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AUCTION GALLERIES, INC.

6 WEST 48TH STREET, 9TH FLOOR, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10036
Phone (212) 753-6421 * Fax (212) 753-6429 ¢ Email: stamps@siegelauctions.com

Catalogues, internet bidding, resources, archives and the Siegel Encyclopedia at

siegelauctions.com



@
w‘\( a -
.

aia &

Scott R. Trepel John P. Zuckerman
President Senior Vice President

strepel jzuckerman
@siegelauctions.com @siegelauctions.com

clong

Corey Long
Senior Vice President

@siegelauctions.com

AUCTION GALLERIES, INC.

6 WEST 48TH STREET, 9TH FLOOR, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10036
Phone (212) 753-6421 ¢ Fax (212) 753-6429  Email: stamps@siegelauctions.com

siegelauctions.com

Siegel International
Dallas (214) 754-5991

Charles F. Shreve
Director, Siegel International

charles
@siegelauctions.com

)

Samantha Aragon Gina Cashia Emily Chun Andrew Titley Chris Anderson
VP, Financial VP, Operations Operations VP, Siegel International International Specialist
samantha gina emily andrew chris

@siegelauctions.com @siegelauctions.com

@siegelauctions.com

@siegelauctions.com

@siegelauctions.com

Scott R. Trepel Principal Auctioneer (licensed by NYC Dept. of Consumer Affairs, #795952)

Information for Bidders

Bidding
The following means are available for placing bids:
1) LIMITED PUBLIC ATTENDANCE AT AUCTION : Due to COVID-19
restrictions, attendance will be limited and by prior approval. Live
bidding will be facilitated mail, email, phone or internet.
2) Live Internet Bidding: Instructions for participating as a Live
Internet Bidder are provided on the page opposite.
3) Phone Bidding: Bidders can be connected to the sale by phone
and bid through a member of staff. Requests for phone bidding
are subject to approval (please contact our office at least 24

hours before the sale). A signed Bid Form is required.

4) Absentee Bids. All bids received in advance of the sale, either
by mail, fax, phone, e-mail or internet, are Absentee Bids, which
instruct the auctioneer to bid up to a specific amount on one or
more lots in the sale. Absentee Bids sent by phone, fax or email

should arrive at least one hour prior to the start of the sale

on. Bids entered through Live Internet Bidding will be
jisible to the auctioneer during the sale. Written bids should be
entered legibly on the Bid Form in the sale catalogue. Email
and internet bids should be carefully typed and double-checked.
All new bidders must provide references. We recomme
calling or e-mailing to confirm that Absentee Bids sent by m
fax or email have been received and entered.

Presale Viewing by Appointment Only
To protect the health of our clients and staff, presale viewing will
be arranged by appointment only and with mandatory protective
measures. To make an appointment and receive instructions for
pre-sale viewing, please contact us at (212) 753-6421 or by email.
We reserve the right to refuse, cancel or postpone a request or
appointment for medical reasons.

Expert Certification
Individual items offered without a PF or PSE certificate dated
within the past five years may be purchased subject to
independent certification of genuineness and our description.
Please refer to the Conditions of Sale and Grading Terms for
policies governing certification.

Shipping and Delivery
Procedures and charges for shipping lots are printed on the
back of the Bid Form. Bidders are responsible for all prescribed
shipping charges and any applicable sales tax or customs duties.
Price Realized

Prices realized are sent with each invoice. Bidders with email
will receive a Bid Results report after the sale. Session results are
posted immediately to siegelauctions.com




Live and Absentee Internet Bidding at Siegel

ALL INTERNET BIDDING IS NOW HANDLED DIRECTLY FROM THE SIEGEL WEBSITE
SALES ARE NO LONGER LISTED ON STAMP AUCTION NETWORK

REGISTERED BIDDERS MAY LEAVE BIDS IN ADVANCE OF THE SALE
AND BID LIVE DURING THE AUCTION

DOWNLOAD THE SIEGEL APP FROM THE APPLE OR GOOGLE PLAY STORES

This step-by-step guide will instruct you how to register and use the bidding interface.

Start by following the simple steps to become a registered internet bidder.

Once you have been approved for bidding, you can leave bids in advance of the sale,
listen to the auction and place bids live with the click of a mouse.

