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SIMON LAKE

PIONEER SUBMARINE INVENTOR
(1866 - 1945)

Inspired by Jules Verne’s "20,000 Leagues Under the
Sea" , SIMON LAKE forged the "dream" into the world’s first
practical submarine. As President of the Lake Torpedo Boat
Company, he was in service to the United States and foreign
governments, building and designing submarines. The "dream" included his
love of deep sea salvage , in challenging the sea to give up her treasures.
SIMON LAKE was known as the "Gentle Genius" and 1s considered the
"Father of the Modern Submarine" and a True American Patriot.

Jetfrey B. Lake , Curator - 1992
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Simon Lake,
the submarine

The Argonaut, launched in 1897 for commercial
use, had wheels and a diver’s compartment to
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Peral had been launched in 1888. In this country, Con-
gress was becoming aroused, and the submarine was
becoming a public issue. Simon Lake had begun to
experiment with a submarine, designed for underwa-
ter salvage work, which submerged on an even keel
instead of diving, and Tuck had also produced an ex-
perimental craft. In 1893 there was another competi-
tion. Again Holland won. At last, in 18g5, the Navy
signed its first submarine contract, for $150,000. The
contractor: the John P. Holland Torpedo Boat Com-
pany, formed by Holland and a young lawyer named
Elihu B. Frost.

Bridgeport, Conn.

Nevertheless he ¥ %uilt soundly. The little Hol-
land set a high standard for the future, and her basic
mechanisms and principles were carried over into the
submarines of every navy. Unlike the important early
submarines of Lake and Nordenfeldt, with their “even
keel” method of submerging, the Holland dove like a
porpoise. She maintained a “reserve buoyancy” and
was forced or steered underwater, while in motion, by

her stern diving rudders and propeller. An immovable
center =t giavity, along with compensation for any
loss of internal weight by use of trimming tanks, kept
¢ha hoat at all times in fine adjustment of balance
' first submarine to
nternal-combustion
an electric motor

1 precedent for the

display on submi
m of Industry. It’s

arouil

1897. A small
Baltimore Museu



