials.

On December 15, 1848, the treaty was signed. It was ratified in
January and the treaty terms commenced on February 15, 1849.
Prior to this date, the old rates were restored on any packets arriv-
ing in Great Britain (beginning December 29, 1848) and in the U.S.
(beginning January 3, 1849).

The Belgian Retaliatory Rate Cover Beyond Belgium

When the Belgian Retaliatory Rate cover entered the philatelic
world in the early 1900s, the understanding of the history behind
the Retaliatory Rate was quite limited. Nonetheless, a cover with a
combination of the 5¢ and 10¢ 1847 stamps, including a strip of the
10¢, was something any philatelist could appreciate. It was not until
November 1952 that Stanley B. Ashbrook, a leading expert in early
postal history, fully explained the significance of the postage paid
and the Retaliatory Rate Period.

The first collector associated with
the Belgian Retaliatory Rate cover is
Sir Nicholas E. Waterhouse, the son
of Edwin Waterhouse, one of the
founding members of the Institute of
Chartered Accountants in 1880.
Nicholas was educated at Oxford and
entered his father’s firm in 1899. The
company is better known today as
PricewaterhouseCoopers.

Waterhouse formed and sold at
least three United States collections.
After the 1955 sale by Harmers of
London, he was asked how it felt to

Sir Nicholas E.Waterhouse disperse a collection which had occu-

(1877-1964) pied half of his life. He was quoted as

answering that given the chance to

live to be 150 years old, his fourth U.S. collection would be better
than the one he had just sold (Stamps Magazine, August 1955).

The Belgian Retaliatory Rate cover was in the first Waterhouse
auction, held in November 1924 by the British firm of Puttick &
Simpson. In the Waterhouse catalogue photograph, the cover shows
four small “MERTENS” handstamps above and below the stamps,
which have since been erased. Mertens
was a stamp firm in Brussels, and we
presume they sold the cover to Water-
house.

The buyer in the 1924 Waterhouse
sale was Henry C. Gibson, Sr., who
started his 1847 Issue collection in
1910. He included the cover in his ex-
hibit at TIPEX in 1936 (the exhibit cat-
alogue makes special mention of it).
Gibson sold off parts of his collection,
only to start adding items again
throughout his long lifetime (he died
at 102), but he evidently held on to the
Belgian Retaliatory Rate cover for two

Alfred R. Brigham
(1874-1948)

decades, because it was featured in the June 1944 Ward sale of Gib-
son’s “United States Postage Stamps on Original Covers 1845-1940.”
In the array of four of the greatest 1847 covers known, this cover
was third, offered between the Beaver cover (lot 26 in the current
Gross sale) and the Rush cover with a 10¢ strip of six (also a Retal-
iatory Rate usage and part of the Gross collection).

The buyer in the 1944 Gibson sale was Alfred R. Brigham (1874-
1948), a wealthy banker residing in Worcester, Massachusetts. After
Brigham’s death on September 22, 1948, portions of his collection
were sold through Kelleher and Colby auctions, but certain items,
including the cover to Belgium, were placed privately.

Although Philip G. Rust had entered the market by 1948 and
bought two of the star items in the Gibson collection, he apparently
did not have an opportunity to buy the Belgian Retaliatory Rate
cover. That privilege seems to have been given to John D. Pope 111
(1913-1984), a patent attorney from a St. Louis suburb, who with
his wife Elizabeth became a prominent figure in philately. Pope died
in 1984 and his collection was sold through John A. Fox, but two of
his best covers, including the one to Belgium, had already been sold
about five years earlier. Elizabeth Pope described the offer from
Duane Garrett for the 5¢/10¢ combination cover to England
(USPCS census no. 169) and the cover to Belgium as “too good to
refuse.” Garrett owned the covers briefly before selling his entire
1847 collection to Dr. Kapiloff in a transaction orchestrated by Siegel
and Harvey Warm. It was perhaps the last and greatest land grab
in classic U.S. philately.

Dr. Leonard Kapiloff
(1915-1993) and Siegel had
been close friends since the
1930s. “Doc” Kapiloff was a
dentist by training, but
earned his livelihood from
real estate. The only dentistry
he practiced was volunteer-
ing at a free clinic. With his
financial success, Dr. Kapiloff
was able to enjoy philately by
acquiring items that appealed
to him. He developed a deep
interest in classic U.S. covers,
particularly the 1847 Issue. When the Garrett 1847 collection was
offered privately in the early 1980s, Dr. Kapiloff stepped up and
bought it intact.