Registering with Siegel Auction Galleries

To bid, you must be registered and approved by Siegel.
To decide what you need to do, choose the description below that best fits you.

I've already registered with Siegel and
have been approved by Siegel for internet bidding

I'm a Siegel client, but I'm not registered to bid live

Go to bid.siegelauctions.com and click on Login at the top. Then click
on the link for Sign Up Now. We will match your new signup to your
existing account.

I want to become a Siegel client and bid in auctions

Go to bid.siegelauctions.com and click on Login at the top. Then click
on the link for Sign Up Now. You will need to register and provide
trade and banking references.

Internet bidding works by allowing registered bidders to
observe and place bids, either before the sale or in real-time
during the auction.

Live Internet Bidding will work with any browser on both PC
and Mac operating systems, or with our app..

Before bidding by internet for the first time, we recommend
observing an auction in progress. This will help you develop a
feel for the sale tempo and bidding interface.

Log in and participate in the auction at
bid.siegelauctions.com

When you're logged on as an internet bidder, the bidding
interface shows a photo and description of the lot, the
current bid (and your bidding status), options for placing
competitive bids and buttons with bid increments.
« After you click on a bid amount, the auctioneer is
immediately notified of your bid.
Retracting a bid is not acceptable,
so please bid carefully.

« You can track prior realizations from
the bidding screen.

374
Inverted jenny Graded XF-Superb 95
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“System Down” or “Lost Connection” events do occasionally happen.
If you have any problems with Live Internet Bidding please call 212-753-6421 for immediate assistance.



Conditions of Sale (please read carefully before bidding)

THE PROPERTY IN THIS CATALOGUE WILL BE OFFERED AT
PUBLIC AUCTION BY ROBERT A. SIEGEL AUCTION GALLERIES,
INC. (“GALLERIES”) ON BEHALF OF VARIOUS CONSIGNORS AND
ITSELF OR AFFILIATED COMPANIES. BY BIDDING ON ANY LOT,
WHETHER DIRECTLY OR THROUGH A THIRD PARTY, IN
PERSON, BY TELEPHONE, FACSIMILE, INTERNET OR BY ANY
OTHER MEANS, THE BIDDER ACKNOWLEDGES AND AGREES TO
ALL OF THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONS OF SALE.

1. The highest bidder acknowledged by the auctioneer shall be the
buyer. The term “final bid” means the last bid acknowledged by the
auctioneer, which is normally the highest bid offered. The purchase
price payable by the buyer will be the sum of the final bid and a
commission of 18% of the final bid (‘“buyer’s premium”), together with
any sales tax, use tax or customs duties due on the sale.

2. The auctioneer has the right to reject any bid, to advance the
bidding at his discretion and, in the event of a dispute, to determine the
successful bidder, to continue the bidding or to reoffer and resell the lot
in dispute. The Galleries’ record of the final sale shall be conclusive.

3. All bids are per numbered lot in the catalogue unless otherwise
announced by the auctioneer at the time of sale. The right is reserved to
group two or more lots, to withdraw any lot or lots from the sale, or to
act on behalf of the seller. The Galleries will execute bidding instructions
on behalf of clients, but will not be responsible for the failure to execute
such bids or for any errors in the execution of such bids.

4. Lots with numbers followed by the symbol ° are offered subject to
a confidential minimum bid (‘“reserve”), below which the lot will not
be sold. The absence of the symbol ° means that the lot is offered
without a reserve. If there is no reserve, the auctioneer has sole
discretion to establish a minimum opening bid and may refuse an
offer of less than half of the published estimate. Any lot that does not
reach its reserve or opening bid requested by the auctioneer will be
announced as “passed” and excluded from the prices realized lists
after the sale. The Galleries may have a direct or indirect ownership
interest in any or all lots in the sale resulting from an advance of
monies or goods-in-trade or a guarantee of minimum net proceeds
made by the Galleries to the seller.

5. Subject to the exclusions listed in 5(A), the Galleries will accept the
return of lots which, subject to the Galleries’ sole judgment, have been
misidentified or which have obvious faults that were present when the
lot was in the Galleries’ custody, but not so noted in the lot description.
All disputed lots must be received by the Galleries intact with the
original packing material within 5 days of delivery to the buyer but no
later than 30 days from the sale date. (5A) EXCLUSIONS: The
following lots may not be returned for any reason, or may not be
returned for the reasons stated: (i) lots containing 5 or more items; (ii)
lots from buyers who registered for the pre-sale exhibition or received
lots by postal viewing, thereby having had the opportunity to inspect
them before the sale; (iii) any lot described with “faults,” “defects” or a
specific fault may not be returned because of any secondary fault; (iv)
photographed lots may not be returned because of centering, margins,
short/nibbed perforations or other factors shown in the photos; (v) the
color of the item does not match the color photo in the sale catalogue
or website listing; (vi) the description contains inaccurate information
about the quantity known or reported; or (vii) a certification service
grades a stamp lower than the grade stated in the description or on an
accompanying certificate.

6. Successful bidders, unless they have established credit with the
Galleries prior to the sale, must make full payment in cleared funds
before the lots will be delivered. Buyers not known to the Galleries must
make payment in full within 3 days from the date of sale. The Galleries
retains the right to demand a cash deposit from anyone prior to
bidder registration and/or to demand payment at the time the lot is
knocked down, for any reason whatsoever. In the event that any buyer
refuses or fails to make payment in cash for any lot at the time it is
knocked down to him, the auctioneer reserves the right to reoffer the
lot immediately for sale to the highest bidder. Credit cards (Visa,
Mastercard and Discover only) can be accepted as payment, but will be
subject to a 3% non-refundable Convenience Fee, which will be added
to the total of the entire invoice (including hammer price, buyer’s
premium, shipping and transit insurance charges and any applicable
taxes). The buyer waives the right to dispute all credit card charges.

-

7. If the purchase price has not been paid within the time limit
specified above, nor lots taken up within 7 days from the date of sale,
the lots may be resold by whatever means deemed appropriate by the
Galleries, and any loss incurred from resale will be charged to the
defaulting buyer, and/or the Galleries may seek any other remedy
prescribed by law to enforce payment. Any account more than 30 days
in arrears will be subject to a late payment charge of 1’4 % per month
as long as the account remains in arrears. Any expenses incurred in
securing payment from delinquent accounts will be charged to the
defaulter. A fee of $250.00 will be charged for a check returned for
insufficient funds.

8. All lots are sold as genuine. Any lot accompanied by a certificate
issued by The Philatelic Foundation or by Professional Stamp Experts
within 5 years of the sale date is sold “as is”” and in accordance with
the description on the certificate. Such lots may not be returned for
any reason, including but not limited to a contrary certificate of
opinion or change in grade. Buyers may request a certificate for a lot
containing not more than one item, which does not have a P.F. or P.S.E.
certificate (dated as above), provided that the following conditions are
met: (i) the purchase price must be paid in full, (ii) if submitted by the
buyer, the lot must be submitted to an acceptable expertizing service
with a properly executed application form within 21 days of the sale,
(iii) a copy of the application form must be given to the Galleries, (iv)
the Galleries retains the right to resubmit the item for reconsideration,
without time limit or other restrictions, for the purpose of obtaining a
satisfactory opinion, (v) lots submitted for certification will be considered
cleared 90 days from the date of sale, whether or not a certificate has
been issued, unless the Galleries issues written approval of a further
extension of return privileges, and (vi) in the event the lot is determined
to be misidentified or misdescribed, pursuant to 5 and 5(A) of these
Conditions, the Galleries will issue a refund to the buyer for the full
purchase price and actual certification fees, but the reimbursement for
certificate fees (and related costs) shall not exceed 10% of the hammer
price of the lot. Changes to a grade by the same certification service or
a different grade from another certification service are not grounds
for returning a lot.

9. Until paid for in full, all lots remain the property of the Galleries on
behalf of the seller.

10. Agents executing bids on behalf of clients may also be held
responsible for all purchases made on behalf of clients, unless otherwise
arranged prior to the sale.

11. The buyer assumes all risk for delivery of purchased lots and
agrees to pay for prescribed shipping costs. Buyers who receive lots in
the U.S. are obligated to pay whatever sales tax or compensating use
tax might be due, at any time, and buyers outside the U.S. are
responsible for all customs duties.