Dr. Kapiloff already owned many outstanding 1847 covers,
including the Rush cover. Combined with the Garrett collection, he
was able to form a spectacular exhibit for public display. He made his
debut at ARIPEX in 1984 and took the Grand Award. The Kapiloff
1847 collection went on to win the Grand Prix International at
ISRAPHIL in 1985. In 1992 he asked the Siegel firm to sell it, along
with his 1851-57 collection. Held back from the sale were a few of
his favorites, including the Belgian Retaliatory Rate cover.

The cover re-entered the market in the 1999 Rarities of the
World sale, where it was snapped up by Guido Craveri, the Italian-
Swiss dealer and collector. In 2002, after a decade building his col-
lection of 1847-1856 Issue covers, Craveri began selling it at auction
and privately. The cover to Belgium was featured in the March 23,
2002, Bennett sale of the “Como” collection, and the buyer was
Steven Walske, who told this writer that he bought it because he
“always liked it.” From Walske it passed to Joseph Hackmey, the
Israeli collector (additional biographical details on page 79). In
2010, after David Feldman SA, a Swiss firm, announced the auction
of Hackmey’s U.S. 1847-1856 collection, Mr. Gross authorized
Charles Shreve to purchase the collection intact, and the sale was
called off. Mr. Gross then became the only collector to own all four
iconic 1847 covers since Henry Gibson in 1944. m

Dr. Kapiloff (left) and Bob Siegel

The William H. Gross Collection
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The William H. Gross Collection

LOT 25°

The famous and unique 1847 Issue cover from California to New York with
the 40¢ rate paid by a 10¢ strip of four—this is the only known 10¢ 1847 Issue
cover from California, and it ranks among the most important covers in

United States postal history

ESTIMATE $150,000-200,000

DESCRIPTION

10¢ Black (2), Positions 83-86L, horizontal strip of four, large margins
on three sides, large to just barely in at bottom, tied by several strikes of
orange-red “PAID” cancel, additionally cancelled by criss-crossing pen
strokes, orange-red “San Francisco 1 Jan.” (1851) circular datestamp
struck very clearly at left on blue part-printed signed notice to the firm
of Howland & Aspinwall in New York City, matching “40” rate and
“PAID” handstamps struck on cover, sender’s directive “per Carolina”™—
the Pacific Mail Steamship Company vessel that carried this from San
Francisco to the Isthmus of Panama

PROVENANCE
All sales private until 1992 Kapiloff auction

Rep. Ernest R. Ackerman (bought and sold privately)

Henry C. Gibson, Sr.

Edgar B. Jessup (inherited by Pearce)

Basil C. Pearce (Jessup’s son-in-law; inherited and sold privately)
Marc Haas (bought privately from Pearce, August 1972)

Duane B. Garrett (collection sold privately to Dr. Kapiloff)

Dr. Leonard Kapiloff, Siegel Auction Galleries, 6/9/1992, Sale 743,
lot 147

Siegel Auction Galleries, 2005 Rarities of the World, 6/3/2005,
Sale 895, lot 64, to Hackmey

Joseph Hackmey (collection sold privately to William H. Gross, 2010)

CENSUS, LITERATURE AND EXHIBITION REFERENCES

USPCS census no. 225
https://www.uspcs.org/resource-center/censuses/1847-cover-census/

Lester G. Brookman, The 1847 Issue of United States Stamps, 1942,
fig. 17, p. 19

— United States Postage Stamps of the 19th Century, Vol. 1, fig. 18, p. 22
Jesse L. Coburn, Letters of Gold, p. 42
William T. Crowe, Opinions I, pp. 28-29

Gordon Eubanks, Jr., “The William H. Gross United States Collection,”
Chronicle 258, May 2018, front cover illustration

Duane B. Garrett, “Domestic Postal Rates for the 1847 Period, Part 11,”
Chronicle 109, February 1981

CERTIFICATION

The Philatelic Foundation (1981 and 2005)

CONDITION NOTES

Very Fine strip and cover with light horizontal file fold clear of stamps

HISTORY AND COMMENTARY

Eastward Bound—The 1847 Cover from California

Among the most desirable of classic United States covers
are the few known with four 10¢ 1847 stamps paying the
over-3,000 miles rate required on letters between coasts. In
this case, the cover’s eastbound direction and use of the 1847
stamps from Gold Rush-era San Francisco creates an artifact
of immeasurable importance.

This cover from San Francisco to New York City is the
only recorded 10¢ 1847 cover carried eastward from the
West Coast. The addressee, Howland and Aspinwall, was a
ma