12. The bidder consents that any action or proceeding against it may
be commenced and maintained in any court within the State of New
York or in the United States District Court for the Southern District of
New York, that the courts of the State of New York and United States
District Court for the Southern District of New York shall have
jurisdiction with respect to the subject matter hereof and the person of
the bidder. The bidder agrees not to assert any defense to any action
or proceeding initiated by Galleries based upon improper venue or
inconvenient forum. The bidder agrees that any action brought by the
bidder shall be commenced and maintained only in a Federal Court in
the United States District Court for the Southern District of New York
or the State Court in the county in which Galleries has its principal
place of business in New York. The bidder agrees not to use a public
conflict resolution service and not to use any form of social media to
publish comments or information about the Galleries and its
employees which might harm the Galleries’ reputation or business.
These Conditions of Sale shall be governed by and construed in
accordance with the substantive laws of the State of New York, and shall
constitute an agreement that shall be binding on the parties, and their
respective heirs, administrators, distributees, successors and assignees.

SCOTT R. TREPEL, Principal Auctioneer (NYC License No. 795952)
N.Y.C. Department of Consumer Affairs
80 Lafayette Street, New York, N.Y. 10013

Telephone (212) 577-0111 Revised 9/2018

© 2021, Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries, Inc. This catalogue in all versions, printed and electronic, is protected by copyright.
The descriptions, format, illustrations and information used herein may not be reprinted, distributed or copied in any form

without the express written consent of Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries. Application for permission may be made in writing.



Grades, Abbreviations and Values Used in Descriptions

Grades and Centering

Our descriptions contain detailed information and observations
about each item’s condition. We have also assigned grades to
stamps and covers, which reflect our subjective assessment. For
stamps, the margin width, centering and gum are described and
graded according to generally-accepted standards (an
approximate correlation to numeric grades is provided at right).
Although we believe our grades are accurate, they are not always
exactly aligned with third-party grading terms or standards for all
issues. A lot may not be returned because a certification service
grades a stamp lower than the grade stated in the description.
Information from the P.S.E. Stamp Market Quarterly and P.S.E.
Population Report®™ is the most current available, but lots may
not be returned due to errors or changes in statistics or data.

Extremely Fine Gem (90-100): The term “Gem” describes condition
that is the finest possible for the issue. This term is equivalent to
“Superb” used by grading services.

Extremely Fine (80-90): Exceptionally large/wide margins or near
perfect centering.

Very Fine (70-85): Normal-size margins for the issue and well-
centered with the design a bit closer to one side. “Very Fine and
choice” applies to stamps that have desirable traits such as rich
color, sharp impression, freshness or clarity of cancel.

Fine (60-70): Smaller than usual margins or noticeably off center.
Pre-1890 issues may have the design touched in places.

Very Good (below 60): Attractive appearance, but margins or
perforations cut into the design.

Guide to Gum Condition

Gum Categories: MINT N.H. ORIGINAL GUM (0O.G.) NO GUM
Mint Lightly Hinge Mark or Part o.g. Small part o.g. No gum
Never Hinged Hinged Remnant Approximately Approximately Only if issued
Free from any | Faint impression Prominent half or more of | less than half of with gum
disturbance of a removed hinged spot with | the gum intact the gum intact
hinge over a part or all of the
small area hinge remaining
Catalogue Symbol: * * * * * * (%)
Scott
. . Pre-1890 stamps in these categories Scott Value for “No Gum”
PRE-1890 ISSUES trade at a premium over Scott value “0.G. Values thru
No. 218
. Scott Scott Value for “0.G.” Disturbed Original Gum: Gum showing noticeable
1890-1935 ISSUES N(i;'elr Hl?gcd (Actual value will be effects of humidity, climate or hinging over more than
alues or affected by the half of the gum. The significance of gum disturbance
Nos. 219-771 degree of hinging) . . © . C .
in valuing a stamp in any of the Original Gum

categories depends on the degree of disturbance, the
rarity and normal gum condition of the issue and
other variables affecting quality. For example, stamps
issued in tropical climates are expected to have some
gum disturbance due to humidity, and such condition
is not considered a negative factor in pricing.

Scott Value for

1935 TO DATE “Unused”

Covers
Minor nicks, short edge tears, flap tears and slight reduction at one side are normal conditions for 19th century envelopes. Folded letters
should be expected to have at least one file fold. Light cleaning of covers and small mends along the edges are accepted forms of
conservation. Unusual covers may have a common stamp with a slight crease or tiny tear. These flaws exist in virtually all 19th century
covers and are not always described. They are not grounds for return.

Catalogue Values and Estimates
Unless otherwise noted, the currently available Scott Catalogue values are quoted in dollars with a decimal point. Other catalogues are
often used for foreign countries or specialized areas and are referred to by their common name: Stanley Gibbons (SG), Dietz, American Air
Mail Catalogue (AAMC), Michel, Zumstein, Facit, etc. Estimates are indicated with an “E.” and reflect our conservative valuation in dollars.
Reserves will never exceed the low end of the estimate range; they will sometimes exceed Scott Catalogue value for stamps in Extremely
Fine condition.

Because of certain pricing inconsistencies in the Scott Catalogue—for example, blocks that have no gum, the absence of premiums for Mint
N.H. items, etc.—we cannot guarantee the accuracy of values quoted for multiples, specialized items and collection lots. We generally try
to be conservative, but buyers may not return a lot because of a discrepancy in catalogue value due to Scott pricing inconsistencies.

Symbols and Abbreviations (see chart above for gum symbols)

B  Block E Essay pmk.  Postmark No. Scott Catalogue Number
= Cover P Proof cds Circular Datestamp hs Handstamp
FC  Fancy Cancel TC  Trial Color Proof var. Variety ms. Manuscript

Revised 1/2012



Lot 1531

: : s Ph)

The Philatelic Foundation 519955

341 West 38th Street * S5th Floor 04/22/2014
I k, NY 10018

EXPERT COMMITTEE

We have examined the enclosed item, of which a
photograph is attached, and described by the applicant as follows:

Country:  yNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Cat. No Issue Denom. Color

C3a 1918 24¢ carmine rose & blue

Scott’s unless ot pecified.

UNUSED, OG CENTER INVERTED, POSITION 77.
AND WE ARE OF THE OPINION THAT:
IT IS GENUINE, NEVER HINGED. *********

*** PF GRADED VF-XF 85 ***

cpert Committee
Chairman

Submitted by

SPINK SHREVES GALLERIES




The 1918 24-Cemnt Inverted Jenmy

POSITION 77—MINT NEVER-HINGED—FROM THE GERALD FORSYTHE COLLECTION
TO BE SOLD ON WEDNESDAY, MARCH 31, 2021, AT 1:30 PM.

LOT 1531° %%

24¢ Carmine Rose & Blue, Center Inverted (C3a). Position 77, the seventh stamp in the eighth row
of the sheet of 100 purchased by William T. Robey on May 14, 1918, Mint Never-Hinged, small light
pencil position number on back applied by Eugene Klein to every stamp in the sheet, deep rich color,
remarkably bright fresh paper and gum, choice centering with unusually balanced margins

EXTREMELY FINE. A PHENOMENAL MINT NEVER-HINGED EXAMPLE OF THE FAMOUS 1918 24-CENT
INVERTED “JENNY” ERROR. THIS REMARKABLE STAMP—IN POST-OFFICE MINT CONDITION WITH WIDE
MARGINS, EXCEPTIONAL FRESHNESS AND GRADED VF-XF 85 BY THE PHILATELIC FOUNDATION—IS
WITHOUT QUESTION ONE OF THE FINEST EXAMPLES IN EXISTENCE.

The original sheet of one hundred Inverted Jenny errors was purchased by William T. Robey on May
14, 1918, the first day the stamps went on sale in all three principal airmail route cities: Washington,
D.C., New York and Philadelphia. Robey bought the sheet for its $24 face value at the New York
Avenue branch post office window in the District of Columbia. On Sunday, May 19, Robey agreed to
give Eugene Klein, a prominent Philadelphia stamp dealer, a one-day option to buy the sheet for
$15,000. Klein exercised his option on Monday, May 20, in a late afternoon phone call, and he
confirmed it with a registered letter to Robey sent in the evening mail. The sheet was delivered to
Klein’s office by Robey and his father-in-law on the following day, Tuesday, May 21, 1918.

No later than Monday, May 20, the day Klein exercised his option, he had arranged to sell the sheet
for $20,000 to Colonel Edward H. R. Green. Half of the $5,000 profit went to Klein’s partners, Percy
McGraw Mann and Joseph A. Steinmetz. Klein was then authorized by Colonel Green to divide the
sheet into singles and blocks, and to sell all but a few key position blocks.

Despite the great rarity and value of Inverted Jenny stamps, many of the original hundred have been
mistreated by collectors over the years. Colonel Green himself allowed moisture to affect some of the
stamps he retained. Eight straight-edge copies that Klein was unable to sell and returned to Colonel
Green were found in Green’s estate stuck together in an envelope (they were soaked and lost their gum).
Other examples have become slightly toned from improper storage and climatic conditions. Hinge
removal has caused thins and creases in numerous stamps, and one was physically Scotch-taped to an
exhibit page. Another was nearly lost to philately forever when it was swept up in a vacuum cleaner.

Our records contain five stamps that are certified Mint N.H. and one described as Mint N.H. when last
sold decades ago. In order of grade, they are as follows:

1) Position 49, graded XF 90 (PF), Siegel Sale 1192, November 15, 2018, lot 644, $1,350,000 hammer
2) Position 77, graded VF-XF 85 (PF), the stamp offered here
3) Position 68, graded VF 80 (PSE), Siegel Sale 1052, October 9, 2013, lot 6, $500,000 hammer

4) Position 84, graded F-VF 75 (PSE), Siegel Sale 904, December 10, 2005, lot 499, $280,000 hammer,
sold privately in 2007 for $825,000

5) Position 29, last sold in 1969 by Raymond and Roger Weill, never certified, private collection
6) Position 9, straight edge at top, the Locket copy, Siegel Sale 846, May 18, 2002, lot 2341

The stamp offered here, Position 77, was sold in a 1959 John A. Fox auction on behalf of Frederick H.
Douglas of Rumson, New Jersey, where it was purchased by the Weills of New Orleans, acting as agent
for a southern physician, Dr. J. A. Graves. Dr. Graves held the stamp for 23 years. It was next sold in
1982 in a Siegel sale on behalf of Dr. Graves, where it was purchased by another Weill client, Dr. Charles
E. Test, for $198,000, a then-record price for a U.S. stamp. The stamp remained with Dr. Test until his
20th century stamps were sold by Christie’s New York in 1994, when it was purchased by billionaire
banker Edmond J. Safra for $173,000. Safra passed away under mysterious circumstances in 1999. The
stamp was held by his family until 2014, when it was sold at Spink USA to the current owner.

With 2014 Philatelic Foundation certificate (519955), stating:
IT IS GENUINE, NEVER HINGED. PF GRADED VF-XF 85.

2021 Scott U.S. Specialized Catalogue Value $850,000.00

For the complete history and detailed records of every Inverted Jenny and owners’ biographies, go to
Inverted Jenny.com

SIEGEL AUCTION GALLERIES -7 - MARCH 31, 2021



MAY 1918 UNITED STATES AIRMAIL SERVICE
THE WORLD’S FIRST GOVERNMENT AIRMAIL SERVICE

he world’s first regularly scheduled mail service using airplanes was inaugurated in the United States

more than a century ago on Wednesday, 15 May 1918. The flights on this day marked the first attempt
to fly civilian mail using winged aircraft on a regular schedule, which distinguishes this service from earlier
official airmail carried on balloons or on airplanes used for short-term or restricted flights; for example,
aviators carried souvenir letters at special flying events from 1910 to 1916, and the U.S. Army First Aero
Squadron carried some mail by airplane between Mexico and New Mexico during the 1916 Punitive
Expedition against “Pancho” Villa.

On Monday, 12 August 1918, after three months of experimental airmail service under U.S. Army
supervision, the U.S. Post Office Department (USPOD) took control of the planes and pilots, and airmail
service became a permanent civilian operation, the first of its kind. The last Army-operated airmail flight was
on Saturday, 10 August 1918.

With its regular flight times, specific routes and public utility, the 1918 airmail service is regarded by
historians as the starting point of commercial aviation.

Pioneer Flight Mail—1910-1916

The Wright brothers, Orville and Wilbur, achieved success with the first controllable, sustainable heavier-
than-air flying machine at Kitty Hawk, N.C., on 17 December 1903. After obtaining a patent on the wing-
control mechanism and securing sale contracts with the U.S. and French governments, the Wrights made
their first public demonstration flights in 1908. Wilbur flew first in Europe, beginning on 8 August 1908,
near Le Mans in France. Orville started his contract acceptance flights for U.S. military officials at Fort Myer,
Va., on 3 September 1908. After observing additional acceptance flights in July 1909, the U.S. Army
completed its first purchase of an airplane. At the 1909 Hudson-Fulton celebration in New York, Wilbur flew
up the Hudson River and back in one of the first flights witnessed by the American public.

Historic photograph of Orville and Wilbur Wright's first flight at Kitty Hawk, N.C., on 17 December 1903

In 1910 the first legislative bill contemplating airmail service was submitted to Congress, but was never
reported by the House committee. In response to this legislative measure and with the encouragement of
postal officials, pioneer aviators who conducted display flights at carnivals, fairs and other special events
began carrying small quantities of mail as souvenirs, known as official Pioneer Flight mail.

The first aviator to carry mail as a USPOD-appointed carrier was Earle L. Ovington. His first official flight
took place on 23 September 1911, the opening day of an international aviation meet held on Long Island by
the Nassau Aviation Corporation. Ovington carried 640 letters and 1,280 postcards on the 23 September
first flight between Garden City and Mineola in a French-manufactured Bleriot “Dragonfly” monoplane.
He continued to carry mail during the event, as weather permitted.

Legislative Efforts to Fund Airmail—1910-1918
The USPOD was funded each fiscal year (1 July-30 June) by a Post Office Appropriation Act of Congress.
Each appropriation bill was named for the year in which its applicable fiscal period came to an end;

for example, the Post Office Appropriation Bill for 1918 covered the fiscal period from 1 July 1917 through
30 June 1918.

SIEGEL AUCTION GALLERIES -8 — MARCH 31, 2021



THE INVERTED JENNY

Legislation concerning airmail service was first introduced in 1910,
but without success. After several more attempts to obtain funding for
airmail or to implement service, the Post Office Appropriation Bill for
1918 and a follow-up Act of Congress in 1918 (authorizing the 24¢
airmail rate) resulted in the first regular airmail service.

As the year 1916 came to an end, Postmaster General Albert S.
Burleson and his new Second Assistant Postmaster General, Otto
Praeger, renewed their request to Congress for an appropriation for
1918, raising it to $100,000 and including the use of dirigibles in the
experiments.

The Post Office Appropriation Bill for 1918 (H.R. 19410), reported by
the House Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads on 2 January
1917, had the following authorization for airmail service:

For inland transportation by steamboat or other power-boat or by

aeroplanes, $1,224,000; Provided, That out of this appropriation the

Postmaster General is authorized to expend not exceeding $100,000

for the purchase, operation, and maintenance of aeroplanes for an

experimental aeroplane mail service between such points as he may
determine.

When H.R. 19410 was discussed in the House, opponents voiced concerns over Postmaster General
Burleson’s earlier suggestion that dirigibles might be used to carry mail. The objection resulted in the entire
airmail appropriation being deleted by the House, but the Senate committee restored the original language
and reported the bill to the Senate for debate on 9 February 1917.

H.R. 19410 with the airmail service provision was eventually
passed by the House and Senate, and it was signed into law by
President Woodrow Wilson on 3 March 1917. One month later the
U.S. entered the war against Germany.

In February 1918 Postmaster General Burleson solicited bids for
building five airplanes to be used in a “permanent” airmail service,
and the route suggested was between Washington, D.C., Philadelphia
and New York City. The service was to commence on 15 April 1918.

The 1918 appropriation specifically authorized the USPOD to
purchase, operate and maintain equipment for airmail service, rather
than enter into contracts with private operators. Congress and postal
officials had decided it would be better to own the operation, instead
of outsourcing it, perhaps as a result of the poor results of the
previous year’s efforts to obtain bids from the private sector. As it
turned out, the USPOD turned to the U.S. Army for planes, pilots
and assistance.

On 1 March 1918 Second Assistant Postmaster General Praeger
reached an agreement with the U.S. Army Signal Corps to use Army
pilots and planes for the first year. This arrangement was deemed
mutually beneficial. The USPOD would have immediate access to
experienced pilots and planes, and the daily flights would provide
Army pilots with additional training and experience. The
commencement date was moved to 15 May 1918.

On 3 May 1918 the Secretary of War, Newton D. Baker, passed

Second Asst. PMG Otto Praeger along executive orders to organize the airmail service to Henry H.

“Hap” Arnold, who was then a colonel and assistant director of the

Division of Military Aeronautics, just as it was separating from the Signal Corps. The responsibility to equip

and man the airmail service was given to Maj. Reuben H. Fleet, chief of U.S. Army pilot training, and Col.
Edward A. Deeds and Capt. Benjamin B. Lipsner, both assigned to Air Service Production.

With the arrangements and start-up date in place, Postmaster General Burleson realized that he did not
have authority to establish a special airmail postage rate, a power reserved for Congress. On 28 March 1918
Senator John Morris Sheppard (D-TX) introduced a bill (S. 4208) authorizing the postmaster general to
charge 24¢ per ounce for mail carried by airplane.

When S. 4208 was reported to the full Senate on 6 May 1918 and debated on the floor, a few senators
expressed lingering doubts about the feasibility or demand for airmail. One senator predicted that airmail
would be a “two-days’ wonder, not a seven-days’ wonder.” Nevertheless, the bill passed and was signed by
President Wilson on 10 May 1918, just five days before the first flights were set to take off from Washington,
D.C., and New York City.

PMG Albert S. Burleson
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First U.S. Airmail Route and Schedule—May 1918

The first regular airmail route between Washington and New York was measured at a distance of
approximately 225 miles, with an intermediate stop at Philadelphia. The reported distances varied, but the
USPOD official reports calculated the Washington-Philadelphia leg at 135 miles and the Philadelphia-New
York leg at 90 miles. Four intermediate emergency landing locations were established at Baltimore and
Havre de Grace, Md., Wilmington, Del., and New Brunswick, N.J.

Postal officials and Maj. Reuben H. Fleet, the U.S. Army officer in charge of the actual flight logistics,
selected airfields near each of the three principal cities.

Washington, D.C.—For the airfield in Washington, D.C., postal officials chose the Potomac Park Polo
Field, a grassy area between the Tidal Basin and the Potomac River, near the Lincoln Memorial. The Polo
Field’s proximity to the main post office suited postal officials. However, the field was small and surrounded
by trees, making it problematic for takeoffs and landings. Maj. Fleet objected and recommended using the
Army airfield at College Park, Md., but he was overruled by postal officials.

Before the first flight from the Potomac Park Polo Field, Maj. Fleet requested park authorities to cut
down an obstructive tree. When he was told it would take weeks or months to obtain approval for tree
removal, he ordered his men to cut it down. When protests reached up the chain of command and Maj.
Fleet was confronted over his decision, he said he did what he had to and did not care about procedure.
Satisfied with that answer, his superior let the matter drop.

New York—At the New York end of the route, Maj. August Belmont Jr. offered the government use of
the open field at Belmont Park Race Track on Long Island. Belmont, at the age of 64, had received a
commission as quartermaster in the American Expeditionary Force. Since the airmail service was a military
operation, not civilian, he felt duty-bound to make his race track a free contribution to the war effort.
Belmont Race Track was far from the New York City main post office, but trucks and a special Long Island
Railroad train link to Pennsylvania Station would be used to shuttle the mail back and forth.

Concerned about his age and duties abroad, Maj. Belmont also auctioned off a large number of his prized
yearlings, including one he had held in high regard—a handsome red thoroughbred his wife had named to
reflect the times, the legendary Man o’ War.

Philadelphia—Bustleton Field, located near the railroad station in a suburb of Philadelphia, about fifteen
miles northeast of Center City, was chosen as the intermediate airfield where the relay flights would operate
between Washington and New York. Surrounding telephone and telegraph wires presented dangerous
obstacles, but the 130 acres of flat open field were ideal for takeoffs and landings.

Schedule—Flights were scheduled to run six days a week, Monday through Saturday, leaving
simultaneously at 11:30 a.m. from Washington and New York. The announced flight time from start to
finish, including a few minutes to transfer the mail between planes at Philadelphia, was three hours. The
airmail arrival times were coordinated wi